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Revisiting the concept of Divine Order 
This month the Iranian people marked the 42nd 
anniversary of their Islamic Revolution that had 
swept away the era of the Pahlavi dynasty and 
formed the first Islamic rule in the modern era. 
For forty years they were made to pay for their 
“disloyalty” to the political system that had 
dominated the world since World War Two. 
The Islamic Republic has paid heavy price for 
their proclamation of their “Islamic system”, 
which is often referred to by the Western media 
as “Political Islam”. Although Western hostility 
to religion has been raging since the time of 
renaissance it has amplified in recent decades as 
religiosity started to assume political dimen-
sion. This coincided with the Western procla-
mation of ideological and political victory over 
the communist- socialist political system that 
had challenged them since World War One. 
The rise of “political Islam” coincided with 
what seemed to be a decisive phase in the ideo-
logical encounters between the West and the 
East. At the time concepts of “conflict of civili-
sations” were raised in conjunction with the 
admiration for “liberal democracy” which was 
presented as the ultimate achievement of man-
kind on the political scene. It was a period of 
pride for The West’s liberal democracy whose 
promotion was among the priority list of their 
foreign policy. The US military might whose 
effectiveness had been established in the war to 
remove Iraqi forces from Kuwait was seen cru-
cial for the spread of the democracy in the 
world. This position was made stronger by the 
rising interest in the human right issues which 
were made part of the Western strategy. The 
West was in no mood to accept the introduction 
of an alternative ideology-based political sys-
tem on the world arena. Political Islam was 
seen a threat by the West. 
In the subsequent two decades the West could 
have made a difference in the Arab and Muslim 
worlds. With its political and military achieve-
ments democratic transfor-
mation as possible. But it 
is clear that this was not 
among their priorities. The 
skepticism among the Arab 
and Muslim people to-
wards the Western agendas 
was proven beyond any 
reasonable doubt when the 
Arab Spring was merci-
lessly crushed by the dicta-

torial regimes supported by the West which was 
fearful of the emergence of democracies that 
would sweep “Islamists” to power. Meanwhile 
the pressure on Iran was mounting with the 
same vigour as the repression meted out on the 
Islamists who could rise to power. The mush-
rooming of terrorist movements was seen as an 
attempt to confuse the situation and stop any 
attempt to promote democratic practices. Iran 
remained loyal to its principles in general 
terms, but was, itself, besieged by the counter-
Revolution forces. Gradually the medium-term 
Western strategies were directed towards the 
containment of democratization processes. Un-
limited support was given to dictators and the 
balance of power in the region was fundamen-
tally changed away from the traditional allianc-
es. Suddenly small countries like the United 
Arab Emirates were given the green light to 
push forward with their agendas of expansion-
ism and political domination. The intention was 
to push the region towards normalization of 
relations with Israel in order to maintain the 
status quo.  
All along Iran was viewed as the main obstacle 
to this fundamental transformation. It had sup-
ported the Arab Spring in its early stages. Teh-
ran viewed the revolutions of 2011 as an exten-
sion of their own revolution. They even called 
them “Islamic awareness” movements. The 
targeting of Iran was subsequently subjected to 
even more pressures especially by the Trump 
administration. As its leaders and people mark 
the 42nd anniversary of the Revolution, there is 
a case for them to rejoice as their commitment 
to their political ideology shows no sign of 
abating. Despite the rejection by the Western 
liberals of religion in public space the fact re-
mains that the gradual erosion of political mo-
rality has pushed many to look for a religion as 
a possible source of a moral world. Yet the war 
for hearts and minds of the world’s elites will 

continue as the moral 
crisis deepens in a world 
that is sailing in turbu-
lent oceans without 
compass. There is still a 
place for the Islamic 
project in public space; 
this is an important les-
son for the world from 
the Iranian experience 
after 42 years. 
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to open up its  nuclear programme minus 
the military part of it. So this is what we 
are observing in Iran and this trend is 
going to continue until next year. They 
are talking about abolishing the office of 
the presidency, quite possibly going back 
to the parliamentary system so you will 
not be stuck with a liberal like Hassan 
Rohani or anybody else for two terms 
which is eight years and going into a 
prime  ministerial system and you are 
forecasting that Iran’s next president or 
prime minister will be somebody coming 
from the armed forces, particularly the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard. 
Dr Marcus Papadopoulos;  
American foreign policy – whose over-
riding tenant is the expansion of Ameri-
ca’s mastery of the international scene, 
through political or economic or cultural 
or military means remains the same un-
der each and every American president. 
Methods can differ but the aims remain 
the same. American foreign policy under 
the new US president, Joe Biden, will not 
change, despite the dull-witted argu-
ments to the contrary, as put forward by 
liberals in the Western world. 
I am of the opinion that there are con-
flicting groups within the American es-
tablishment concerning the Iran agree-
ment. Whilst the American establishment 
is unified and resolute in its determina-
tion to destroy the Iranian revolution, 
there are some elements in it who believe 
that that last 10 years have witnessed a 
tremendous amount of American re-
sources being directed into the Middle 
East – Libya, Syria and Yemen – and 
that now is not the appropriate time to 
enter into a military conflict with Iran; 
they argue that, instead, America needs 
time to recuperate so that the country 
would be in a much better position upon 
which to directly set about overthrowing 
the Iranian authorities hence, the argu-
ment goes, Washington should rejoin the 
Iran Agreement, essentially to buy time 
for Washing to prepare for a showdown 
with Tehran. 
Turning to how America’s relations with 
its allies in the Middle East will fare un-
der Biden, it is most certainly the case 
that differing opinions amongst the 
groups which comprise the American 
establishment over the Iran agreement 
may cause some tension between the US 
and Israel and the US and Saudi Arabia 
(The Israel and Saudi States are two of 

Washington’s most important of allies 
in the international arena). Naturally Tel 
Aviv and Riyadh are vociferously op-
posed to America rejoining the Iran 
Agreement and instead favour America 
embarking on a military campaign to 
destroy the Iran revolution and thereby 
topple the Iranian government. 
A Biden presidency, seeking to capital-
ise on the normalisation of relations 
between Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates and Israel and Bahrain, which 
Biden so enthusiastically rejoiced over, 
will strive to enlist further Arab coun-
tries in establishing relations with the 
Jewish state as this will serve to in-
crease Israel’s standing in the region. 
To conclude: what Iran can expect from 
a Biden presidency is  what Iran has 
been subjected to by the US ever since 
the great Iranian revolution of 42 years 
ago: namely a continuation of attempts 
by Washington to destroy  the Iranian 
revolution through economic warfare,  
Paul Ingram:After the revolution Ayo-
tollah Khomeini was against any nucle-
ar power and indeed any Western tech-
nology. It was seen as deeply unIslamic. 
But that view changed when he started 
to realise and certainly Khameini after 
him realised that technology was useful. 
Previously going back several decades 
there was a story of Western powers 
Nuclear power became a very strong 
symbol, particularly when President 
Ahmedinejad took power and the more 
he focused on the nuclear power pro-
gramme and attempted to control it the 
more it became a powerful symbol.  

* To mark the birth 
anniversary of Fati-
ma al-Zahra, Proph-
et Mohammed’s 
daughter, Abrar 
weekly meeting on 
Thursday 4th Febru-
ary was dedicated to 
discussion on issues 
related to Muslim women. Two speak-
ers addressed the meeting: Dr Wajiha 
Bahbahani from Kuwait and Layla 
Mazboudi from Lebanon. Dr Bahbahani 
talked about the pressures on present 
day Muslim women especially with 
their hijab. She dealt with issues relat-
ing to the upbringing and the role of the 
parents in forming the characters of 
their children.  
Layla Mazboudi 
talked about her 
experience as a 
young Muslim 
woman in France in 
the eighties. The 
anti-hijab advocates 
often say it under-
mines the beauty of 
the woman. On the contrary, she said, 
her hijab brought her admiration.  

Continued on page 4 

US, Iran and the Middle East 
 

On 2nd February an online seminar 
was organized by the Open Discussion 
and the Gulf Cultural Club titled: US, 
Iran and the Middle East. It was 
chaired by Shabbir Razvi and ad-
dressed by three speakers. 
Alexander Azadgan, a professor and 
senior geopolitical analyst residing at 
U, said:  The Iranian revolution was a 
pivotal moment not just in the Muslim 
world but also in the broader Arab 
world and from a geo political perspec-
tive in the entire world.  Joe Biden is a 
continuation in a different way of 
Trump’s policies. Here is a man in 
whose entire cabinet the main positions 
are all held by Zionists. We believe the 
struggle in the Muslim world  is with 
the misinterpretation of Islam that 
started around 300 years ago in the 
Arabian  Peninsula by Wahabism. 
Iran for the past 42 years has been 
deemed as the great danger to the new 
world order. Today’s version of the 
Saddam Hussein imposed war is mani-
festing itself in terms of Israel trying to 
create a wedge between two Muslim 
countries; Saudi Arabia and Iran and 
trying to create an Iraq 2 conflict.  
The Iranian revolution did not have the 
sophistication that is has today. Natu-
rally revolutions evolve as time goes 
by. The capture of the US embassy was 
an impulsive act and they fell into the 
hands of their enemies. 
You have to understand that the Iranian 
revolution was a consortium of many 
anti-Shah movements. The clergy came 
out victorious from all these different 
groups. The MKO the Mujahideen Al 
Khalq are probably the most viable anti
-Iranian opposition groups. They sided 
with Saddam Hussein during the 
Baathist imposed war during those 
eight years. They are loathed by Irani-
ans. But they are viable in terms of 
being the operational arm of Mossad. 
They were instrumental in the savage 
murder of the Iranian nuclear physicist. 
This concept of heroic flexibility that 
the Iranian leader was talking about is 
becoming fruitful.  This term that they 
concocted deep within Iranian think 
tanks was not just about showing flexi-
bility during the nuclear negotiations. 
It was to show good faith to the entire 
global community that Iran was willing 
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MCB’s New Secretary General 
 

On 31st January, the 23rd Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM) of the MCB took 
place virtually for the first time. 
This follows the online hustings between 
the two Secretary General candidates, 

Ajmal Masroor and 
Zara Mohammed, 
the week before. 
The new Secretary 
General (SG) as 
announced by the 
Election Commis-
sioner Khalid Sofi, 
is Zara Mohammed. 
Upon her elec-
tion, Zara Moham-

med, said: “My vision is to continue to 
build a truly inclusive, diverse and repre-
sentative body; one which is driven by 
the needs of British Muslims for the 
common good. Being elected as the first 
female Secretary General is quite an 
honour and I hope it will inspire more 
women and young people to come for-
ward to take on leadership roles. They 
are the future of this organisation and 
our society.” 
Hassan Joudi has also been re-elected as 
Deputy Secretary General. 
Outgoing Secretary General of the Mus-
lim Council of Britain, Harun Khan, 
said: “It has been a privilege and honour 
to serve our communities over the past 
four and a half years as Secretary-
General of this great national institution. 
There have been some amazing achieve-
ments during my tenure which stand 
testament to the dedication of volun-
teers, staff and our members. I wish the 
very best of success to Ms. Zara Mo-
hammed – may she continue to lead this 
organisation to greater heights for the 
betterment of our communities across 
the country.”  
 
Protests sweep Myanmar to op-

pose coup, support Suu Kyi 
 
Tens of thousands of people rallied 
across Myanmar on Sunday to denounce 
last week’s coup and demand the release 
of elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi, in 
the biggest protests since the 2007 Saf-
fron Revolution that helped lead to dem-
ocratic reforms. 
In a second day of widespread protests, 
crowds in the biggest city, Yangon, 
sported red shirts, red flags and red bal-
loons, the colour of Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy Party (NLD). 
“We don’t want military dictatorship! 
We want democracy!” they chanted. 
On Sunday afternoon, the junta ended a 
day-long blockade of the internet that 
had further inflamed anger since the 
coup last Monday that has halted the 
Southeast Asian nation’s troubled transi-

tion to democracy and drawn internation-
al outrage. 
Massive crowds from all corners of Yan-
gon gathered in townships and headed 
toward the Sule Pagoda at the heart of 
the city, also a rallying point during the 
Buddhist monk-led 2007 protests and 
others in 1988. 
They gestured with the three-finger sa-
lute that has become a symbol of protest 
against the coup. Drivers honked their 
horns and passengers held up photos of 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Suu Kyi. 
“We don’t want a dictatorship for the 
next generation,” said 21-year-old Thaw 
Zin. “We will not finish this revolution 
until we make history. We will fight to 
the end.” 
 
Moussa Faki re-elected  head of 

African Union Commission 
 
Chairperson of the African Union (AU) 
Commission Moussa Faki Mahamat has 
been re-elected for a 
second four-year 
term. 
This came at the 
opening of the 34th 
Ordinary Session of 
the AU Assembly, 
being held virtually 
on 6-7 February at 
the Union's head-
quarters in Addis 
Ababa, with the par-
ticipation of the heads of state and gov-
ernment of all the 55 African countries. 
The former Chadian prime minister, who 
ran unopposed, received support from 51 
of 55 member states in Saturday’s secret 
ballot, according to media reports. 
Also, Monique Nsanzabaganwa, who 
until recently served as the Deputy Gov-
ernor of the National Bank of Rwanda, 
was elected as the AU Commission Dep-
uty Chairperson, and DR Congo Presi-
dent Félix Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo 
was elected as the new Chairperson of 
the African Union for the year 2021. 
 

U.S. to drop Houthi terrorist 
designation due to Yemen crisis 
 
The United States intends to revoke the 
Houthi movement’s terrorist designation 
in response to Yemen’s humanitarian 
crisis, reversing one of the Trump admin-
istration’s most criticised last-minute 
decisions. 
The move, confirmed by a State Depart-
ment official on Friday, came a day after 
President Joe Biden declared a halt to 
U.S. support for the Saudi Arabia-led 
military campaign in Yemen, which is 
widely seen as a proxy conflict between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 
“Our action is due entirely to the 
humanitarian consequences of this last-

minute designation from the prior ad-
ministration, which the United Nations 
and humanitarian organizations have 
since made clear would accelerate the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis,” the 
The U.N. describes Yemen as the 
world’s biggest humanitarian crisis, 
with 80% of its people in need. 
Last month the United Nations’ aid 
chief warned the new sanctions would 
push Yemen into a famine on a scale 
not seen for nearly 40 years. Famine 
has never been officially declared but 
indicators have deteriorated across the 
country. 
“We welcome the stated intention by 
the U.S. administration to revoke the 
designation as it will provide profound 
relief to millions of Yemenis who rely 
on humanitarian assistance and com-
mercial imports to meet their basic sur-
vival needs,” U.N. spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said. 
 
ICC ruling opens the door for 
justice in occupied Palestine 

 
The ruling of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) that it does have jurisdic-
tion over grave crimes committed in 
occupied Palestinian territory is a 
“significant step forward in the quest 
for justice and accountability”, an inde-
pendent UN human rights expert said 
on Tuesday. 
“This offers profound hope to those 
who believe that consequences, not 
condonation, must be the answer to the 
commission of grave crimes," said Mi-
chael Lynk, the Special Rapporteur for 
the situation of human rights in the Pal-
estinian territory occupied since 1967.  
The judgment, 
which includes 
potential war 
crimes, is a major 
move towards end-
ing impunity in the 
53-year-old occu-
pation of the West 
Bank, including 
East Jerusalem and 
Gaza. 
“The leading political organs of the 
United Nations have repeatedly failed 
to enforce their own significant body of 
resolutions on the Israeli occupation," 
the UN expert said. “This ruling opens 
the door for credible allegations of 
Rome Statute crimes to finally be in-
vestigated and potentially reach the trial 
stage at the ICC.” 
Lynk urged the international communi-
ty to support the ICC process, remind-
ing that “the preamble of the Rome 
Statute calls for ‘international coopera-
tion’ to ensure the ‘lasting respect for 
and the enforcement of international 
justice’”.   
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What is the truth behind China’s ill-
treatment of Muslims? Here is a view 
point that is different from what is gen-
erally said. So what is the reality? How 
much of it is truth and how much is 
anti-China propaganda? 
 
By Xie Wenting  Feb 08 
Global Times reporter Xie 
Wenting (GT) interviewed 
Yang Faming (Yang), pres-
ident of the China Islamic 
Associationto find an-
swers.  
GT: How many Muslims 
now live in China? What 
efforts has the Chinese gov-
ernment made to ensure the 
normal needs of Muslims? 
Yang: China now has more than 20 
million Muslims. The Chinese govern-
ment cares about and ensures the nor-
mal religious needs of Muslims which is 
reflected in the following five aspects. 
First, China supports the publication of 
religious books. The Koran and other 
Islamic scriptures have been translated, 
published and distributed in Chinese, 
Uygur, Kazak, Kirgiz and other lan-
guages. 
Second, the Chinese government pro-
tects normal religious activities. Reli-
gious activities such as praying and 
fasting carried out by Muslims in 
mosques and at their homes in accord-
ance with religious customs are protect-
ed by law. Since 1996, the government 
has arranged chartered flights for pil-
grims every year (which was suspended 
in 2020 due to the pandemic) and pro-
vided high-quality services including 
medical treatment, catering, transporta-
tion and accommodation to ensure the 
safety and orderly activities of the pil-
grims. The convenient travel arrange-
ments for pilgrims have also won praise 
from abroad.  
Third, the Chinese government supports 
the publication of religious cultural 
works and relevant media outlets. The 
government supports the China Islamic 
Association in publishing its magazine 
China Muslims in both Chinese and 
Uygur languages, and in opening web-
sites in both Chinese and Uygur lan-
guages to explain the basic knowledge 
of Islam and guide Muslims in their 
faith and practice. 
Fourth, the government supports the 
training of high-level religious person-
nel. The government has approved the 
establishment of 10 Islamic institutions 
to cultivate high-level religious person-
nel. 
Fifth, the government helps improve the 
infrastructure of places for religious 
activities. Water, electricity, gas, com-
munications channels, radio and televi-
sion, and cultural libraries in mosques 

Adapting Islam to local conditions in China? 
have been installed in these places to 
improve the condition for believers to 

practice their religion.  
GT: What's the latest de-
velopment of the five-year 
plan for the sinicization of 
Islam? Why is the siniciza-
tion of Islam important?   
Yang: In order to ensure 
the healthy development of 
Islam itself and the better 
adaptation of Islam to the 
socialist society with Chi-
nese characteristics, the 
China Islamic Association 
has drawn up the outline 
for the five-year work plan 

(2018-22) for the religion's sinicization 
in China. The outline laid out scientific 
plans for promoting patriotism, building 
a system of Islam classics with Chinese 
characteristics, improving rules and reg-
ulations in the field of Islam, strengthen-
ing the construction of Islamic culture, 
engaging in public welfare and charity 
activities, and training high-quality Is-
lamic personnel. At present, the work is 
progressing smoothly in all aspects and 
remarkable results have been achieved. 
The localization of religion is the basic 
practice of the development of religion 
worldwide. Only by respecting and com-
plying with this practice can religion 
move forward in the right direction. 
Looking back at a millennium of the 
development of Islam in China, its sini-
cization is the only way to follow the 
practice of religious localization and the 
road to prosperity.  
After Islam was introduced into China, 
after a long period of integration, it has 
gradually integrated with Chinese char-
acteristics. The course of the develop-
ment of Islam in China is the course of 
the continuous sinicization of Islam. We 
believe that the sinicization of Islam is 
the foundation for the better develop-
ment of Islam in Chinese society. It is 
the only way for Islam to take root and 
develop in a healthy way in China. That 
is to say, only by adhering to the sini-
cization of Islam can Islam keep pace 
with the times, the development of con-
temporary Chinese society, and inherit 
and develop in a more stable and healthy 
way. 
GT: Some countries and Western media 
outlets recently hyped that the installa-
tion of cameras in mosques violated reli-
gious freedom. What's your take on this? 
Could you elaborate on what have the 
renovation projects at the mosques 
brought to general public? 
Yang: Take Xinjiang as an example, the 
installation of cameras in mosques is 
aimed at protecting the safety of local 
religious figures and believers, guarding 

against fire and theft, and preventing and 
cracking down on violent and terrorist 
crimes. It is supported by local religious 
figures and believers.  
Xinjiang now has 20,000 mosques, ac-
counting for more than half of the coun-
try's 35,000 mosques in total. In Xin-
jiang, there are a large number of 
mosques built in the 1980s and 1990s or 
even earlier. Some of these mosques 
were originally adobe buildings, some 
were small, and some were in disrepair 
or even dilapidated. During winds and 
rains, these mosques could not host reli-
gious activities. In addition, the layout of 
some mosques was unreasonable, which 
was inconvenient for Muslims to carry 
out religious activities.  
In recent years, with the development of 
urbanization and the construction of new 
countryside, the government has stepped 
up efforts to repair those mosques, 
which has solved the problem of dilapi-
dated buildings and made their layout 
more reasonable. The conditions of 
mosques have generally been improved, 
and some ancient mosques have also 
been well protected and repaired. 
GT: The US government claimed that 
China is "eliminating" Islamic culture 
and religion. What's your take on this 
accusation?  
Yang: This accusation is totally politi-
cally biased. The religious belief of 
Muslims is respected and protected. Chi-
na fully implements the constitutional 
principles guaranteeing citizens' freedom 
of religious belief, and respects both the 
freedom to believe in and the freedom 
not to believe in any religion. We will 
continue to uphold the principle that all 
religions are equal, treat all religions as 
equal, do not favor or discriminate 
against any particular religion, and pro-
tect the legitimate rights and interests of 
the religious community in accordance 
with the law. 
The normal religious activities of Mus-
lims are protected by law. Taking Xin-
jiang as an example, since 1996, more 
than 50,000 Muslims of various ethnic 
groups in Xinjiang have made pilgrim-
ages to Mecca, Saudi Arabia. In recent 
years, Xinjiang has published a series of 
religious knowledge books in the lan-
guages of different ethnic groups, and 
set up websites for Muslims in Xin-
jiang.  
In September 2017, the government in-
vested hundreds of millions of yuan to 
build a new campus for the Xinjiang 
Islamic Institute and set up eight branch-
es of the institute in Xinjiang including 
Ili, Kashi and Hotan. Currently, there are 
1,100 students at the schools. Facts have 
proved that freedom of religious belief is 
fully protected in China. 
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President Joe Biden on Thursday 4th Febru-
ary declared a halt to U.S. support for a 
Saudi Arabia-led military campaign in 
Yemen, demanding that the more than six-
year war, widely seen as a proxy conflict 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, “has to 
end.” Biden also named veteran U.S. diplo-
mat Timothy Lenderking as the U.S. special 
envoy for Yemen in a bid to step up Ameri-
can diplomacy “to end the war in Yemen, a 
war which has created humanitarian and 
strategic catastrophe.” 
The United Nations describes Yemen as the 
world’s biggest humanitarian crisis, with 
80% of its people in need and millions on 
the verge of a large-scale famine. 
“This war has to end,” the Democratic pres-
ident said during a visit to the U.S. State 
Department in Washington. “And to under-
score our commitment, we’re ending all 
American support for offensive operations 
in the war in Yemen, including relevant 
arms sales.” 
The move is a reversal of a policy of both 
the Democratic Obama and Republican 
Trump administrations. Biden was vice 
president in the Obama administration. 
“At the same time,” he said on Thursday, 
“Saudi Arabia faces missile attacks, UAV 
(drone) strikes and other threats from Irani-
an-supplied forces in multiple countries. 
We’re going to continue to support and help 
Saudi Arabia defend its sovereignty and its 
territorial integrity and its people.” 
Saudi Arabia welcomed Biden’s remarks, 
particularly his commitment to the coun-
try’s defense and addressing threats against 
it, according to the country’s state news 
agency. 
U.N. officials are trying to revive peace 
talks to end the war as the country’s suffer-
ing is also worsened by an economic crisis, 
currency collapse, and the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
‘HOPE FOR YEMEN’ 
Under the Trump administration, policy on 
Yemen was secondary to a so-called 
“maximum pressure” sanctions campaign 
against Iran in a bid to force Tehran back 
into talks over its nuclear and missile pro-
grams and activities in the Middle East. 
Former President Donald Trump and Jared 
Kushner, his son-in-law and a top aide, 

were also focused on maintaining their 
close ties with Saudi Arabia’s effective 
ruler, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, which included U.S. arms sales. 
This was despite demands by Republican 
and Democratic lawmakers for an end to 
U.S. support for Riyadh as the civilian 
death toll in Yemen mounted and the 
humanitarian crisis worsened. 
Biden’s national security adviser Jake 
Sullivan said earlier on Thursday that the 
end of U.S. support for the Saudi-led 
coalition’s operations in Yemen does not 
extend to efforts to combat the regional 
affiliate of the al Qaeda militant group. 
Sullivan said the Biden administration 
already had halted two sales of precision-
guided munitions and kept regional allies 
in the region informed of actions to avoid 
surprises. 
“Any move that reduces the number of 
weapons, military activity, is to be wel-
comed and will give more space and 
more hope not only to the talks, but im-
portantly more hope to the people of 
Yemen,” U.N. spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said on Thursday. 
The State Department is also reviewing a 
Trump administration designation last 
month of the Houthis as a foreign terror-
ist organization. 
The United Nations and aid groups have 
called for the designation to be reversed, 
warning it would push Yemen into a 
large-scale famine. The Biden admin-
istration last week approved all transac-
tions involving Yemen’s Houthi move-
ment for the next month as it carries out 
the review. 
British ministers have refused to join the 
US in suspending arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia for offensive use in war-torn 
Yemen, saying the UK makes its own 
decisions about selling weapons. On 
Monday 8th February, the UK Foreign 
Office minister, James Cleverly, said he 
had noted the US review, but said British 
arms sales licences were issued with 
great care to ensure they did not lead to 
any breach of humanitarian law. 
He added: “The decisions the US takes 
on matters of arms sales are decisions for 
the US. The UK takes its own arms ex-

port responsibilities very seriously, 
and we continue to assess all arms 
export licences in accordance with 
strict licensing criteria.” Saudi Arabia 
represented 40% of the volume of UK 
arms exports between 2010 and 2019. 
Speaking in the Commons, Tobias 
Ellwood, the Conservative chair of the 
defence committee, urged the UK “to 
align itself fully with its closest secu-
rity ally and end similar arms exports 
connected to the war … The US reset 
is very much to be welcomed and pos-
es our first big test as to what global 
Britain means in practice.” 

Biden ends US support for Saudi war in Yemen US, Iran 

and the Middle East 

Continued from page 2 

As with these issues so often the 
attempt to control blew back in 
their faces. 
When Trump came to power in 
Washington that all shifted and it 
became really transparent and 
clear that this was an administra-
tion looking for what they de-
scribed as maximum pressure but 
what was actually an attempt to 
trigger and deepen conflict with 
Iran and bring them out into the 
open. The Abraham Accords at 
the end of the Trump administra-
tion was simply a natural progres-
sion of this. The Americans were 
seeking a way of cementing an 
anti-Iranian alliance across the 
region. The Arab states were in-
terested in extracting American 
concessions most notably  ex-
traordinary arms sales which are 
now being reversed by the new 
administration.  
Clearly the Biden administration 
needs to change significantly. It 
needs to learn the lessons of the 
failure  of the Obama years, the 
successes of the JPCOA negotia-
tions was much smaller than 
many in Washington would like 
to think and rejoining the JPCOA 
is simply a first step. They need 
to act faster and with greater 
boldness to face down many of 
the special interest groups within 
Washington especially the pro-
Israeli lobby because it needs to 
be much more obvious that it is 
not in the interest of US interests 
in the region and certainly not in 
the interest of  peace and security. 
The very easy steps are to start to 
participate in the processes set up 
by the United Nations to negoti-
ate a WMD free zone and they 
need to reach out in particular to 
Iran to see how they would advise 
this objective to be pursued in the 
coming years. 
Iran also has lessons to be 
learned. I think if one engages in 
direct challenge and open con-
flict. If you look at this from the 
point of view of a military strate-
gy then engaging in open conflict 
on the plane you will be at best in 
perpetual conflict and at best you 
loose. You have to be  far more 
clever in the ways you challenge. 
This means going beyond the 
narratives of victimhood and 
righteousness which can feel 
good but is often damaging to 
one’s own interests and strategy. 
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By Youssef Saudie 
Sara Awamleh says wearing a hijab 
makes her feel empowered. 
"The hijab is a part of me where I feel 
powerful and confident because I am 
100 per cent myself," Ms Awamleh told 
the ABC. 
"It allows me to be who I am and the 
freedom to dress as I want." 
A professional fashion designer in Mel-
bourne, Ms Awamleh has been working 
to normalise the wearing of hijabs and 
"modest" fashion. 
She said dressing modestly was not just 
for Muslim women. 
"I have this vision where I want to em-
power women to dress elegantly and 
powerfully, and it doesn't matter wheth-
er you wear a hijab or not," Ms Awam-
leh said. 
"I think women are beautiful, with hijab, 
and without hijab, there's no difference." 
Ms Awamleh's work has featured at 
various fashion shows, including Mel-
bourne Fashion Week, and she said she 
was often the only designer who spe-
cialised in hijab and modest fashion. 
She said there needed "to be more con-
versations" in the fashion industry ad-
dressing Islamophobia and tackling mis-
conceptions. 
"I see no difference with a woman who 
chooses to dress modestly and another 
woman who doesn't want to dress mod-
estly," Ms Awamleh said. 
She said once people knew how 
"special" the hijab was for Muslim 
women, it would help to end the stigma 
surrounding it. 
Ms Awamleh added a rise in Islamopho-
bia shouldn't prevent a woman from 
wanting to wear a hijab. 
"You shouldn't let anything stop you," 
she said. 

But in a week celebrating World Hijab 
Day, Sarah, who only wanted her first 
name used, said she had a different ex-
perience of wearing a hijab in Australia. 
The first day she arrived in Australia as 
an international student was the start of 
her experiences of "hijabophobia". 
At the airport, Sarah said authorities 
started to follow and question her after 
passing through immigration. 
"More than one person kept asking for 
my passport over and over again," she 
said. 
"They were like, 'Can we see your pass-
port? Can we see your visa?'" 
Sarah said she felt "targeted" and didn't 
notice it happen to anyone else. 
She said she continued to face discrimi-
nation after nearly two months of living 
in Australia and eventually decided to 
take her hijab off. "It didn't make sense 
to me, it was sad," she said. 
"I guess some people are brought up in a 
way that they're not familiar with Islam. 
"I understand it can be strange, it's nor-
mal to be scared of strange things." 
Many Muslim women around the world 
are working to challenge the notion that 
the hijab is a sign of oppression. 
"For me, it is a religious obligation, but 
it also represents my identity as a Mus-
lim woman and a symbol of empower-
ment for women," said Laura Abdul 
Fattah, an ambassador for World Hijab 
Day in Australia. 
The day aims to show solidary with 
women in hijab by giving people from 
all faiths and backgrounds the oppor-
tunity to have a first-hand experience of 
wearing a hijab. 
According to World Hijab Day research 
carried out in Europe, the US and Aus-
tralia, 71 per cent of women who wear 
hijabs have experienced discrimination. 
"It's about creating awareness and the  

meaning of hijab, while providing a 
chance for people to listen to the expe-
riences of Muslim women," Ms Abdul 
Fattah said. 
Rania Shafiq, 48, converted to Islam 
when she was 16. 
After travelling to Indonesia and Ma-
laysia when she was younger, she said 
she realised that Islam was a 
"beautiful" religion she wanted to be a 
part of. 
"I just absolutely loved their way of 
life and their way of thinking and the 
kind of commitment and responsibility 
to each other," Ms Shafiq said. 
But Ms Shafiq was "wary" about what 
other people might think of her, and 
took her time deciding whether she 
would wear the hijab. 
"I just got to a point where I thought 
'look this is me', and I don't feel com-
fortable not doing this, this is who I 
want to be," Ms Shafiq said. 
"I just decided one day to go to work 
wearing the hijab and it was amazing. 
"I can't imagine not wearing my hijab 
now." 
Her family was initially hesitant but 
soon realised Ms Shafiq was the "same 
person", who was "more comfortable" 
in herself. 
Ms Shafiq lives in Alice Springs 
where there isn't a very large Muslim 
community. 
After the Christchurch attacks in New 
Zealand, her husband said it might be 
worth her considering taking off her 
hijab so she wouldn't stand out. 
"I said to him, I would never take it 
off, this is who I am, and I feel like it's 
almost the opposite of being op-
pressed," she said. 
"It's very liberating to actually not 
have to hide and be able to say 'look, 
this is who I am'." 

Muslim women on breaking down misconceptions  
and why wearing a hijab is empowering 

Rania Shafiq says she can't imagine 
life without wearing a hijab.  

Sara Awamleh designs modest 
clothing for both Muslim and 
non-Muslim women, aiming to 
be "bold and powerful" through 
her brand.  

Laura Abdulfattah is an ambassador for World 
Hijab Day  

https://worldhijabday.com/shocking-poll-reveals-up-to-71-women-in-hijab-face-discrimination/
https://worldhijabday.com/shocking-poll-reveals-up-to-71-women-in-hijab-face-discrimination/
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Pride and Power: A Modern History of Iraq 
nation-state by imperialist statecraft. 
From the state’s inception as a League 
of Nations mandate in the 1920s, 
through wars, coups and revolutions, 
Iraqis have always resisted foreign 
domination. But the country, propelled 
by the quest for power, intense nation-
al pride and a zeal for sovereignty, was 
catapulted along a trajectory of vio-
lence. On one side stood imperialism, 
seeking to control Iraq for its own 
ends. Facing it, Iraqis of varying na-
tionalist groups tried to rid the country 
of foreign meddling and steer a course 
of self-determination. 
Pride and Power offers in-depth analy-
sis of the most important events, deci-
sions and processes that led Iraq down 
this path. Based on extensive research 
of primary sources, both Iraqi and 
Western, the book unravels the com-
plexity of Iraq’s political history. It is 
essential reading for anyone interested 
in the international relations of the 
Middle East or in understanding the 
rich history of Iraq, from its founda-
tion to the present. 
Author 
Johan Franzén is Senior Lecturer in 
Middle East History at the University 
of East Anglia. He is the author of Red 
Star Over Iraq: Iraqi Communism Be-
fore Saddam, also published by Hurst, 

Johan Franzén 
 
The story of Iraq is one of resistance. In 
this groundbreaking study, Johan 
Franzén offers a contextual modern 
history of the country, its creation and 
its struggle for sovereignty. 
Iraq’s contemporary history is a tale of 
a diverse people thrown together into a 

and has written extensively on Iraqi af-
fairs for many years. 
Reviews 
‘Franzén narrates the troubled political 
history of modern Iraq, with close and 
detailed analyses of the play of forces and 
the role of regional and international 
powers in the rise and fall of the modern 
Iraqi state.’ — Sami Zubaida, Emeritus 
Professor of Politics and Sociology, Birk-
beck, University of London, and author 
of Beyond Islam: A New Understanding 
of the Middle East 
‘In Pride and Power, Johan Franzén 
shows the impact of constant foreign in-
tervention on the Iraqi state and reveals 
the cyclical nature of Iraq’s political his-
tory. Many lessons from this history can 
and should be applied to the country to-
day.’ — Renad Mansour, Senior Re-
search Fellow, Middle East and North 
Africa Programme, and Project Director 
of the Iraq Initiative, Chatham House 
‘In this impressive account of Iraq’s po-
litical history, Franzén draws on an abun-
dance of primary sources to shed new 
light on the country and to give voice to 
generations of Iraqis. This meticulous 
analysis is a must-read to understand Iraq 
today.’ — Zeynep Kaya, Senior Teaching 
Fellow, SOAS, University of London 
Publisher: Hurst 
Hardback 660 pages £75 
ISBN: 9781787383951 
Publishing date: January 2021 •  

Muslims and Citizens 
Politics, and the French RevolutionIan Coller 

By Ian Coller 
From the beginning, French revolu-
tionaries imagined their transfor-
mation as a universal one that must 
include Muslims, Europe’s most im-
mediate neighbors. They believed in a 
world in which Muslims could and 
would be French citizens, but they 
disagreed violently about how to im-
plement their visions of universalism 
and accommodate religious and social 
difference. Muslims, too, saw an op-
portunity, particularly as European 
powers turned against the new French 
Republic, leaving the Muslim polities 
of the Middle East and North Africa as 
France’s only friends in the region. 
In Muslims and Citizens, Coller exam-
ines how Muslims came to participate 
in the political struggles of the revolu-
tion and how revolutionaries used 
Muslims in France and beyond as a 
test case for their ideals. In his final 
chapter, Coller reveals how the French 
Revolution’s fascination with the 
Muslim world paved the way to Napo-
leon’s disastrous invasion of Egypt in 
1798. 

Ian Coller is professor of history at the 
University of California, Irvine. He is 
the author of Arab France: Islam and 
the Making of Modern Europe, 1798–
1831. 
Review 
“This elegant, braided history of Mus-
lims and French citizenship is urgently 
needed. It will be a ‘must read’ for stu-
dents of the French Revolution and 
anyone interested in modern France.”— 
Carla Hesse, University of California, 
Berkeley 
"The 'Coller thesis' challenges us to 
rethink the internationalism of the 
French Revolution from the perspective 
of the revolutionary Mediterranean and 
the Muslim world, not the Atlantic 
alone. This is provocative and brilliant 
history."—Peter McPhee, author of 
Liberty or Death: The French Revolu-
tion, 1789-1799 
“A fascinating and brilliant book. The 
way in which Muslims in France lived 
through the Revolution and the shaping 
of French attitudes towards Muslims 
reveals much about the French revolu-
tionary construction of citizenship and 

identity in this epoch.” —Michael Rap-
port, University of Glasgow 
 
Publisher: Yale University Press 
ISBN: 9780300243369 
Hardback 360 pages £40.00 
Date of publishing: 28 Apr 2020 
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2. A Book revealed 

unto thee so let 

thy heart be op-

pressed no more 

by any difficulty 

on that account 

that with it thou 

mightest warn 

(the erring) and 

teach the believ-

ers.  

3. Follow (O men!) 

the revelation 

given unto you 

from your Lord 

and follow not as 

friends or pro-

tectors other 

than Him. Little it 

is ye remember of 

admonition.  

4. How many towns 

have We de-

stroyed (for 

their sins)? Our 

punishment took 

them on a sudden 

by night or while 

they slept for 

their afternoon 

rest.  

5. When (thus) our 

punishment took 

them no cry did 

they utter but 

this “indeed we 

did wrong.”  

6. Then shall We 

question those to 

whom Our mes-

sage was sent and 

those by whom We 

sent it.  

(Al a’raf, heights) 

www.abraronline. 

net 
This is our website. 

Have   visited it: It 

will put   you face-

to-face with an al-

ternative world, full 

of spirituality, mo-

rality coupled with 

modern outlooks 

and perspectives.  
We want to hear  

your views on its 

contents, layout 

and general quality. 

Join us in our Noon 

and Afternoon 

 prayers 

Everyday 

at 12.00 

Iram, and her brother, Ahmed, were excited 
about the upcoming days. It was Ramadan, a 
time to learn appreciation for the things they had, 
and to think of others who didn't have as much. 
They had both been saving their money all year 
long. Iram, who was seven years old, sat on her 
bed and dumped out her money jar. Coins ran all 
over the blanket. "This is a lot of money. Mom-
ma says we are supposed to help someone. She 
wants us to think about how much we have and 
then think of someone who doesn't have very 
much, and do something nice for them," Iram 
said, gathering the money into a pile. "Dump out 
your jar, Ahmed," she told her brother. 
The coins came spilling out of his jar onto the 
bed. "Wow! We can do a lot for someone with all 
this money," Ahmed said, smiling. "This is such 
a special time of year. I'm glad we can help oth-
ers." 
"But we have to do it secretly, Ahmed, remem-
ber. We have to pick someone and do something 
very nice without them knowing it is from us. 
Who should we pick?" Iram asked. 
"Let's pick our neighbors, Rashid, and Fatima. I 
noticed that they had holes in their shoes," Ah-
med said. 
"That's a good idea. We could buy some new 
shoes for them. They aren't as blessed as we are. 
We have a lot of shoes, don't we?" Iram asked 
with appreciation. 
"I have three pair. You have more. Let's buy 
some new shoes for them," Ahmed said, smiling. 
Iram and Ahmed found their momma. She was 
busy washing some dates. She saw her children 
come into the kitchen. "I'm going to make some 
baklawa for tonight," she said, knowing her fami-
ly loved to eat that. "Poppa is at the mosque, in 
prayer. When he comes home, after the sun sets, 
we'll have some. In the meantime, you two look 
like you've got something on your minds." 
"We want to help the poor. 
Ahmed and I have been 
saving our money all year 
long and we want to help 
Rashid and Fatima, our 
neighbors," Iram began. 
Ahmed, with excitement, 
interrupted, "We want to 
buy them some shoes." 
Momma smiled at her 
beautiful children. She was 
so proud of them. 
"Aren't you hungry, Mom-
ma?" Ahmed asked. He 
knew she had not had any-
thing to eat or drink since 
dawn that morning. 
"I'm a little bit, but that is 
good for me. Don't worry 
about me. When you're older, you'll understand 
more and be able to fast too," she explained. 
"Would you like me to take you to the store to 
buy the shoes?" she asked. 
"Would you, Momma? Is that all right?" Iram 
begged. 
"Why of course. Let's go," she said. 
They walked to the shoe store and went inside. 
Iram picked out a pair of shoes for Fatima. Ah-
med picked out a pair for Rashid. They were both 
so proud that they'd saved their money so they 

could do this to help. Later, they 
went home and wrapped the shoe 

boxes in plain brown paper. They waited anx-
iously for night to come. It would be dark and 
they could deliver their gifts. 
The sun began to drop behind the horizon. A 
little while later, Poppa came home. He and 
Momma had some lentil soup, then tomato and 
cucumber sandwiches. Momma called to her 
children, "Iram. Ahmed. Come and have some 
baklawa, and some fresh dates." The children 
came running into the kitchen. Momma cut 
them a big piece. 
They gobbled it down quickly as they were anx-
ious to do their good deed. "Slow down, chil-
dren," Poppa urged, laughing. 
It was soon dark outside. Momma had the chil-
dren go and get the boxes they'd wrapped so 
carefully. They put their coats on and walked 
quietly over to Rashid and Fatima's house. 
Momma whispered, "All right, children. We 
must be very quiet and very fast. Ahmed, you 
knock on the door and then run over here, to this 
bush, where Iram and I will be hiding. We'll 
watch as they come and find their gifts." 
Iram and Ahmed giggled with delight. Iram and 
Momma hid, and Ahmed tiptoed up to the door. 
He put both of the boxes down on the porch, 
and knocked hard. Then he ran, and ran, and 
ran, as fast as he could, to where Iram and 
Momma were. "Shhh," Momma whispered. 
"Someone opened the door." 
They watched as Rashid and Fatima came out 
onto the porch. "Look! There are presents for 
us. Someone left them here," Rashid cried out 
with excitement. He and Fatima looked around. 
It was very dark and they couldn't see anyone. 
They picked up the boxes and took them inside. 
After a minute or two, waiting to make sure 
they wouldn't be seen, Momma, Ahmed, and 
Iram, snuck quietly back to their house. Ahmed 
started laughing. "Poppa! Poppa! We did it! We 

snuck up and left the presents!" 
Iram added, "They didn't see 
us, Poppa. They don't know it 
was us." She was laughing too. 
Momma and Poppa stood back 
and looked at their children. 
They were so proud of them. 
They knew their children knew 
the real meaning of giving and 
of sacrifice. The next morning, 
as Momma, Poppa, Iram, and 
Ahmed went to their car to 
drive into town, they saw Ra-
shid and Fatima outside play-
ing. They were both wearing 
their brand new shoes. Nobody 
said a thing. Iram and Ahmed 
just smiled. 

The mysterious helping hands 

Until you value yourself, you won't 
value your time. Until you value your 
time, you will not do anything with it. 

M. SCOTT PECK 
 

By failing to value your time, you are 
devaluing your life. 

DEBASHISH MRIDHA 


