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Another pilgrimage in the shadow of the pandemic  
 Another year, another hajj (pilgrimage) and 
another showdown with the pandemic. The pil-
grimage to Mecca this year has, once again, 
been curtailed by the rulers of Arabia who are 
hesitant to open fully the gates to fully-fledged 
pilgrimage with all its good memories. Yet it is 
marred by the continuation of the pandemic that 
is preventing the total lifting of the lockdown 
rules that aim at keeping the virus at bay. 
Whether they succeed or not is open to specula-
tion. But what is crystal clear is that the virus is 
still here with us. Not only that, but there is a 
general acceptance that it is here to stay. The 
only consolation the scientists provide is that 
the advent of worldwide vaccination may have 
broken the link between infections and death. 
Thus sharp rises in infections do not necessarily 
lead to death as was the case last year. The vac-
cinations have given good protection to most 
people but the virus has not been wiped out.   
Muslims have always afforded high value to 
hajj; the annual pilgrimage to Mecca which 
entails detailed rituals around the Ka’ba and its 
vicinity. Traditionally this meant overcrowding 
that could lead to widespread infections. Now it 
is clear that reason has prevailed and many 
would-be pilgrims have willingly stopped mak-
ing the journey to Mecca. This is a source of 
sadness to them, but is a necessary step at a 
time of pandemic. The Saudi authorities have 
takent he decision to limit the number of pil-
grims to few thousands, well-below the annual 
congregation that reached up to three millions. 
While it is understandable to limit the number 
of pilgrims in such circumstances, collective 
decision making by Muslim countries would 
have represented the wish of the majority of 
Muslims. The idea of collective management of 
the holy places in Arabia has always been re-
jected by the Saudi government which 
considers matters relating to hajj as 
part of the sovereignty of the state. 
Arguments and debates on this issue 
will remain as Muslims aspire to 
achieve a consensus on religious mat-
ters. It is no secret, for example, that 
the sighting of the moon at the begin-
ning of each lunar month has remained 
a contentious issue. The Saudis would 
love to exercise religious dominance 
over the rest of the Muslim world. Yet 
the Saudis have failed to achieve that.   
The exercise of hajj is not confined 

performing the rituals. The pilgrimage season is 
a cultural and ideological opportunity to build a 
Muslim consensus on religious and political 
matters. Unity of Muslims will always be a 
priority to most sincere religious people. Disu-
nity is a repugnant idea that ordinary and fair-
minded Muslims unreservedly reject. Yet the 
unity has often turned into a mirage as various 
act in ways that are not conducive to this unity. 
But the minimum requirement is for Muslims to 
acknowledge their attachment to a religious 
order that aims at directing fellow humans to-
wards the divine. It is clear from the trajectory 
of the Islamic history that ordinary humans will 
always aspire to know the real face of the real 
Islam. It is also clear that Western academics 
may not necessarily qualify to the role of lead-
ership of the Muslims worldwide. Ideally a sin-
gle leadership should prevail over the Muslims 
and represent them in religious and political 
matters. The Organisation of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) has existed for over fifty years but 
has failed to provide this sovereign and effec-
tive leadership. A more representative entity is 
thus needed.  
The annual pilgrimage has, over the centuries, 
provided an opportunity for Muslims from the 
five continents as they congregate for their big-
gest annual event. While acknowledging the 
negative impact of the pandemic, the aspiration 
is for a more effective exercise of this worship 
to reflect unity, pluralism, awareness, steadfast-
ness and determination. Mecca should be trans-
formed not into a place of leisure and permis-
siveness, but into a place of civilisational pro-
gramming, spiritual uplifting, personal moral 
training and state-building on the basis of the 
divine revelation. If that happens, the ideals of 
the Hajj will have been fulfilled.  
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On the second day there were also two 
sessions. The first was chaired by Fawzi 
Sido from Russia and titled: The role of 
human values in world peace. Dr 
NajmUddin Shalesh from Turkey ques-
tioned the extent of Muslims attache-
ment to the values that had produced 
great scientists like Ibn Sina and Farabi. 
He referred to the phenomenon of mi-
gration to illustrate the human failure in 
securing positive lives for people. Dr 
Hassab Al Rasool from Sudan talked 
about the role of the world community 
in creating positive and peaceful envi-
ronment. He said the League of Nations 
was meant to provide such environment, 
and after WW2 the United Nations was 
created. World peace, he said, can only 
be established under equality and justice 
when international decisions are not 
confined to five nations only. 
 
Mr Ahmad   from Algeria talked about 
stressed the values of Ihsan (providing 
with good intention). He referred to the 
improper use of power to subdue others 
like the Palestinians. To challenge this 
we need to possess power that challeng-
es the destructive tendencies in modern 
world. 
Ayatullah Sheikh Mohsin Al Araki from 
Iran talked about three points. The Is-
lamic identity is linked to the possession 
of the will which is necessary to form 
the society. The second point is that the 
divine will is the challenge to the satanic 
will. The third point, he said, is that to 
return to be strong Muslims must uphold 
their identity and values. 
The second session on Saturday was 
chaired by Dr Saeed Shehabi and titled: 
The role of human values in defending 
Palestine. Sheikh Hussain Qassim, from 
Palestine spoke of the predicaments of 
the Palestinians and how they are denied 
the basic human rights. He urged others 
to visit Palestine and see the inequality 
of life under occupation. He said that the 
five basic rights of the humans have 
been denied to the Palestinians; religion, 

reason, self-protection, material needs 
and the right for reproduction. 
 
Sheikh Maher Hammood, the president 
of “Scholars for Resistance” movement 
talked about the emergence of the hu-
man rights doctrines after WW2. He 
presented some intellectual points on 
the development of the resistance 
movement to reach the conclusion that 
the Muslim Ummah must rise above 
the challenges and act to free itself 
from domination and occupation. He 
cited several developments in recent 
years to affirm that a bright future 
awaits the people of Palestine.  
Sheikh Ali Al Khatib from Iraq pre-
sented a general view of the Islamic 
values that relate to the human race and 
how they affirm freedom, equality and 
justice. He said that Iraq has shown its 
attachment to Palestine on scholars and 
public levels and recent mass demon-
strations against Israeli bombing and in 
support of people of Gaza confirm this. 
A final statement was issued by the 
Conference highlighting the basic is-
sues of discussion.  
 
* The Abrar weekly programme on 
Thursday 8th July discussed the pio-
neers of the work on proximity among 
Muslims. It was addressed by two 
speakers; Dr Kamal Helbawi from 
Egypt and Dr Mo-
hammad Ali Azer-
shab. Dr Helbawi 
presented an overall 
view of the role of 
the early reformers 
like Jamal Uddin Al 
Afghani, Mohamma 
Abdo, Hassan Al 
Banna and Sheikh 
Mahmoud Shaltout 
in the proximity de-
bates. Dr Azershab 
discussed the role of 
the Shia scholars in 
laying the founda-
tions for scholarly 
approach to Islamic 
unity. He mentioned 
Ayatullah Burojurdi, Ayatullah Qommi 
and Imam Khomeini.  
 
* On Thursday 1st July, Dr Mustafa Al 
Mousawi, from Kuwait delivered a 
lecture at Abrar’s weekly meeting on 
organ transplant He is 
a renowned transplant 
surgeon and is the 
Middle East repre-
sentative of the Inter-
national Committee 
for Organ Transplant. 
He urged people to 
donate their organs 
upon their. Death. 

14th conference of IUF 
 

The 14th annual conference of the 
Islamic Unity Forum (IUF) was held 
ONLINE on Friday and Saturday 9th 
and 10th July. The title was: God’s 
Fitra (innateness), how the human 
values are reflections of divine princi-
ples. With the participation of many 
scholars and thinkers from many Arab 
and Muslim countries, the two-day 
conference consisted of four sessions. 
The first was titled: Conformity of 
Islamic principles and human values. 
It was addressed by four speakers after 
the welcoming speech by Mr Ibrahim 
Munir, IUF’s chairman. Sheikh Hamid 
Shahryari, the chairman of the Taqrib 
Institution in Iran presented a power-
ful speech on the need to present joint 
projects for Muslims. The second was 
Sheikh Nafi’Ullah Ashirof, the Mufti 
of Russia. Then Sheikh Khalif Al 
Mulla from Iraq presented a passion-
ate plea for collective work by Shia 
and Sunni Muslims. Sheikh Hassan 
Abdulla of the Scholars Group in Leb-
anon urged collective stands to pre-
serve unity of Muslims. 
The second session was chaired by Dr 
Mohammad Al Hassani from Morocco 
and was titled: Human values and the 
attempts to distort them. It was ad-
dressed by four speakers also. Sayed 
Jaffar Fadlullah said there are attempts 
to use the human values to deceive 
people, we have to resist this. The 
second; we have to present alternative 
value ethical system. The third reli-
giousity must have practical imple-
mentations. Dr Jamal Badawi from 
USA presented ten human values: 
Respect of human dignity, justice, 
human brotherhood, pluralism, free-
dom compassion, peaceful co-
existence, peaceful dialogue, criteria 
of preference and love. Dr Ahmad Al 
Idrisi from France talked abut the need 
to revive the natural and divine values 
in our daily lives.  
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$570 million physical and eco-
nomic losses in Gaza 

The eleven days of hostilities in May 
2021 in Gaza resulted in the loss of over 
260 people, including 66 children and 41 
women, and exacerbated previous trau-
mas in particular among children. 
The human toll was aggravated by over-
all damage and losses to the social, infra-
structure, and productive and financial 
sectors. 
A Rapid Damage and Needs Assessment 
(RDNA) reveals up to US$380 million in 
physical damage and US$190 million in 
economic losses. Recovery needs have 
been estimated up to US$485 million 
during the first 24 months. 
The Gaza RDNA was conducted be-
tween May 25 to June 25, 2021, in part-
nership between the World Bank Group, 
United Nations (UN) and European Un-
ion (EU) immediately after the cessation 
of hostilities and in close cooperation 
with the Palestinian Authority and in 
consultation with the civil society and 
private sector in Gaza. While the 
RDNA’s estimates are preliminary, they 
are critical to identifying priority inter-
ventions. 
 
UN: COVID-19 will push 47m 
women and girls into poverty 

 
United Nations Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres in his message on World 
Population Day, 11 July 2021, said that 
COVID-19 will push 47 million women 
and girls into extreme poverty. 
Guterres' message which was released on 
the occasion of World Population Day 
was e-mailed to IRNA by the United 
Nations Information Center (UNIC) in 
Tehran. 
"The COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
upend our world, reaching one grim 
milestone after another," Guterres said. 
"In addition to the millions of lives tragi-

cally lost, there has been a less visible 
toll:  a shocking rise in domestic violence 
as women were forced into isolation with 
their abusers; empty maternity wards as 
women postponed motherhood; and un-
intended pregnancies due to curtailed 
access to contraceptive services," he said. 
"Our latest estimates indicate that 
COVID-19 will push 47 million women 
and girls into extreme poverty," he said 
adding: "Many girls who are out of 
school may never return." 
"In every corner of the world, we are 
seeing a reversal of hard-won gains and 
an erosion of women’s reproductive 
rights, choices and agency. With the on-
set of the pandemic, resources for sexual 
and reproductive health services were 
diverted," Guterres stated. 
"These gaps in access to health rights are 
unacceptable. Women cannot be alone in 
this fight," he noted. "As we mark World 
Population Day, let us pledge to ensure 
the reproductive health rights of every-
one, everywhere," he said. 
 

In Myanmar, the military and 
police declare war on medics 

. 
In Myanmar, the military has declared 
war on health care — and on doctors 
themselves, who were early and fierce 
opponents of the takeover in February. 
Security forces are arresting, attacking 
and killing medical workers, dubbing 
them enemies of the state. With medics 
driven underground amid a global pan-
demic, the country’s already fragile 
healthcare system is crumbling. 
“The junta is purposely targeting the 
whole healthcare system as a weapon of 
war,” says one Yangon doctor on the run 
for months, whose colleagues at an un-
derground clinic were arrested during a 
raid. “We believe that treating patients, 
doing our humanitarian job, is a moral 
job….I didn’t think that it would be ac-
cused as a crime.” 
Inside the clinic that day, the young man 
shot in the throat was fading. His sister 
wailed. A minute later, he was dead. 
One of the clinic’s medical students, 
whose name like those of several other 
medics has been withheld to protect her 
from retaliation, began to sweat and cry. 
She had never seen anyone shot. 
Now she too was at risk. Two protesters 
smashed the glass out of a window so the 

medics could escape. “We are so sor-
ry,” the nurses told their patients. 
One doctor stayed behind to finish su-
turing the patients’ wounds. The others 
jumped through the window and hid in 
a nearby apartment complex for hours. 
Some were so terrified that they never 
returned home. “I cry every day from 
that day,” the medical student says. “I 
cannot sleep. I cannot eat well.” 
 

British MP: blasphemy of 
Prophet harms us all 

 
British MP for the opposition Labor 
Party, Naz Shah, has warned of the 
stress and harm caused to Muslims 
across the globe by publication of of-
fensive cartoons of Prophet Mohammad 
(PBUH) repeatedly published in Euro-
pean papers, reported Taqrib News 
Agency (TNA). 
She addressed the House of Commons 
on a proposed law which aims to crimi-
nalize vandalism of statues and the 
emotional harm caused by destruction 
of such icons. 
Today the Government proposed a bill 
to protect the emotional harm connect-
ed with the damaging of statues. 
She used her speech to highlight the 
level of stress and emotional damage 
inflicted on Muslims across the globe 
when their beloved sacred figures are 
defamed. 
If people can understand the emotional 
connections to statues, then they can 
understand the connection Muslims 
have with the Prophet Muhammad. 
for me and millions of Muslims across 
this country and the quarter of the 
world’s population that is Muslim too, 
with each day and each breath, there is 
not a single thing in the world that we 
commemorate and honor more than our 
beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him),” she said. 
The British lawmaker stressed,” Just as 
this new law aims to protect historical 
figures of the UK, the same protection 
should be extended to figures and indi-
viduals that hold importance for other 
communities.” 
“Because for two billion Muslims, he is 
the leader we commemorate in our 
hearts, honor in our lives and forms the 
basis of our identity and our very exist-
ence,” Shah added. 
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On 12th June Saudi Arabia announced  
it will allow 60,000 residents vaccinat-
ed against Covid to perform this year's 
hajj, but Muslims from abroad will be 
barred for a second straight year. The 
hajj -- a must for able-bodied Muslims 
at least once in their lives -- typically 
packs millions of pilgrims into congest-
ed religious sites and could be a major 
source of contagion amid the corona-
virus pandemic. This year it would be 
"open for nationals and residents of the 
kingdom, limited to 60,000 pilgrims", 
the hajj ministry said, quoted by the 
official Saudi Press Agency. The pil-
grimage, scheduled to be held from mid
-July, would be limited to those who 
have been vaccinated and are aged 18-
65 with no chronic illnesses, it said. 
Only up to 10,000 Muslims took part in 
the hajj in July last year, a far cry from 
the 2.5 million who participated in the 
five-day annual pilgrimage in 2019 
before the pandemic."In light of what 
the whole world is witnessing with the 
coronavirus pandemic... and the emer-
gence of new variants, the relevant au-
thorities have continued to monitor the 
global health situation," the health min-
istry said. 
"Considering the large crowds that per-
form hajj, spending long periods of 
time in multiple and specific places... 
requires the highest levels of health 
precautions." Saudi Arabia said those 
wishing to perform the hajj would have 
to apply online, without specifying how 
many foreign residents would be 
among the 60,000 pilgrims. In 2020, 
foreigners were 70 percent of the pil-
grims, while Saudis made up the rest. 
The kingdom said later that it had in-
formed other countries of the decision 
not to allow pilgrims from abroad. 
On 4th July The US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

issued a Level Three Travel Alert re-
garding this year's Hajj in the Kingdom 
of Saudia Arabia on July 1, 2021. Hajj 
will take place July 17-July 22, 2021. 
The Hajj pilgrimage to Islamic holy 
sites in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, is one of 
the world’s largest mass gatherings. 
The CDC recommends that Americans 
already in Saudi Arabia not make the 
pilgrimage. Mass gatherings, such as 
Hajj, can increase the risk of getting and 
spreading COVID-19 because it can be 
hard to practice physical distancing. 
Even fully vaccinated people may be at 
risk for getting and spreading COVID-
19 variants. 
UK’s Foreign and Commonwealth Of-
fice is reluctant to allow Muslim pil-
grims during these times. It had the fol-
lowing on its website on 6th July: 
Those wishing to perform Hajj must be 
between 18-65 years old and comply 
with health and vaccination require-
ments. Those who have not performed 
Hajj in the last 5 years can register to 
participate using the electronic portal. 
Registration is open until 10pm (KSA 
time) on Wednesday 23 June, and the 
booking and purchasing of Hajj packag-
es will start at 1pm on June 25. The Sau-
di authorities have gradually allowed 
pilgrims to perform Umrah at limited 
capacity. British nationals resident in 
Saudi Arabia can apply to perform Um-
rah through the official Ministry of Hajj 
app ‘Eatmarna’ and also ‘Tawakkalna’. 
Details of the process can be found on 
the official Ministry of Hajj Twitter 
page. For more information and advice, 
see the Pilgrimage and Health sections. 
The Muslim Council of Britain (MCB) 
said: In 2021, the Hajj will be approxi-
mately 17-22 July. Due to the COVID19 
pandemic, in similarity to 2020 the out-
look for Hajj is uncertain and British 
Muslims are currently advised It advised 

Muslims to refer to FCDO guidance on 
pilgrimage travel to Saudi Arabia.  
The Hajj Committee of India has decided 
that no Muslim from India will travel to 
Saudi Arabia to take part in the Islamic 
practice of performing Hajj. In an official 
notice issued on Tuesday 15th June, the 
Hajj Committee under the Ministry of 
Minority Affairs stated that all the appli-
cations for Hajj-2021 stands cancelled.  
"The Ministry of Haj and Umrah, King-
dom of Saudi Arabia issued a statement 
informing that due to Corona pandemic 
conditions 'the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
has decided to allow citizens and resi-
dents inside the Kingdom of Sausi Ara-
bia only to attend Haj 1442 in limited 
numbers. International Haj has been can-
celled."  
Why is Hajj important? 
Hajj is the ultimate form of worship, as it 
involves the spirit of all the other rituals 
and demands great sacrifice. 
On this unique occasion, around three 
million Muslims from all over the globe 
travel to Makkah to enjoin prayers to-
gether. Regardless of the season, male 
pilgrims wear special clothes (Ihram) – 
two, very simple, unsown white gar-
ments – which strips away all distinc-
tions of wealth, status, class and culture; 
everyone stands as one, and are equal 
before God. Through this, no one can tell 
a person’s social or economic status, or 
national origin based on the clothes one 
wears. It is during Hajj that every race 
and nationality from all over the world 
come together to worship God. 
How is Hajj performed? 
The rituals of Hajj go back to the time of 
Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) 
who built the Ka’bah (cubical building 
covered in black silk) over five days. 
The Hajj rituals include circumambulat-
ing the Ka’bah (Tawaf), and walking and 
lightly jogging between the hills 

of Safa and Marwah, 
as Hajar (Abraham’s wife) did dur-
ing her search for water for her 
son Isma’il. This is when God 
blessed her with the spring 
of ZamZam water, which still exists, 
and is drank by millions of pilgrims 
to this day! 
The pilgrims then stand together on 
the wide plain of Arafah and join in 
prayers for God’s forgiveness, in 
what is often thought of as a preview 
of the Last Judgment. The pilgrims 
also cast stones at stone walls which 
represent Satan. The pilgrimage ends 
with Eid al-Adha, which is celebrat-
ed with prayers, the sacrifice of an 
animal, and the exchange of greet-
ings and gifts in Muslim communi-
ties everywhere. 

For the second year, Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) is cancelled 
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By 5Pillars (Roshan Mohammad Saleh) 
A major new report has said Islam-
ophobia is on the rise in Scotland 
and the main victims of it are Muslim 
women. The report by the Cross Party 
Group on Tackling Islamophobia found 
that 75% of Scottish Muslims said Is-
lamophobia is a regular or everyday 
issue in society; and 78% said that Is-
lamophobia is getting worse, with this 
figure rising to 82% for those with a 
Glasgow postcode. 
The CPG on Tackling Islamophobia 
based the survey on 447 respondents 
who completed the online survey and 
15 written submissions received from 
organisations and agencies in Scotland. 
Of all respondents, 31% said they had 
experienced Islamophobia at work, 
18% at school and 13%  and college or   
university. Of those aged 29 years and 
under, 45% recalled incidents of Islam-
ophobia at school while this fell to 29% 
at college or university. 
83% of Muslim respondents said they 
had experienced Islamophobia directly. 
Verbal abuse was the most frequently 
mentioned form of Islamophobia with 
Muslim women more likely to encoun-
ter Islamophobia than men. 
Women respondents to the survey, and 
some men, referred to women friends 
and family who had a specific fear of 
having their hijab pulled off in public. 
Women also worried about being phys-
ically assaulted in public or abused 
specifically because of their hijab. 
However, of all those with direct expe-
rience of Islamophobia, only 22% re-
ported the incidents to the police. In 
almost all cases, they said their com-
plaint was not taken seriously. 
Regarding lack of confidence in the 
police and the justice system, the com-
mon response by participants was that 
they had no confidence that their report 
of Islamophobia would be taken seri-
ously by the police. Some extended 
their lack of confidence to the justice 
system in general. 

Many respondents referred to Islam-
ophobia being perpetuated by Scottish 
politics and politicians. Some pointed to 
the ways in which Islamophobia has 
filtered into local party politics with 
Islamophobia intensifying before and 
during election campaigns. 
Many also pointed to the problematic 
nature of counter-terrorism policies, 
such as Prevent, and claimed that the 
increase in Islamophobia in Scotland 
was due to the problematic connections 
drawn between ordinary Muslims and 
those who commit extreme acts of ter-
rorism. 
Other participants reported that they felt 
Muslims were a convenient scapegoat 
for broader social and economic prob-
lems. 
Anas Sarwar, the head of the Scottish 
Labour Party and an MSP for Glasgow, 
headed the inquiry. He said: “This doc-
ument is not an easy read. So imagine 
what it is like for everyone who has 
faced the Islamophobia detailed in these 
pages. We pride ourselves on being a 
welcome and tolerant country, but it’s 
clear how much more work we have to 
do. 
“There are people in Scotland who feel 
scared to leave their homes for fear of 
verbal of physical attack; are withdraw-
ing from public services with devastat-
ing knock-on consequences on their 
health and education; and feel they are 
outsiders in their own country. This 
should shame us all. 
“It is clear to me that we must redouble 
efforts to challenge and overcome ha-
tred and prejudice. This requires politi-
cians to come together on a cross-party 
basis, because the fight against hate is a 
fight for all of us.” 
Among other things, the report recom-
mended that: 
The Scottish government should work 
to address the shortfall in data about 
Islamophobia in Scotland. 
The government should work towards 
adopting a formal definition of Islam-

Report: Islamophobia on the rise in Scotland 
ophobia to promote understanding, to 
encourage reporting and to indicate their 
commitment to addressing it. 
All initiatives about Islamophobia in 
Scotland must pay specific attention to 
its gendered nature. 
The government should actively support 
initiatives to recruit more officers from 
within Scotland’s diverse communities, 
including Muslim officers, into Police 
Scotland. 
All local authorities, schools and Police 
Scotland must ensure that all officers are 
regularly provided with high-quality 
training on countering Islamophobia. 

Webinar on Wahhabism by 
Imam Hussein holy shrine  

  
The holy shrine of Imam Hussein (AS) 
has held international webinar on 
“Wahhabi threats against Islam” attend-
ed by 260 authorities and academicians 
from across the globe. 
The research and study center at the 
holy shrine of Imam Hussein (AS) in 
Karbala has held online scientific semi-
nar on “Wahhabi threats against Islam, 
Instance of Karbala Massacre” to dis-
cuss the historical and ideological ori-
gins of Wahhabism, reported Taqrib 
News Agency (TNA). 
Professor Noureddin Abulahy from Al-
giers University and and professor Has-
san Sebti al-Fatlavi from Baghdad Uni-
versity were among the participants in 
the virtual meeting led by Abir Abdurra-
soul al-Tamimi. 
Participants in the online meeting high-
lighted the historical, geographical and 
ideological origins of Wahhabism 
backed by European countries first born 
in the Persian Gulf state. 
They noted that the European countries 
made use of the political and ideological 
vacuum in the Persian Gulf Arab states 
to cover the extremist ideas with Islam. 
The participants slammed Wahhabi 
movement for demolition and looting of 
the vast area in Najd and Hijaz under 
their domination particularly the Shia 
and Sunni holy sites in Najaf and Karba-
la. 
The influences of the deviate movement 
across the globe with led to creation of 
several extremist and terrorist move-
ments were among the topics discussed 
in this seminar. 
Participants in this seminar also called 
on world liberals to rise against Takfiri 
movements and condemn their criminal 
measures across the world. 
Over 261 officials and university profes-
sors from Iraq, Algiers, Syria, Jordan, 
Sudan, Tunisia and Iran attended the 
online meeting. 
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By The Associated Press, Jul 7, 2021 
Dr. Rania Awaad was attending a virtual 
religion program this Ramadan when the 
discussion turned to an unexpected ques-
tion: Is it religiously acceptable to say a 
prayer for someone who died by suicide? 
Suicide is a complex and delicate topic 
that Awaad, as director of the Muslim 
Mental Health & Islamic Psychology Lab 
at Stanford University, knows much 
about — but one she says isn’t discussed 
nearly enough in U.S. Muslim communi-
ties. When it is, she said, it’s often poorly 
understood and shrouded in misconcep-
tions. 
Awaad and other mental health profes-
sionals are trying to change that, working 
alongside some faith leaders and activists 
to bring nuance and compassion to such 
conversations, raise awareness in Muslim 
communities about suicide prevention 
and mental health and provide religiously 
and culturally sensitive guidance. 
The effort took on new urgency in the 
aftermath of an apparent murder-suicide 
that left six family members dead in Al-
len in April, sending shock waves 
through Muslim communities in the area 
and beyond. Investigators believe two 
brothers made a pact to kill their parents, 
sister and grandmother before taking their 
own lives. 
The incident sparked a flurry of activity 
in Muslim spaces, from public discus-
sions on mental health and trainings on 
suicide response to healing circles and 
private conversations. 
“The initial reaction of the community 
was total shock,” said Imam Abdul Rah-
man Bashir of the Islamic Association of 
Allen, where the family’s funeral was 
held. “Their reaction went from 
shock, grief to then concern about 
other families around them: Are 
they saying something that they 
can’t hear? Is something out there 
that they can’t see?” 
“It definitely opened up the conver-
sation for understanding what men-
tal health is and the importance of 
mental well-being,” he added. 
Suicide is theologically proscribed 
under Islam, and Awaad while ac-
knowledging that, takes a nuanced 
view on the issue, arguing that it’s 
not up to people to judge. Contrary 
to what she’s heard some say about 
people who took their own lives, she 
believes the deceased can receive 
prayers regardless of how they died. 
“We don’t know the state of a per-
son when they reach this point in 
their life, and we don’t know their 
mental state in that moment,” she 
said. “... Only God can judge on 
this.” 

Allen-based Muslim community goes from  
‘shock’ to open dialogue after apparent murder-suicide 

The importance of seeking professional 
help for mental health struggles, without 
worrying about what people might say, 
is a message the Texas Muslim Wom-
en’s Foundation sought to drive home in 
a recent video. Aimed at the South 
Asian American community, it featured 
actors, young activists and others shar-
ing their experiences to help break the 
stigma. 
Some community leaders in Texas ad-
dressed suicide and mental health issues 
after a Muslim American woman took 
her own life in 2018, according to Saa-
dia Ahmed, director of the foundation’s 
youth leadership program. Following 
the Allen tragedy, she’s heard from lots 
of people who have reached out to share 
their personal battles or ask how to get 
help for loved ones. 
One young man opened up about having 
previously had suicidal thoughts and 
about how getting help made things 
better. There was a high school student 
who needed therapy but her parents 
weren’t getting her any; with the aid of 
a school counselor, she ended up getting 
help. Ahmed also heard from parents 
worried about their kids. 
“I feel like at least I see progress,” Ah-
med said. 
Sameera Ahmed — no relation — a 
psychologist and executive director of 
The Family & Youth Institute, a not-for
-profit research and education institute, 
said that when her group was develop-
ing suicide prevention resources for 
Muslim communities a few years ago, 
some questioned the need. 
“People wouldn’t share what was hap-
pening because they were afraid of the 

stigma,” Ahmed said. “They were afraid 
people wouldn’t come to their loved one’s 
janazah,” or funeral. 
But today she sees more openness to con-
versation and says some well-known 
imams have begun addressing the issue 
from more compassionate perspectives. 
Still, much work remains, she added. 
Following the Allen tragedy, Awaad gave 
virtual trainings on suicide response from 
her base in California to help people navi-
gate the aftermath, including to religious 
and community leaders. Her lab at Stan-
ford provided guidelines for Islamic ser-
mons. 
“The crisis response is the hardest part,” 
she said. Many imams and religious lead-
ers grapple with “striking a balance be-
tween healing the community and Islam’s 
stance on the impressibility of suicide.” 
She also co-authored a piece detailing 
do’s and don’ts after a suicide, like 
providing resources and support to those 
who may be struggling, while refraining 
from speculation on spiritual implications 
such as whether someone who took their 
life will go to paradise.  
By the end of 2022, Awaad hopes 500 
Muslim religious leaders will have re-
ceived training on suicide using material 
developed by a nonprofit, Maristan, in 
collaboration with her lab at Stanford 
that’s grounded in both science and the 
teachings of Islam. 
Several religious leaders have thrown 
their weight behind the effort. 
One of them, Imam Bashir, of the Islamic 
Association of Allen, said that while Is-
lam doesn’t allow suicide as a way to 
solve problems, the faith “encourages the 
community to be one body with ears, eyes 

and arms to help each other not get 
to a point where that would be a 
consideration.” 
Wrestling with difficult questions 
around suicide isn’t unique to Mus-
lims. Mathew Schmalz, a professor 
of religious studies at the College of 
the Holy Cross in Massachusetts, 
said a belief common to theistic tra-
ditions is that one’s life belongs to 
God, so taking it “fundamentally 
violates” God’s most precious gift. 
Yet attitudes have been evolving 
with a greater appreciation of the 
complexities of mental illness, he 
added, and it’s important to chal-
lenge beliefs that suicide signals 
moral weakness or a failure to be 
grateful of God. 
“While an understanding of God as 
merciful is important,” Schmalz 
said, “equally important is being part 
of a faith community in which men-
tal health issues are taken seriously 
and not stigmatized.” 
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Islam in China 
insiders and outsiders to Chinese society 
and state - the book examines why after 
so many centuries of habitation and nat-
uralisation, Muslims in China are still 
stigmatized by their perceived alien ori-
gins. The book follows the 'yin and 
yang' of compatibility and difference 
and the connections and ruptures be-
tween two great civilisations. 
This concise, highly readable account of 
Muslim communities in China begins 
with a succinct but sufficient historical 
narrative and ends with a balanced and 
well-informed discussion of today's Uy-
ghur controversy. It's the one book on 
Chinese Islam that everyone should 
read. * Richard W. Bulliet, Professor 
Emeritus, Columbia University, USA * 
This volume fills a longstanding gap, a 
single-volume history of China written 
with Muslims and Islam at its center 
rather than its margins. Focusing on the 
Chinese-speaking Muslims (Hui), with 
some attention to the Turkic-speakers of 
the far northwest, Professor Frankel 
presents a clear, succinct narrative care-
fully placed in its local contexts, from 
Fujian to Xinjiang, Beijing to Yunnan. 
The actors-intellectuals and soldiers, 
scholars and clerics, schoolteachers and 
merchants-participated in and were pro-
foundly affected by the "mainstream" of 
Chinese history but also strove to re-
main different from their non-Muslim 
colleagues and neighbors. Islam in Chi-
na provides a valuable introduction to 

By James Frankel  
In China there are up to 25 million 
Muslims living in the country, repre-
senting over 1200 years of Chinese-
Islamic relations. However, little is 
known about the historical and contem-
porary geopolitical relations between 
China and the Muslim world, or the 
situation for the diverse groups of Mus-
lims living in China today. 
In this book, James Frankel studies the 
rich and dynamic history of Muslims in 
China from the Tang dynasty (618-907) 
to the present day. He shows that Mus-
lims in China remain an internally di-
verse population separated geograph-
ically, ethnically, linguistically, eco-
nomically, educationally, and along 
sectarian and kinship lines. But despite 
having its own local flavours and ac-
cents, Islam in China is recognisable as 
the same religious tradition practiced 
by approximately 1.8 billion Muslims 
worldwide and Muslims in China are 
inextricably part of society, living 
alongside other minorities and amongst 
the great Han Chinese majority. 
Tracing 1200 years of history, this book 
shows that Muslim communities in 
China have undergone tremendous 
change, touched by the forces of Chi-
nese history, the development of Islam-
ic traditions outside China, and geopoli-
tics. In highlighting the paradoxical 
situation in which Chinese Muslims 
have found themselves - living as both 

China as part of the Muslim world and 
Muslims as an important part of China. 
* Jonathan N. Lipman, Professor 
Emeritus of History and Asian Studies, 
Mount Holyoke College, USA,  
James D. Frankel is an Associate Pro-
fessor in the Department of Cultural 
and Religious Studies and Director of 
the Centre for the Study of Islamic Cul-
ture at The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong. 
Publisher: Bloomsbury 
Paperback 208 £21.99  
ISBN 9781784539818 
Date Published 15 Jul 2021 

By Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt 
Iraq has been the site of some of the 
United States' longest and most sus-

The Paranoid Style in American Diplomacy 
Oil and Arab Nationalism in Iraq 

tained military campaigns since the Vi-
etnam War. Yet the origins of US in-
volvement in the country remain deeply 
obscured—cloaked behind platitudes 
about advancing democracy or vague 
notions of American national interests. 
With this book, Brandon Wolfe-
Hunnicutt exposes the origins and deep 
history of US intervention in Iraq. 
The Paranoid Style in American Diplo-
macy weaves together histories of Arab 
nationalists, US diplomats, and Western 
oil execs to tell the parallel stories of the 
Iraq Petroleum Company and the resili-
ence of Iraqi society. Drawing on new 
evidence—the private records of the 
IPC, interviews with key figures in Arab 
oil politics, and recently declassified US 
government documents—Wolfe-
Hunnicutt covers the arc of the twenti-
eth century, from the pre-WWI origins 
of the IPC consortium and decline of 
British Empire, to the beginnings of 
covert US action in the region, and ulti-
mately the nationalization of the Iraqi 

oil industry and perils of postcolonial 
politics. 
American policy makers of the Cold War 
era inherited the imperial anxieties of 
their British forebears and inflated con-
cerns about access to and potential scarci-
ty of oil, giving rise to a "paranoid style" 
in US foreign policy. Wolfe-Hunnicutt 
deconstructs these policy practices to re-
veal how they fueled decades of Ameri-
can interventions in the region and shines 
a light on those places that America's cov-
ert empire builders might prefer we not 
look. 
Brandon Wolfe-Hunnicutt is Associate 
Professor of History at California State 
University, Stanislaus. His writing has 
appeared in Diplomatic History, Diploma-
cy & Statecraft, and the Oxford Research 
Encyclopedia of American History. 
 
Publisher: Stanford University Press 
Hardcover 336 pages  
ISBN: 9781503613829 
Date published: June 2021 
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27. "And proclaim 

the Pilgrimage 

among men: they 

will come to 

thee on foot and 

(mounted) on 

every kind of 

camel, lean on 

account of jour-

neys through 

deep and distant 

mountain high-

ways; 

28. "That they 

may witness the 

benefits 

(provided) for 

them, and cele-

brate the name 

of Allah, 

through the 

Days appointed, 

over the cattle 

which He has 

provided for 

them (for sacri-

fice): then eat ye 

thereof and 

feed the dis-

tressed ones in 

want. 

29. "Then let 

them complete 

the rites pre-

scribed for 

them, perform 

their vows, and 

(again) circum-

ambulate the An-

cient House." 

(pilgrimage) 

www.abraronline. 

net 
This is our website. 

Have   visited it: It 

will put   you face-

to-face with an al-

ternative world, full 

of spirituality, mo-

rality coupled with 

modern outlooks 

and perspectives.  
We want to hear  

your views on its 

contents, layout 

and general quality. 

Join us in our Noon 

and Afternoon 

 prayers 

Everyday 

at 13.00 

It was very hot day. The people who lived in 
the city of Medina were trying to find some-
where to keep cool. There were many beauti-
ful gardens in the city with tall, shady trees 
where people came to sit and find shade. 
They talked. They sipped refreshing drinks. 
They told stories and they laughed. 
 The Prophet Muhammad was walking in 
one of the gardens. He loved to walk under 
the trees where it was green and cool. He 
liked to think quietly as he walked. He 
smiled at the people he knew as he walked 
along.  
While he was walking, Prophet Muhammad 
heard a strange noise. It sounded like some-
one crying. It sounded like someone howl-
ing. It sounded like someone was very upset. 
As he came closer to the crying and howling, 
the Prophet could see it was not a sad person 
at all. It was a sad camel.  
Muhammad felt very sorry for the camel. It 
was tied to a post, out in the sunshine. It was 
very hot, and looked very thirsty. Tears were 
running down the camel’s cheeks and its fur 
was very wet. No one seemed to notice the 
camel’s howls. Muhammad stroked the cam-
el, and it became calmer. After a while the 
howls became grunts and the grunts became 
snorts of pleasure. The tears stopped running 
down the camel’s cheeks. He knew Muham-
mad was his friend.  
Muhammad became angry. He strode along 
the pathways calling, “Who owns this cam-
el?” At last a voice said, “I do,” and a man 
stepped out from under the shade of the big-
gest tree in the garden.  
Muhammad looked at the man. He was not 
hot. He was not thirsty. He was not thinking 
about his camel. Muhammad spoke quietly. 
As Muhammad spoke, the camel owner’s 
head began to droop. He realised what he 
had done. Muhammad reminded him that the 
camel was one of Allah’s creatures. The ani-
mal worked hard for the man, carrying heavy 
loads and travelling to places far away. Mu-
hammad reminded the man that he should 
take great care of the camel in return for its 
hard work.  
The camel owner felt very bad. He had been 
cool, comfortable and happy while the camel 
was hot, bothered and upset. His behaviour 
had even upset the Prophet Muhammad. He 
was so ashamed. From that day on he looked 
after his animals with great care, and always 
made sure they had enough to eat and drink 
the camel never cried again. 

The crying camel  
During the time of the Prophet (saws) there 
was a Christian Arab princess  named Kiramah 
bint Abd al-Masih who was well known 
through poems and tales of her beauty. She 
lived in Hira, a Roman city which was the cen-
tre of the Christian Arabs. The Prophet (saws) 
predicted that the Muslims would conquer 
Hira and a Bedouin companion named Shu-
wail (ra) asked the Prophet (saws) if he could 
have Kiramah. The Prophet (saws) said “She 
will be yours.” This man was a Bedouin who 
lived a rough life and was uneducated and un-
lettered. 
When the Muslims conquered Hira under Kha-
lid bin Waleed (ra) during the time of Abu 
Bakr (ra), Shuwail approached Khalid and 
asked for Kiramah. Khalid was surprised that a 
Bedouin would be promised a princess, but he 
brought forward his witnesses and Kiramah 
was brought to him. The women of the house-
hold objected but Kiramah said she would 
handle it. 
When she stood before him, he was left 
speechless that she was a wrinkled old woman! 
She called him a fool and said that those tales 
were told decades before when she was young. 
She said “Of what use is an old woman to 
you? Let me go!” 
But Shuwail, despite being uneducated, knew 
that she was still of worth and he could earn a 
profit by making her pay for her freedom. She 
asked for the price and he said “I am not the 
son of the mother of Shuwail if I let you go for 
less than ten hundred dirhams (i.e. 1000 dir-
hams).” She mildly protested but then paid the 
fee and returned to her family. 
Shuwail returned to his comrades full of pride 
saying that he had made her pay through her 
nose. He was met by laughter and they ex-
claimed “1000 dirhams! For Kiramah you 
could have gotten much much more!” 
Shuwail replied “More than ten hundred dir-
hams?? I didn’t know there was anything more 
than ten hundred dirhams!” 
Hearing this, Khalid bin Waleed laughed and 
said “Man intends one thing, but Allah intends 
another.” 

Shuwail and Kiramah 


