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Religious holistic approach to environmental issues 
In recent decades the environmental issues have 
taken central stage in world politics, and 
achieved some progress. Yet it remains periph-
eral to the core issues regarding pollution, pan-
demics, deforestation. For the past half a centu-
ry scientists have warned against ignoring the 
plight of nature that was rapidly declining due 
to human neglect, consumerism and the lack of 
environmental conscience. The world popula-
tion is now largely aware of the modern envi-
ronmental issues such as the rise in the temper-
ature of the planet, the rising seal levels, the 
depletion of the Ozone layer, the melting of the 
glacier, floods, deforestation and modern dis-
eases including new forms of pandemics. This 
awareness has pushed scientists, environmental-
ists and politicians to heed the calls to find solu-
tions. International conventions and treaties 
were approved by many states. Yet the main 
issues have not been solved. With the spread of 
Covid-19 in the past 18 months and the death of 
more than three and a half million people 
world, mankind has been humbled to concede 
its inability to stop the recurrence of environ-
mental crisis. The continued marginalization of 
the role of religion in public life is among the 
causes of the environmental catastrophes. Reli-
gion presents holistic approach to these crises. 
Faith cannot be ruled out of public life. 
It is clear that simple solutions do not really 
work on their own. It is understandable that 
politicians panic when faced by horrific reali-
ties such as deaths and diseases. When the Lon-
don Mayor introduced a ban on cars entering 
the central zone of the city, he was motivated 
by the desire to reduce pollution. Yet the link-
ing of the ban with financial tolls turned it into 
a class issue. Rich people can access the city 
because they can pay the 
tolls; poor people cannot. 
Furthermore, the pollution 
is not confined to the use of 
cars. What the politicians 
have failed to address is the 
ever-expanding consumer-
ism. The issue of plastics in 
the oceans and their impact 
on marine life, rivers and 
plantation has shocked the 
world. There is an ever-
widening urge for extreme 
forms of comfort (which 
often lead to unhealthy 

lifestyles). Big businesses have been instrumen-
tal in promoting excessive forms of comfort 
that are often unnecessary. The extravagant use 
of single use plastics is one such common phe-
nomenon that is at the root of the human failure 
to tackle environmental issues. Banning the use 
of certain fuels or stopping cars from city cen-
tres will undoubtedly lead to reduction of pollu-
tion, but will it solve the environmental crisis 
that is engulfing the human race? There is a 
need to address three issues: the culture of con-
sumerism, the greed of big businesses and the 
partial solutions that are not integrated within a 
global environmental paradigm.  
Religious doctrines have addressed the environ-
mental issues. The Islamic approach is based on 
principles that, if followed, will lead to the nec-
essary equilibrium between man’s needs and 
environmental protection. Principles of 
“moderation”, God-fearing, Integration (and not 
confrontation) with the environment, taming 
self-desires are among the principles that may 
establish a workable balance between man and 
nature. Protection of the habitat is a require-
ment of a good Muslim. Safeguarding the plan-
tation and other creatures especially animals are 
among the duties of a believer. Avoiding exces-
sive extravagance and pushing the self in the 
direction of extreme comfort are among the ills 
of societies. With the same token the material 
urge by some individuals and groups to pro-
mote unrestrained material indulgence with the 
aim of creating wealth is not embraced by the 
religious principles. Spiritual attachment to God 
and creating a working relationship based on 
love and constructive engagement with the en-
vironment are necessary steps to achieve these 
aims. Holistic approaches to life of both man 

and environment is deficient 
in modern cultures that are 
influenced by big businesses 
and corporate institutions. 
There is definitely a great 
need for a religious ap-
proach to the pollution in 
the planet, the pandemics 
and the absence of balance 
in this planet. Without this 
approach marginal and de-
tached small steps will not 
solve the big issues that are 
threatening the life of mod-
ern man. 
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their lives from their religion. We need 
to try to convince public about the role 
of religion. There is islamophobia. They 
are not allowing us to practice in public 
place. This seminar is to show what we 
can do as religious people together. My 
charity, Muslim Hands looks after 
20000 globally in their financial needs. 
Also Christian Aid does the same. We 
need to share these amazing and good 
works with the wider community.    
Rachel Pieh Jones spoke 
from Djebouti said: I am 
an American and  I am 
here to help the people. In 
Minnesota I had easy ac-
cess to people.   
But in Djebouti I am a 
stranger. My husband is 
professor who works in Northern Soma-
lia. As an outsider, I was the one who 
had strange calls. It was hard to be wel-
comed. But my Somali neighbours who 
are Muslims welcomed me. Should I 
listen to fearmonger females? When we 
landed in 2003 I was exhausted. We 
have 3.5 years twins. At the immigration 
the officer fixed my 
skirt  and  welcomed me.  I was like 
baby and needed holy welcomes. They 
were humbling. I realized that my faith 
did not make sense to people as a Chris-
tian.  My practices of faith did not make 
sense to others.   
They considered me infidel. It reminded 
me of my background when I consid-
ered others unbelievers. I hosted a party 
at my house.  Somali woman shouted: 
Time to go to pray. I had a desire to 
pray with them. What did it mean to 
pray alongside Muslims?  I understand 
prayers in better way now than be-
fore. My prayers and fasting proved to 
them I was not infidel. I tried fasting in 
Ramadan. I started cheating by drinking 
water. Then I abandoned fasting alto-
gether.  I went to dig deep into my 
Christian heritage. We step in the faiths 
of others.  Our differences do not need 
to divide us. Religious differences are 
surmountable. We can seek God togeth-
er. It is a process of opening arms. This 
is holy welcome. No collision. One invi-
tation to share something. Try to see the 
world from their view. There can be fear 
of the other. If I spend time with some-
one who does not share my faith I may 
feel he is spiritual threat. That is 
sad. These are opportunities to experi-
ence and grow. I am grateful to fellow 
Muslims who gave me the opportunity 
to share my experienc-
es,  
Bonnie Evans Hill 
said:  I tend to keep 
things simple knowing 
that there is more com-
plexity in this simplici-
ty. I ask myself ques-

tions: Where am I going? What is 
death? We make many journeys in our 
lifetime. Some may do bad things. But 
we must love them. Worst criminal 
must be cared for with humanity. There 
are times when religion must deal with 
people like in a court of law. Because 
we are in pandemic we decided that it 
may be better not to go church. We 
needed to save lives.  
We do not need to worship togeth-
er.  Priority is people and to keep them 
safe and the planet safe.   
We hear about how important it is to 
speak out when human rights are vio-
lated. Absolutely, speak out, but then 
what? What difference does it make to 
people on the ground? Reaching out 
with hand of friendship to enemy is 
costly. You have to listen to all 
sides. Remember how costly for people 
to agree or talk to you. Faith is a pro-
cess and a search for security, what is 
going on? Strongest faiths are those 
which have great doubts. To learn is to 
have ability to listen, observe and re-
spect. This is costly process. There is 
holy welcome.  There is wonderful 
welcome at the end and the next begin-
ning.   
Sheikh Ayub Rashid 
said: Our world faces 
many challenges; envi-
ronmental, health politi-
cal and others. Environ-
ment issues took central 
stage in recent times 
such as: deforestation, 
pollution, rising of sea levels, modern 
diseases and pandemics. Some of these 
are part of what we had done to the 
planet.  Verse 41 of Al Rum says: Cor-
ruption has emerged in land and sea 
due to what people have done. When 
we want to spend we should spend in 
accordance with our needs.  Allah says: 
don’t forget your share of this world. 
He not only created this world but He 
decorated it. This world is beautiful, 
but we made it ugly.  The pollution that 
we created prevents us from seeing the 
stars sometimes.  When Muslims go to 
worship sometimes they dress nice-
ly. But when we deal with the environ-
ment, we are careless. It is compulsory 
to look after this world.  Plant trees in 
your house to enhance the air. Th 
weapons used in wars are devastating 
both people and environment. Diesel 
cars may be banned, but there are 
tanks, aircraft and weapons which are 
worse than these cars. We need to be 
part of the solution and not part of the 
problem. This meeting is important. 
Our lives must not be left in the hands 
of politicians alone.  People of faith 
must come together.  We have to strike 
balance in our lives. By this balance we 
will make the world a better place.   

Muslim-Christian debate 

My religion, my life 
Session 1 

On Tuesday 8th June the annual Mus-
lim-Christian debate organised by the 
Islamic Unity Forum was held titled: 
My religion, my life. Two sessions 
were addressed by four speakers each. 
The first was chaired by Julian Bond 
(from the Methodist Church) and ad-
dressed by Dr Musharraf Hussain,  
(Scientist, educator and religious 
scholar),Rachel Pieh Jones -(writer, 
author of Stronger than Death),  Revd 
Bonnie Evans-Hills - (Executive Com-
mittee member of the World Congress 
of Faiths) and Sheikh Ayyoub Rashid 
- (Resident scholar at the Muslim 
community of Essex ).  
Dr Musharaf Hussain said that an 
authentic Christian and Muslim will 
be proud with their 
religion. Many are only 
ritualistic.  Shu’aib, 
Jethro, said to his peo-
ple: “ And O my peo-
ple ! give Just measure 
and weight, Nor with-
hold from the people 
The things that are their 
due : Commit not evil 
in the land With intent to do mischief. 
86. “ That which is left you By God is 
best for you, If ye (but) believed ! But 
I am not set Over you to keep watch ! 
”87. They said : “ Oh Shu’aib ! Does 
thy (religion of) prayer Command thee 
that we Leave off the worship which 
Our fathers practised, or That we 
leave off doing What we like with our 
property ? Truly, though art the one 
That forbeareth with faults And is 
right-minded ! ” He is telling them to 
believe in one God and avoid moral 
problem. They were fraudulent, they 
do not weight things properly. They 
were cheating. Their reaction was 
surprising? Does your prayer tell you 
to use our money in a different 
way? What they are saying is that 
your prayers is ritual. What does that 
have to do with my life?   
In our secular society we make dis-
tinction between religious and non-
religious. Jethro says: My religion is 
telling me how to live my life.   
There is video going around. It is 
parady of a person selling his goods in 
market with cheating. Then they show 
him at night with rosary and prayers 
mat.  When they asked him he said: 
That is my livelihood and my life. 
This is my religion. We do not accept 
this. This is considered hypocrisy 
which is lower than the low.  My reli-
gion is my life. Religious people must 
show that. They must not separate 
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The second session was chaired by Shab-
bir Razvi and addressed by  4 speakers;   
Revd David Butterworth (Lead chap-
lain to the NE) said: I inherited a prayers 
room. I listened and listened to people 
and realized that no one was welcomed 
to this interfaith prayers room. My role 
was outside church walls.  I heard they 
needed holy welcome. I spoke to NEC’s 
directors to provide prayers mats and 
Qurans. I went to the shop and bought 
them at 20 percent discount.  I encour-
aged NEC’s chief executive to visit pray-
ers room. It was low budget. NEC took 
on board the chaplaincy. Massive com-
panies asked for prayer room. I do not 
tolerate them, I celebrate them.  By being 
friendly and supportive of Muslim broth-
ers and sisters it enabled me to knock on 
doors for help.  Social justice world is 
collaborative. I worked with Muslim and 
Jewish men and women. It enabled me to 
have more engagement with local peo-
ple.  When Syrian crisis erupted the UK 
was not taking refugees. We worked 
together and enabled 15 Syrians to come 
to Birmingham. Cross party debate took 
place on chaplaincy floor. I have been at 
the House of Lords in the past and spo-
ken about welcoming neighbours. It 
proved the point. Faith with positive cel-
ebratory aspect means more doors are 
open.  I am an advocate of inclusion top 
to bottom   
Syed Mohsin Abbas (TV Journalist, 
broadcaster and documentary produc-
er): Personal faith revolves around jus-
tice and injustice.  I try to implement that 
justice within my world as defined by the 
holy Quran and the life of prophet Mo-
hammad. There are clear cut examples 
which give us clear picture of what jus-
tice means within Islam. That shaped 
what I call my religion. Islam is a way of 
life.  We are coerced to compromise our 
views due to dictates of secular-

ism.  Christianity, Islam etc are formulat-
ed and are easy target.  Presiding power 
in the world dictates what justice is How 
does injustice affect people at grassroot 
level?  What should people of religion do 
about it?  Corrupt hierarchy, eliticism are 
fundamental area of problem to morali-
ty.  You must look at the system careful-
ly and address negative symptoms like 
hierarchy and eliticism and the erosion of 
prophetic morality and ethics in all areas 
of life whether political instiutitons 
which are advocating different 
“religions”.  Social, economic and politi-
cal justices are aspects of religious obli-
gations.  We have to stand against op-
pression and oppressors. These vast insti-
tutions like WTO answer to elites. With-
in that network comes scienti-
cism.  Amongst these come institutions 
that represent faiths of the world. How 
do we come to solutions? When WHO 
says something about pandemic I ques-
tion that. I have to do this with global 
institutions which claim to be working 
for the interest of humanity. Mainstream 
social channels exercise censorship. We 
have to stand with truth and justice.   
Frank Gelli (Anglican priest, cultural 
critic and commentator) said:I want to go 
from the sacred to the sacramental. The 
ideal of sacrament is to bring people to-
gether.  Rituals bring people togeth-
er. People ask you for guidance. What do 
you think I should do?  People often ask 
for guidance. How can you do this if you 
do not know what the guide is. I often 
talk about the one-dimensional man. We 
live in an advanced digital society or 
culture which needs to be criticized. If 
religion is anything at all it should men-
tion the vertical dimension. Our culture 
is one dimensional that affirms particular 
type of values. St Peter the head of the 
apostles says: We must follow God than 
men. He laid down a fundamental criteri-
on. Today there are trendy causes and 
issues such as the relationship between 

church and state. Hegel said that state 
should be the incarnation of the ab-
sent.  It was nothing to do with the di-
vine. Function of the state is upholding 
the common good.  
When you get legislation on state’s 
policy you must be able to say: No. The 
obliteration bombing killed people. The 
issue was stuck to certain Christian 
values. The Church must have dialectic 
relations with the state. We must follow 
God not men. How can you love your 
enemies? I like to quote St Augustin: 
We must love our enemies. Quote St 
Peter: We must tow God not men.   
Dr Aly El Kabbany (researcher and 
commentator) said: In the holy Quran 
we learn about those who have faith 
and good deeds. I like to call for unity 
of people of religion. There are com-
mon goals that unite us: God, day of 
judgement and doing good to oth-
ers.  To promote our beliefs in justice, 
equality, social justice and being free to 
believe.  We have to have one voice 
against islamophobia and anti-
semiticism. Attacking religions is not 
the aim of secularism. The ethical and 
moral codes are breaking down.  Our 
unity is important to keep the moral and 
ethical code. The pillars of Islam in-
clude helping others. We should mix 
pillars of any religion and the principles 
and goals of that religion. Pillars are the 
base on which whole building 
stands. Ritual worshipping benefit the 
believer, not the society. We should 
respect our differences. They exist in-
side the religion itself. We should re-
spect each other’s belief. Let people of 
other religions speak with one voice to 
change society to that which we 
want. It gives you strength to challenge 
the media. I propose a programme to 
achieve unity among religions. It is 
forbidden to spoil the environment. We 
should promote these values and com-
bat pollution.   
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The recent killing of a Muslim family 
in Canada has brought back the debate 
about the rising tide of Islamophobia in 
the West. In Canada there is a realiza-
tion that the killing was most probably 
motivated by the culture of hatred to-
wards Islam fuelled by the negative 
imaging of Islam in Western media. In 
recent months leaders of big Muslim 
countries have raised their voices urg-
ing the Western countries to stand up to 
this challenge.  
Earlier this month President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan pledged to continue 
fighting against Islamophobia, as he 
condemned the latest attack in Canada, 
which killed four members of a family 
and injured their 9-year-old son in Lon-
don, Ontario. 
"The latest attack in Canada shows the 
level that Islamophobia has reached. 
Turkey will continue to persistently 
fight Islamophobia and defend the 
rights of the oppressed," Erdoğan told 
the ruling Justice and Ruling Party's 
(AK Party) parliamentary group meet-
ing Wednesday. 
The president noted that Muslims 
throughout the world in general and the 
Turks in Europe in particular, have 
become the main targets of hatred. 
He continued by saying that he would 
address the issue during his meetings 
with world leaders at the upcoming 
NATO summit next Monday. 
Turkish officials strongly condemned 
the recent attack in London, as they 
urged an immediate stop to the demon-
ization of Muslims. The killings sent 
shock waves across the country and 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau ex-
pressed his sorrow Tuesday in parlia-
ment as politicians paid tribute to the 
victims, first with a moment of silence 
and then with words.The rising trend of 
Islamophobia, racism and xenophobia 
have been disturbing the Turkish com-
munity living in Western countries, 
particularly in Europe. 
Turkish officials, including Erdoğan, 
have frequently urged Western decision
-makers and politicians to take a stand 
against racism and 
other types of dis-
crimination that 
have threatened the 
lives of millions of 
people living within 
the bloc’s borders. 
Turkey will prepare 
annual reports on 
acts of Islamophobia 
and racism in other 
countries, Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt 
Çavuşoğlu said ear-

lier this year. Erdoğan last month once 
again reiterated that Islamophobia has 
turned into one of the instruments used 
by Western politicians to cover up their 
failures. 
Racist attacks targeting Muslims or im-
migrants increasingly make the head-
lines as white supremacists become 
more efficient in an age where their ide-
als, or at least parts of them, are going 
mainstream. There is no single large 
group orchestrating these attacks against 
Muslims and immigrants; rather, indi-
vidual attacks lead to more attacks by 
copycats. 
The tolerant political climate under the 
pretext of freedom of speech has helped 
far-right sympathizers with violent 
tendencies expand their support. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Monday 
urged the Orga¬nisation of Islamic 
Coopera¬tion (OIC) to vehemently 
counter Islamophobia and falsely equat-
ing of Islam with radicalism and terror-
ism. 
He also took serious note of the recent 
European Parliament’s resolution to 
review GSP plus status of Pakistan and 
said the government would hold negoti-
ation with the European Union (EU) to 
delink the country’s GSP Plus status 
with blasphemy issues. 
The prime minister presided over two 
meetings — one with over 30 OIC am-
bassadors and the other with the ruling 
Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaf (PTI) leaders. 
When contacted, Infor¬mation Minister 
Fawad Chaudhry told Dawn that during 
the meeting with OIC envoys, the prime 
minister told them that Muslim countries 
had so far failed to convince the West 
that blasphemy of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) hurt the sentiments of over 1.5 
billion Muslims in the world and was 
not an issue of freedom of expression. 
He was of the view that whenever an 
incident of terrorism occurred, the West 
maligned the entire Muslim world which 
was absolutely wrong. 
“An act of any individual should not be 
called an act of the entire Ummah,” he 
added. 

PM Khan said Islam and the whole Mus-
lim world strongly condemned terrorism 
perpetrated by any one and in any form 
and manifestation. 
“But the whole Muslim Ummah should 
not be blamed for an act of an individual. 
Linking Islam with terrorism is absolute-
ly unjustified,” he added. 
According to the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO), Mr Khan met Islamabad-based 
ambassadors of countries belonging to 
the OIC to discuss ways to combat Is-
lamophobia and promote interfaith har-
mony. 
Mentioning the two letters addressed by 
him to the leaders of the Islamic world 
last year, the prime minister briefed the 
envoys on Pakistan’s efforts at the inter-
national level to create awareness of Is-
lamophobia and the need to collectively 
address the phenomenon. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif highlighted the need to up-
root extremism within the Islamic world 
and a consolidated and integrated con-
frontation with the growing Islamopho-
bia in the West. 
Zarif made the remarks at the high-
ranking officials' meeting of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 
which was held in New York via vide-
oconference on Wednesday, to discuss 
the issue of Islamophobia. 
During the session, Zarif, as the first 
speaker, expounded on the positions of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in the field 
of Islamophobia and the need for the 
global confrontation with it. 
It is imperative for the Islamic Ummah to 
unite against attempts at embracing Is-
lamophobia, including through such 
measures as the Muslim travel ban, ban-
ning Muslim symbols and the abhorrent 
use of such ignorant terms as “Islamic 
terrorism”. Meanwhile, we must root out 
terrorism and extremism within the Is-
lamic world. We need to take a unified 
and resolute stand against those who 
export hateful Takfiri ideologies. 
It is incumbent upon the international 
community to take more concrete 
measures to raise awareness at the global 

level on the need to coun-
ter Islamophobia, bigot-
ry, and anti-Muslim hate 
crimes. In this connec-
tion, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran expresses its 
strong support for OIC 
initiatives on tackling 
Islamophobia, in particu-
lar the designation of the 
15th of March as an In-
ternational Day to Com-
bat Islamophobia by the 
UN General Assembly. 

Muslim leaders call on the West to stand up to Islamophobia 
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The 5th Science Promotion Meeting 
held by the Mustafa (PBUH) Science 
and Technology Foundation gathered 
experts in science communication from 
India and Iran. 
The moderator initiated the discussion 
by pointing to the existing gap between 
science and media and how this gap 
has been formed. 
Mohammad Khodadadi, press deputy 
of the minister of Culture and Islamic 
Guidance, as the first speaker said 
“media is the factory of data 
production.” 
“The media and science are 
rapidly progressing and affect-
ing each other,” he continued. 
Nowadays, we are confronted 
with an unlimited amount of 
data, he added. 
Referring to this phenomenon 
as “an eruption of data” 
around the world, Khodadadi 
stated that this has made some 
forms of crisis like the flow of 
the fake news in the society. 
“Science belongs to all spheres of a 
society,” he asserted. 
Zahra Ojagh, head of the Media Stud-
ies department at Institute for Humani-
ties and Cultural Studies, talking about 
the gap between science and media 
pointed out that “this gap is prevalent 
all around the world, not just in devel-
oping countries.” 
She talked about the approach of media 
towards science, stating that science is 
often regarded and appreciated as “a 
solution to problems,” not as a means 
towards a new worldview. 
The social role of science must come to 
the fore more than before, Ojagh con-
tinued. 
There are different reasons behind the 
existing gap between science and me-
dia, she said, adding that when the au-
dience of science become producers of 
scientific content, pseudoscience hap-
pens and exacerbates the situation. 
“Science cannot be treated merely as a 
fantasy; it should be implemented in 
the minds of every one of us,” she 
highlighted. 
She also hinted at the different ap-
proaches in different countries towards 
science, stating that “the perception of 
policymakers from science” is the chief 
cause of such different approaches. 
Gauhar Raza, member of the National 
Institute of Science Communication 
and Information Resources of India, 
commenced his speech by saying that 
the gap between science and the society 
was extremely wide in the 16th and 
17th centuries. 
From the 17th century onward, people 
started to think about the world and 
science more seriously, he continued. 

We need more people having an exper-
tise in translating the language of scien-
tists for common people. 
Emphasizing that there is a problem 
with media when it comes to communi-
cating science to people, he said science 
must compete with other realms like 
politics, sports, culture, and movies. 
“Science is often defeated in this com-
petition,” he noted. 
Statistics and facts do not appeal to 
common people, he continued, adding 

Science must produce vision in society; not merely solution to adversities 
that “it is only amid facing natural disas-
ters that the society gets inclined to read 
science news.” 
Without having “a comprehensive per-
spective towards the whole system,” we 
cannot effectively transfer science to the 
society, he maintained. 
Science communication in most coun-
tries is not done effectively, he said, not-
ing that many newspapers still do not 
have a scientific section. 
Pointing to scientific and nonscientific 

data, he said “the less ten-
dency people show towards 
receiving and reading sci-
ence news, the harder it is to 
transfer science to the socie-
ty.” 
When it comes to science 
news, we should figure out 
the needs of people; that to 
what extent they need to 
receive science news, so that 
we can mainly target those 
needs, not more. 

Two months ago Radha Gobindo 
Pramanik and his wife threw a party to 
celebrate their daughter’s pregnancy 
and the upcoming birth of their long-
awaited grandchild. They were so hap-
py that they paid little attention to his 
wife’s cough. 
It’s an oversight that may forever haunt 
him. Within days, his wife, his daugh-
ter and his unborn grandchild were all 
dead, among the tens of thousands 
killed as the coronavirus ravaged India 
in April and May. “Everyone whom I 
loved the most has left me,” the 71-
year-old said on a recent night as a 
Hindu priest chanted mantras and per-
formed a ritual for the dead at his home 
in the northern city of Lucknow. “I am 
left alone in this world now.” 
As India emerges from its darkest days 
of the pandemic, families across the 
country are grieving all that they’ve 
lost and are left wondering if more 
could have been done to avoid this 
tragedy. 
There are also signs that the virus is not 
done devastating India’s families be-
cause even as new infections are down, 
thousands are still dying each day and 
the illness is believed to be spreading 
undetected in areas without access to 
testing. 
Ruby Srivastava lost 
her family in a single 
week in April. First her 
mother and father to the 
virus. Then her brother 
to a motorcycle acci-
dent. And finally her 
grandmother to shock. 

Now the 21-year-old is left dealing with 
the insurmountable pain and the ques-
tions she asks herself. 
She wonders if things might have been 
different if her father, a government 
worker in Lucknow, hadn’t been called 
away to help hold local elections in their 
state of more than 200 million people. 
Health experts had warned against hold-
ing the polls. Fearing the virus, many of 
the hundreds of thousands of government 
workers ordered to help out had begged 
not to go. But the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s government in Uttar Pradesh 
state insisted the vote would go ahead as 
planned. 
For four days, more than 1.3 million can-
didates fought for nearly 800,000 seats. 
Tens of millions voted as the virus 
spread unchecked. 
In the days that followed, scores of gov-
ernment employees who worked the 
polls would die. One teachers union said 
1,600 educators alone were killed, many 
of them complaining of fever and breath-
lessness. 
Srivastava wonders what would have 
happened if her father’s superiors be-
lieved him and hadn’t denied his requests 
for sick leave until finally he fainted in 
his office and was sent home. 

At the height of the surge, 
Indian hospitals were 
overwhelmed and life-
saving drugs and oxygen 
were were in short supply. 
People were dying on their 
way to health centers, 
gasping for breath. Fami-
lies were panicking. 

Indian families deal with the devastation 
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When the Mayor of London Sadiq Khan 
congratulated Zara Mohammed on being 
elected secretary-general of the Muslim 
Council of Britain, he said British Mus-
lims of colour had suffered a double blow 
of racism and Islamophobia, and cau-
tioned that hers was a “tough, tough job 
… arguably the toughest job in the coun-
try”. 
The event was an online version of an 
Iftar, the celebratory meal at the end of a 
day of fasting during the Muslim month 
of Ramadan, and the line-up of speakers 
selected by Mohammed included a bish-
op, a rabbi and a Sikh. 
While Britain’s three million-plus Mus-
lims are fragmented along ethnic and 
pedagogic lines, the MCB is the biggest 
umbrella body of mosques with about 
500 institutional members. As well as 
dealing with ideological differences be-
tween members, the MCB has also had 
a difficult relationship with the govern-
ment and the Conservative Party. 
Zara Mohammed sees huge scope for 
collaboration with other faith groups 
Yet the election of its first female secre-
tary-general, a 29-year-old training and 
development consultant, heralds a new 
chapter for British Islam. Self-assured 
and articulate, she is part of a new gener-
ation of British Muslims that is redefin-
ing how it engages with wider society. 
Her priorities for her two years in office, 
four if re-elected, are to help communi-
ties recover from the effects of the pan-
demic; empowering Muslim women and 
young people, and to tackle Islamophobia 
by encouraging greater Muslim participa-
tion in public life. 
On this first point she sees huge scope for 
collaboration with other faith groups. 
“We’ve seen that faith is like a fourth 
frontline service during this pandemic,” 
she says, speaking from her home in 
Glasgow by Zoom. She cites foodbanks 
provided by mosques, churches, the Sikh 
and Jewish communities.  
Mohammed made headlines when on day 
four of her role, BBC Woman’s 
Hour presenter Emma Barnett asked her 
four times how many female imams there 
are and each time she did not answer 
directly. About 100 politicians, writers 
and other prominent figures signed a let-
ter criticising Barnett for be-
ing “strikingly hostile”. If asked now, she 
says, she would point out that the role of 
imam is purely functional, that the MCB 
helps women to become scholars and 
chaplains and that she has added eight 
women to the MCB’s national council, 
where women make up at least 20 per 
cent of the 50 to 60 members. 
Believing that young Muslim girls should 
be free to decide whether they wear the 
headscarf or not, Mohammed acknowl-
edges the MCB could do more. She is 
redesigning a course it runs entitled 
the Women in Mosques Development 

Woman on a mission to change Islam’s image 
Programme. “I don’t want it to be to-
kenistic,” says Mohammed, whose fam-
ily is of Pakistani origin and who grew 
up in Glasgow, studied law and politics 
and gained a master’s degree in human 
rights law at Strathclyde University. 
As for tackling Islamophobia, Moham-
med says that efforts should be made to 
reach out to Muslims who are on the 
margins of society rather than just high-
lighting instances of attacks against 
Muslims. “Islamophobia is quite nega-
tive, right? So let’s start before that 
problem … how do we increase engage-
ment and participation, whether that’s 
politically or [through] social mobility, 
helping young Muslims really feel like 
they’re part of society?” 
She says many new networks have got 
in touch to ask her how to become more 
inclusive: “the interfaith community, 
women’s organisations, human rights 
organisations, professional networks, 
schools … banks”. 
However, it is understood that the gov-
ernment will not resume relations with 
the MCB until it has apologised for 
historic links to extremism. The body 
put in place various reforms in 2010 
after a previous deputy leader, Dr Daud 
Abdullah, added his name to a call for 
violence against Israel. “The MCB has 
friends in the Lib Dems, Labour, the 
Greens and the SNP,” notes Francis 
Davis, professor of religion, communi-
ties and public policy at Birmingham 
University. He added that some Pente-
costals, Hindus and Sikhs espoused 
more socially conservative views than 
those voiced by the MCB, but Muslims 
“are given higher standards” by the gov-
ernment. 
Mohammed says she does not know 
why the government still refuses to en-
gage with the MCB. “I represent new 
leadership, young leadership, the future, 
and it’s just a missed opportunity,” she 
says. Will she apologise for past actions 
of the MCB? “I was a teenager at the 
time of these things and the MCB’s 
already made its positions clear on all of 
those matters. It just feels a bit unfair 
that I’m being held to account for it. 
Shouldn’t they have a relationship with 
me and find out more about my vision 
and the work I’m do-
ing?” she says. “I think 
we need to have a sit-
down and have a conver-
sation and have a proper 
discussion … [Saying] 
‘We’re not even going to 
talk to you’, how is that 
an adult conversation?” 
The MCB criticised Bo-
ris Johnson before his 
election as prime minis-
ter for his use of inflam-
matory language to de-
scribe Muslims. And it 

has repeatedly urged the Conservative 
party to investigate allegations of Islam-
ophobia within its ranks. The party apolo-
gised last month after an independent 
review commissioned by Johnson con-
cluded that “anti-Muslim sentiment re-
mains a problem” within the party. Yet 
Mohammed told the BBC the report 
“doesn’t go far enough to really address 
the institutional nature of Islamophobia”. 
In practice, the door to government is ajar 
rather than shut. Mohammed met Penny 
Mordaunt, the paymaster-general, in Feb-
ruary and discussed women’s empower-
ment. After the meeting she wrote to the 
government asking why it was still refus-
ing to engage but has received no reply. 
In March she addressed the Women and 
Equalities Parliamentary Committee to 
discuss vaccine hesitancy and public 
health inequality among ethnic minorities. 
For Mohammed, the pandemic has shown 
that the government needs the sort of ac-
cess to communities that the MCB has to 
offer. The MCB has been vigorously pro-
moting the Covid vaccine to its affiliates. 
Another stalemate with the government is 
around how to define Islamophobia. The 
All-Party Parliamentary Group on British 
Muslims defined it in 2019 as “a type of 
racism that targets expressions of Mus-
limness or perceived Muslimness”, but 
the government rejected this formula, 
which critics said would inhibit free 
speech. Mohammed disagrees. “We need 
to be able to have healthy discussions and 
debates on all religions,” she says, “but 
what we’re worried about is hate speech”. 
Hate speech, along with inclusivity and 
diversity are common concerns among 
Mohammed’s millennial peers, albeit with 
a focus that tends to be on sexuality and 
gender rather than religion and ethnicity. 
Dr Azim Ahmed, deputy director of Car-
diff University’s Centre for the Study of 
Islam in the UK, says millennial Muslims 
may share with their non-Muslim peers a 
“desire for freedoms, civil rights and 
equality”, and may espouse liberal, pro-
gressive views on issues such as gay 
rights, while holding on to a strong reli-
gious identity. 
Mohammed’s election has made a strong-
minded, 29-year-old veiled woman the 
new face of British Islam, and she has 

been well received. Exten-
sive social action by Mus-
lims during the pandemic 
has given Mohammed a 
good news story to tell. She 
has also used her age and 
gender to build bridges. She 
has not yet satisfied the 
MCB’s detractors that the 
substance has changed and 
not just the style. For now, 
she appears to be pointing to 
a new way of being Muslim, 
and for Muslims, a new way 
of being British. 
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Informal Politics in the Middle East 
state. In both cases, these activities can 
and do achieve tangible results for par-
ticular groups of people, as well as for 
the state.  
 For many, informal politics and civil 
mobilisation are not a choice, but a ne-
cessity to secure—collectively—some 
kind of social security, through commu-
nal reciprocity and everyday activism. 
Ironically, Middle Eastern authorities 
often turn a blind eye to informal organ-
ising, because ‘self-help’ schemes allow 
certain social groups to survive—
reducing their instinct to make demands 
of, or seek support from, the state. Peo-
ple are discouraged from political action 
and dissent; yet they are simultaneously 
encouraged to seek their own better-
ment, often leading to politicised groups 
and associations. By analysing these 
formations, the contributors shed light 
on informal politics in the region. 
Reviews 
This book fills a large gap in the study 
of the Middle East by offering a critical 
analysis of the interaction of formal and 
informal politics. Interesting, timely and 
important, it is necessary reading for 
those wanting to understand contempo-
rary politics.’ — Simon Mabon, Profes-
sor of International Politics, Lancaster 
University, and author of Houses Built 
on Sand: Violence, Sectarianism and 
Revolution in the Middle East 
‘This is an excellent volume of essays 
with a great deal of depth and balance. It 
provides a welcome reminder of the 

Suzi Mirgani 
The culture of politics within any sys-
tem of governance is influenced by how 
state and society interact, and how 
these relationships are mediated by 
existing political institutions, whether 
formal or informal. The chapters in this 
volume highlight two broad types of 
informal political engagement in the 
Middle East: civil action that works in 
tandem with the state apparatus, and 
civil action that poses a challenge to the 

nuance and complexity of, and the lack 
of a simple “binary” between, formal 
and informal politics.’ — Kristian 
Coates Ulrichsen, Fellow for the Mid-
dle East, Rice University 
‘This illuminating book examines those 
hazy quarters of the Middle East where 
ordinary people challenge their distort-
ed states, and seek more equitable soci-
eties. Current political, economic, de-
mographic, and environmental trends 
guarantee that informal politics will 
continue rattling the region. An indis-
pensable book.’ — Rami Khouri, 
American University of Beirut 
‘The very idea of “nation-state” was a 
monkey wrench that European coloni-
alism threw into colonized countries 
around the globe. This excellent vol-
ume skilfully teases out the dynamics 
of formal and informal politics. A bril-
liant collection of insights.’ — Hamid 
Dabashi, Hagop Kevorkian Professor 
of Iranian Studies and Comparative 
Literature, Columbia University 
Editor(s) 
Suzi Mirgani is Assistant Director for 
Publications at the Center for Interna-
tional and Regional Studies (CIRS), 
Georgetown University in Qatar. She is 
the author of Target Markets, the editor 
of Art and Cultural Production in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, and an inde-
pendent filmmaker, telling stories from 
the Arab world. 
Publisher: Hurst 
Paperback 336 pages £25 
ISBN: 978178738482 
Date of publishing: July 2021 

by Rose Wellman  
Since Iran's 1979 Revolution, the im-
perative to create and protect the inner 

purity of family and nation in the face of 
outside spiritual corruption has been a 
driving force in national politics. 
Through extensive fieldwork, Rose 
Wellman examines how Basiji families, 
as members of Iran's voluntary paramili-
tary organization, are encountering, 
enacting, and challenging this impera-
tive. Her ethnography reveals how fami-
lies and state elites are employing 
blood, food, and prayer in commemora-
tions for martyrs in Islamic national 
rituals to create citizens who embody 
familial piety, purity, and closeness to 
God. Feeding Iran provides a rare and 
humanistic account of religion and fam-
ily life in the post-revolutionary Islamic 
Republic that examines how home life 
and everyday piety are linked to state 
power. 
Rose Wellman is Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn. 
Reviews 
"Rose Wellman’s exemplary study of 
everyday life in provincial Iran breathes 
new life into the perennially topical 

Feeding Iran: Shi`i Families & the Making of the Islamic Republic 
question of the sources of emotional 
resonance and moral legitimacy of kin-
ship, religion, and the nation. The result 
is a luminous anthropological work that 
clarifies the mutual resonance and natu-
ralizing potential resting between spaces 
of intimacy and state power."––Janet 
Carsten, Professor of Social and Cultur-
al Anthropology, University of Edin-
burgh 
"Conducting anthropological research in 
Iran these days presents great challeng-
es; such an endeavor is taken on only by 
the strong-hearted and intrepid. Rose 
Wellman, among only a few, has ac-
complished an even greater task: she has 
gained the trust of Iranian regime sup-
porters and helped us to better under-
stand them and appreciate their rea-
sons."––Mary Elaine Hegland, author 
of Days of Revolution: Political Unrest 
in an Iranian Village 
 
Publisher: California University Press 
Hardcover 262 £66.00 
ISBN: 9780520376878 
Date of publishing: June 2021 
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3. Those who love 

the life of this 

world more than 

the Hereafter, 

who hinder (men) 

from the Path of 

Allah and seek 

therein some-

thing crooked: 

they are astray 

by a long dis-

tance. 

4. We sent not an 

apostle except 

(to teach) in the 

language of his 

(own) people, in 

order to make 

(things) clear to 

them. Now Allah 

leaves straying 

those whom He 

pleases and 

guides whom He 

pleases: and He is 

Exalted in power, 

full of Wisdom. 

5. We sent Moses 

with Our signs 

(and the com-

mand). "Bring out 

thy people from 

the depths of 

darkness into 

light, and teach 

them to remember 

the Days of Al-

lah." Verily in 

this there are 

Signs for such as 

are firmly pa-

tient and con-

stant,- grateful 

and appreciative.

(Abraham) 

www.abraronline. 

net 
This is our website. 

Have   visited it: It 

will put   you face-

to-face with an al-

ternative world, full 

of spirituality, mo-

rality coupled with 

modern outlooks 

and perspectives.  
We want to hear  

your views on its 

contents, layout 

and general quality. 

Join us in our Noon 

and Afternoon 

 prayers 

Everyday 

at 13.00 

Once a man saw in his dream, that a lion was 
chasing him. The man ran to a tree, climbed 
on to it and sat on a branch. He looked down 
and saw that the lion was still there waiting 
for him. The man then looked to his side 
where the branch he was sitting on was at-
tached to the tree and saw that two rats were 
circling around and eating the branch. One 
rat was black and the other one was white. 
The branch will soon fall on the ground. 
The man then looked below again with fear 
and discovered that a big black snake had 
come and settled directly under him. The 
snake opened its mouth right under the man 
so that he will fall into it. The man then 
looked up to see if there was anything that he 
could hold on to. He saw another branch 
with a honeycomb. Drops of honey were 
falling from it. The man wanted to taste one 
of the drops. So, he put his tongue out and 
tasted one of the falling drops of honey. The 
honey was amazing in taste. So, he wanted 
to taste another drop and then another and as 
a result, he got lost into the sweetness of the 
honey. He forgot about the two rats eating 
his branch away, the lion on the ground and 
the snake that is sitting right under him. 
Suddenly when the branch broke he remem-
bered all the dangers woke up from his sleep. 
Since this was an unique dream, the man 
went to a pious scholar of Islam to know its 
meaning.  
The scholar said "The lion you saw is your 
death. It always chases you and goes where 
ever you go. The two rats, one black and one 
white, are the night and the day. Black one is 
the night and the white one is the day. They 
circle around, coming one after another, to 
eat your time as they take you closer to 
death. The big black snake with a dark 
mouth is your grave. It's there, just waiting 
for you to fall into it. The honeycomb is this 
world and the sweet drops of honey are the 
luxuries of this world. We like to taste a little 
of the luxuries of this world and it's very 
sweet. Then we want to taste little more and 
then more. Meanwhile, we get lost into it 
and we forget about our time, we forget 
about our death and we forget about our 
grave." 

The lion, rats, snake 
and the honey comb 

The more often a stupidity is repeated, 
the more it gets the appearance of 

wisdom. 
FRANCOIS-MARIE AROUET 

 
One should not commit no stupidity 
twice - the variety of choice is, in the 

end, large enough. 
JEAN-PAUL SARTRE 

On the day of her Commencement Ceremony, 
a proud father congratulated his excited daugh-
ter, “Alhamdulillah, my darling! You have 
now graduated from university with honours! 
I’m so glad. So pleased! You know what, hon-
ey, here is my old car. Yes. I know it’s pretty 
old. I acquired it many years ago. But before I 
give it to you, please take it to the used car lot 
downtown and tell them that you are consider-
ing to sell it. Let’s see how much they can 
offer you.” 
The daughter went to the used car lot, returned 
to her father and said, “Dad, they offered me 
$1,000 because it has travelled too far. And it 
looks somewhat worn out.” 
The father instructed, “Now, take it to the 
pawn shop.” 
Off the daughter went to the pawn shop and 
she soon returned to her father sighing, “The 
pawn shop offered just $200 because truly, 
they could see that it is a very extremely old-
fashioned car. Not up-to-date at all.” 
The father lastly asked his daughter to go to a 
car club that weekend and show them the car. 
The daughter took the car to the club and oh 
boy! Was she pleasantly surprised! 
“Dad, some people in the club offered me 
$50,000 for it since it’s an iconic car. It’s a 
special car which is sought out after by many!” 
The father exclaimed, “SubhaanAllah! Alham-
dulillah! Allahu akbar! Amazing, isn’t it? 
You see, honey. The right place values you the 
right way.  Therefore, if you are not valued by 
someone, do not be angry. Do not stay. It just 
means you are in the wrong place. Those who 
know your true value are those who appreciate 
you. Never stay in a place where no one sees 
your value. Move on. Make Hijrah to a better 
place, in shaa Allah.” 

The Right Place 


