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Looking for peaceful post-Trump world 
Never in the past had the American elections 
been followed by the inhabitants of this planet 
in the same way that happened recently. The 
world held its breath for five days after the clo-
sure of the voting process while the counting 
continued. Everyone was anxious to know what 
the American people had decided. Many had 
questioned the wisdom of electing Donald 
Trump in 2016, but those who did could be 
given the benefit of the doubt: They did not 
know him. But the closeness of the final result 
still paint a grim image of large sections of peo-
ple who, having experienced the bad taste of the 
past four years, have yet resorted to grant him 
their votes. The experience has been sour to all; 
Americans and others. The way he had behaved 
could not be justified or accepted by decent 
people. He had created an atmosphere of hate 
within his own country and elsewhere. His first 
step after assuming his post was to ban visitors 
to US from seven Muslim countries. Then he 
started to withdraw from international bodies 
such as the Paris Climate Agreement, a policy 
that annoyed his Western allies. The US also 
withdrew from the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) and United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) in October 2017 and June 
2018 respectively.  
His recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
and moving the US embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem claimed over 100 Palestinian lives 
and injured 11,000 more and also angered sev-
eral countries. The move also violated the Unit-
ed Nations 1967 resolution, which asks Israel to 
vacate all the occupied territories of Palestine 
and work toward building 
peace in the region. Donald 
Trump withdrew the United 
States from the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership early in 2017  un-
der his "America First" poli-
cy,  reversing decades-old 
trade policies, hoping to bring 
jobs back to the US. In May 
2018 he withdrew the US from 
the landmark nuclear accord 
with Iran, restoring harsh sanc-
tions in the most consequential 
foreign policy action of his 
presidency.  He declared he 
was making the world safer, 
but he also deepened his isola-

tion on the world stage and revived doubts 
about American credibility, in a move to under-
line Washington’s drift away from international 
institutions. 
Under his motto “America First” he adopted 
divisive policies that irritated his close allies in 
Europe. No sooner had he lost the election than 
Germany rushed to congratulate Joe Biden ex-
pressing hope of resumption of the muted cross-
Atlantic relations. People across the globe 
loathed his as a world leaded and prayed for his 
disappearance from the political stage. But 
many were shocked to see that over 70 million 
Americans had voted for him. He was seen as a 
white supremacist whose election had led to 
sudden escalation of racism in the Western 
world with extremist white supremacists gain-
ing foothold in the political arena. The world 
seemed to be edging towards serious division. 
The Middle East and other Muslim countries 
were seen as the main target of the Trump-
related emergence of racism, prejudice and in-
tolerance. Now that he has lost his bid for a 
second term in the White House the world start-
ed to breath a sigh of relief. The hope is that Mr 
Biden will be able to put right what his prede-
cessor had damaged. With the wide spread of 
the pandemic, the Americans paid the highest 
price of all, with almost quarter a million fatal 
Covid-19 fatal infections. With the newly-
announced vaccination by Ptfizer and Biotech 
and the absence of Mr Trump from the interna-
tional political scene the world can look for-
ward with a degree of optimism. 
People of religion in USA must revisit their 
values and speak out in favour of a human ap-

proach to world’s politics. 
Religion must re-assure the 
public of the its unifying val-
ues and must disavow the 
tendency among some public 
figures for unilateralism and 
push for collective efforts to 
enhance the quality of life of 
all. The end of Trump’s era 
must give impetus to reform-
ers to push forward their 
agendas, uphold the rule of 
law and human values as they 
seek a better world, free from 
evil values of hate, prejudice, 
racism, occupation and dicta-
torship.  
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at in my book. One of them is the por-
trayal of Mohammed  as a founder of a 
heretical branch of Christianity. This is 
how many Christian authors  portray him 
starting in the Middle Ages in the 12th 
century in various works in Latin includ-
ing Gibel. He wrote a history of the first 
Crusade justifying the crusade in which 
gave a  very brief biography of Moham-
med in which he said Mohammed created 
false miracles to trick the Arabs into fol-
lowing him and we see a 5th century 
painting  of two of these miracles.  
Mohammad Iqbal Asaria CBE said: In 
a sense the Prophet is a competitor to all 
the other prophets who had gone before. 
Then somebody has come and upstaged 
them. Some of the people you referred to 
have been very honest and realised his 
character and his message. What I want 
to do today very briefly is to say that 
what is the message we can get from the 
life of the beloved Prophet? There are a 
number of characteristics of the Prophet 
which are often challenged. 
One of them is that he became through 
his character before announcing Islam as 
one of integrity who was truthful. That is 
why his enemies, including to this day, 
could not say that he is lying because his 
character was such that he did not lie. So  
most people resorted to saying that either 
he has gone mad or something like that. 
This is very important to bear in mind 
because when his followers who were 
around him were so absorbed in his spirit 
they were very much willing to take own-
ership of what he was saying. 
That is the first point. The second is that 
Allah describes the Prophet in the Quran 
as the mercy to the whole of creation not 
only mankind. This is a very important 
attribute. When we look  at the history of 
most Prophets we find one very strange 
characteristic. We find that towards the 
end of their lives they become quite dis-
appointed with their followers. Prophets 
like Nabi Noah and Issa who said Oh 
God I have done my job. Please destroy 
these people or relieve me of them. I have 
not got any more energy to do much 
more. 
But here is a prophet who after a life-long 
struggle, denegation, abuse – his only 
prayer at the end of it is O Allah please 
redeem my ummah. My love for the um-

mah is such that anybody who ever 
came close to me needs redeeming. The 
character of the Prophet is quite strong 
and very impressive. 
One of the other characteristics that I 
want to emphasise is that he is men-
tioned as  the noblest of examples. He is 
the noble example of mankind. What 
was his character? What kind of impact 
does it have on the Muslims of the time? 
Juman Moon presented part of Moham-
mad’s life in a story form. She started by 
saying: 
Jumana Moon: This has been such a 
busy month, the month of the Prophet’s 
birthday. We have had so many different 
events and for me this is a time when I 
tell so many stories from the life of the 
Prophet and it is such a great honour and 
pleasure to do this. I spent some time 
thinking about what story to tell tonight 
and I kept coming back to a story which 
is a very previous story at the heart of 
Islamic tradition. It feels really special 
to share it tonight. In the name of God 
the beneficent and merciful, praise be to 
the cherisher and sustainer of the world 
and prayers and blessings on the noblest 
of messengers. A little to the north of 
Mecca is a place where there lie many 
rugged low hills. The rock is craggy and  
barren and nothing grows there. The 
rock is furrowed and grooved by the sun 
and the wind and the sand. The rock has 
subtle shades of ochre light yellow and 
when the  setting sun falls on the rock it 
seems to glow a little more orange. 
 
* US elections: The impact of the 
American presidential elections was 
discussed at Abrar’s 
weekly meeting on 
Thursday 12th Novem-
ber. Two speakers ad-
dressed the issue: Dr 
Salah Al Fadhli from 
Kuwait and Sheikh Dr 
Adnan Al Shahmani 
from Iraq presented 
valuable contributions 
on the subject Both 
agreed that there would 
be enormous challenges 
facing Mr Joe Biden, 
They expect a return to 
the Iran nuclear past but 
main policies to remain. 
 
* Prophet’s birth advent: On Thursday 
5th November the weekly meeting of 
Abrar was addressed by Sheikh Moham-
mad Al Rubai’ei from Iraq. He talked 
about the divine pro-
ject of prophet Mo-
hammad. He then high-
lighted the attributes 
and shape of society he 
had wished to achieve, 
using Quranic verses, 
prophet’s tradition and 
historic events.  

Prophet’s birth advent 
 

A seminar to mark Prophet Moham-
mad’s birth advent was held online by 
the Open Discussion and the Gulf Cul-
tural Club on Tuesday 3rd November. 
It was chaired by Mr Mohsin Abbas 
and addressed by three speakers. 
The first was Professor John Tolan, 
Professor of History at the University 
of Nantes in France. He is author sever-
al books including “Faces of Moham-
mad” which traces European percep-
tions of the prophet. He said: We can 
start with Ignac Goldziher  who revolu-
tionised the study of Islam by non Mus-
lim Europeans in two essays written in 
Hungarian in 1872 – 1873. He portrays 
Mohammed as the bearer of a universal 
message of monotheism who struggled 
to over come tribal divisions among 
Arabs. Goldziher at the age of 23 trav-
elled to Istanbul, Beirut, Damascus and 
Cairo where he became the first non 
Muslim European enrolled in Al Azhar. 
He sought out Muslim thinkers espe-
cially those interested in reform. In 
Damascus he met Taher Jazari the  22 
year old partisan of Islamic reform in  
the Arabic cultural renewal. Goldziher 
enthusiastically joined a group of 
young reformers round Al Jazari.  Their 
deep friendship and mutual admiration 
is seen in the many letters that were 
exchanged between the two. He devel-
oped a similar relationship in Cairo 
with Jamal El Din Al Afghani whose 
attempts  to reform Islamic doctrine 
and practise to unite Muslims and resist 
British imperialism provoked Goldzi-
her’s enthusiasm. He thought it could 
serve as a model for Jewish reform. He 
was inspired by Islam during his stud-
ies in Al Azhar living  in Muslim 
Egypt. 
He sees Christianity as an abonomible 
religion largely because of the anti Se-
mitic legends invented by Christian 
authors which he says engendered the 
worst forms of fanaticism.  So he saw 
Islam and the reform Islam represented 
by Al Afghani and others as a possible 
model for the reform of Judaism. 
Now let me in the time that is left  to 
me go through chronologically  some 
of the other subjects that I have looked 
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Biden wins US elections 
 

Joe Biden, the 
Democratic Party 
candidate has won 
the election to 
become the US 
46th president. 
The incumbent 
president, Donald 
Trump has yet to 
concede defeat. 
Mr Biden has 
kicked off his 
move to the White 

House after winning the electoral college 
votes needed to become the next Presi-
dent of the United States of America, 
as Donald Trump again refused to con-
cede the election. 
Mr Biden set his transition in motion by 
launching a website, BuildBack-
Better.com, after beating Mr Trump in 
the final key battlegrounds of 
the election, marking the end of a tense 
but protracted race for the White House. 
Victory for Biden came after clinch-
ing Pennsylvania and Nevada, 
where vote counts continued for 
days after election night failed to deliver 
a clear winner. 
The election saw the biggest voter turn 
out since 1968, with over 148 million 
votes tallied, and an Associated Press 
analysis highlighted that some of the 
biggest turnout increases occurred in 
states that liberalized their mail-voting 
rules.  
Mr Trump continued to sow doubt about 
the election results, with baseless claims 
of voter fraud, and threatened legal ac-
tion despite mainstream news outlets 
calling the election in Mr Biden's favour. 
 
Disrespecting Prophet is reject-
ing rationality, morality, honor 

 
Ayatollah Reza Ramezani, Secretary 
General of Ahlul Bayt (AS) World As-
sembly, rejected sacrilege of Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH) stressing that as 
disrespect to rationality, morality, courte-
sy and honor. 
Top cleric made the comments in an 
online meeting on “Respect for Religions 
and Freedom of Expression” held by 
Ahlul Bayt (AS) World Assembly in 
collaboration of Islamic Center of Lon-
don and stressed desecration of Prophet 
Mohammad (PBUH) cannot be justified 
as freedom of expression, reported 
Taqrib News Agency (TNA). 
 The cleric said,” Disrespect is not in-
cluded among the disciplines of freedom 
of expression.” 
 “The key mission of Prophet Moham-
mad (PBUH) is to promoted blessings 
among all people and all can live at 
peace and security” noted the cleric and 

added,” This peace 
means fair peace for 
everyone,” 
 Ayatollah Ramezani 
slammed sacrilege of 
Prophet Mohammad 
(PBUH) in some 
countries as contras-
tive with rationality 
and that it is not 
classified as freedom 
of expression. 
 He said,” Among the disciplines of 
“freedom of expression” there is no such 
thing as disrespect” and added,” Free-
dom of expression exists in criticism of 
the state and thoughts though criticism is 
not married to disrespect.” 
 Secretary General of Ahlul Bayt (AS) 
World Assembly stressed,” Among 
worldly agreed ethics is to avoid disre-
specting prophets, hence, to desecrate 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) is to reject 
the role model of rationality, morality, 
courtesy and honor.” 
 
'Countdown to catastrophe' in 
Yemen as U.N. warns of famine  
 
Millions of men, women and children in 
war-torn Yemen are facing famine - 
again, top United Nations officials 
warned on Wednesday as they appealed 
for more money to prevent it - again. 
“We are on a countdown right now to a 
catastrophe,” U.N. food chief David 
Beasley told the U.N. Security Council. 
“We have been here before ... We did 
almost the same dog-and-pony show. 
We sounded the alarm then.” 
The United Nations describes Yemen as 
the world’s largest humanitarian crisis, 
with 80% of the people in need of help. 
“If we choose to 
look away, there’s 
no doubt in my 
mind Yemen will 
be plunged into a 
devastating famine 
within a few short 
months,” Beasley 
told the 15-member 
council. 
In late 2017, U.N. 
aid chief Mark 
Lowcock warned 
that Yemen was 
then facing “the largest famine the world 
has seen for many decades with millions 
of victims”. “We prevented famine two 
years ago,” Lowcock told the Security 
Council. “More money for the aid oper-
ation is the quickest and most efficient 
way to support famine prevention efforts 
right now.” He said the world body had 
received less than half of what it needed 
- about $1.5 billion - this year for its 
humanitarian operations in Yemen. Last 
year it received $3 billion. 

Libya talks reach election 
breakthrough, U.N. says 

 
Political talks on Libya’s future have 
reached agreement on holding elections 
within 18 months, the United Nations 
acting Libya envoy said on Wednesday, 
hailing a “breakthrough” in a peace-
making process that still faces great 
obstacles. “There’s real momentum and 
that’s what we need to focus on and 
encourage,” envoy Stephanie Williams 
said at a news conference in Tunis, 
where 75 Libyan participants chosen by 
the United Nations have been meeting 
since Monday. 
The meeting has reached preliminary 
agreement on a roadmap to “free, fair, 
inclusive and credible parliamentary 
and presidential elections” that also 
includes steps to unite institutions, she 
said. Libya has been in chaos since 
2011 and divided since 2014 between 
rival factions in east and west, with 
major institutions also split or con-
trolled by armed groups. 
The internationally recognised Govern-
ment of National Accord (GNA) holds 
power in the capital Tripoli, while Kha-
lifa Haftar’s Libyan National Army 
(LNA) holds sway in the east. 
 
Imran Khan :We must oppose 

racist ideologies  
 
Pakistan on Tues-
day urged member 
states of the 
Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization 
(SCO) to collec-
tively oppose the 
rising wave of Is-
lamophobia and 
neo-Nazism across 
the globe. 
“We must oppose 
all extremist and 
xenophobic ideologies, including racist 
ideologies inspired by neo-Nazism and 
Islamophobia, and call for focusing on 
building interfaith and cross-cultural 
bridges,” Prime Minister Imran Khan 
said in his address to the 20th meeting 
of the SCO Heads of State Council. 
The online summit was presided by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
“Willful provocations and incitement to 
hate, especially on religious grounds, 
should be universally outlawed,” Khan 
said, referring to French President Em-
manuel Macron’s recent anti-Islam 
remarks and the republication of offen-
sive cartoons of Prophet Muhammad in 
the country. “We must continue to call 
for mutual respect of all religions and 
beliefs, and for fostering a culture of 
fraternity and peace, including in our 
own region and beyond.” 
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President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, 
Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol 
Pashinyan and President of the Rus-
sian Federation Vladimir Putin signed 
today a complete cessation of military 
operations in the mountainous region 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, starting from 
Tuesday midnight, Moscow time. 
The following is the full text of the 
agreement signed by the three leaders 
to the decades-long Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, re-erupted on 27 
September 2020 between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. 
We, President of the Republic of Azer-
baijan I. H. Aliyev, Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Armenia N. V. Pashinyan 
and President of the Russian Federation 
V. V. Putin, declare the following: 
1. A complete ceasefire and a cessation 
of all hostilities in the zone of the Nagor-
no-Karabakh conflict shall be introduced 
at 00:00 hours Moscow time on 10 No-
vember 2020. The Republic of Azerbai-
jan and the Republic of Armenia, herein-
after referred to as the Parties, shall stop 
at their current positions. 
2. Aghdam district and the territories 
held by the Armenian Party in Gazakh 
district of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
shall be returned to the Azerbaijan Party 
before 20 November 2020. 
3. Along the contact line in Nagorno-
Karabakh and along the Lachin corridor, 
a peacekeeping contingent of the Russian 
Federation shall be deployed in the 
amount of 1,960 military personnel with 
small arms, 90 armored personnel carri-
ers, 380 units of automobile and special 
equipment. 
4. The peacekeeping contingent of the 
Russian Federation shall be deployed in 
parallel with the withdrawal of the Arme-
nian armed forces. The peacekeeping 
contingent of the Russian Federation 
shall be deployed for a period of five 
years with automatic extension by further 
five-year periods if none of the Parties 
declares six months before the expiration 
of the period of its intention to terminate 
the application of this provision. 
5. In order to increase the effec-
tiveness of control over the implementa-
tion of the agreements by the Parties to 
the conflict, a peacekeeping center shall 
be deployed to exercise control over the 
ceasefire. 
6. The Republic of Armenia shall 
return Kalbajar district to the Republic of 
Azerbaijan before 15 November 2020 
and Lachin district before 1 December 
2020, while retaining the Lachin corridor 
(5km wide), which shall provide a con-
nection of Nagorno-Karabakh with Ar-
menia and shall not affect the city of 
Shusha. By agreement of the Parties, a 
plan for the construction of a new route 

along the Lachin corridor shall be deter-
mined in the next three years, providing 
communication between Nagorno-
Karabakh and Armenia, with subsequent 
redeployment of the Russian peacekeep-
ing contingent to protect this route. The 
Republic of Azerbaijan shall guarantee 
the safety of citizens, vehicles and goods 
traveling along the Lachin corridor in 
both directions. 
7. Internally displaced persons and refu-
gees shall return to the territory of Nagor-
no-Karabakh and adjacent districts under 

Azerbaijan, Armenia and Russia sign agreement 
to end Nagorno-Karabakh conflict 

the control of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 
8. The exchange of prisoners of war 
and other detainees and bodies of the 
dead shall be carried out. 
9. All economic and transport links in 
the region shall be restored. The Re-
public of Armenia guarantees the safe-
ty of transport links between the west-
ern regions of the Republic of Azer-
baijan and the Nakhchivan Autono-
mous Republic in order to organize 
unhindered movement of citizens, 
vehicles and goods in both directions. 

Control over transport shall be exercised 
by the bodies of the Border Guard Ser-
vice of the Federal Security Service 
(FSB) of Russia. By agreement of the 
Parties, the construction of new transport 
communications linking the Nakhchivan 
Autonomous Republic with the western 
regions of Azerbaijan shall be provided. 
10 November 2020 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Arme-
nia 
President of the Russian Federation 

Together in Tribulation is a report by the 
MCB that seeks to highlight the specific is-
sues Muslim communities faced during the 
first seven months of the pandemic. These 
include having the highest COVID-19 mortal-
ity rates by faith group and the particular cir-
cumstances which put many British Muslims 
at the highest risk, the suspension of mosque 
activities and the economic and social impli-
cation this has had, the adaptations made to 
traditional funeral and burial processes, men-
tal health repercussions, and the way in which 
Muslims were often negatively portrayed in 
the media reporting of the pandemic.    
This report also seeks to demonstrate  how 
Muslim communities across the nation have 
responded to the impact of the pandemic thus 
far despite the hardships they faced, and 
showcase a mere handful of the incredible, 
innovative and impactful initiatives set up by 
Muslims to support their local communities 
and beyond.   
Although the pandemic has shown the im-
mense strength of Muslim communities, there 
has been a number of lessons 
which have been learnt so 
far, which can inform prepara-
tions to be better equipped in 
dealing with subsequent peaks 
of the pandemic and future 
surges in cases.    
(i) There is a need 
for collective leadership and 
strong coordination between 
different sectors and service 
providers of Muslim communi-
ties. It is fundamental to have a 
coordinated and aligned re-
sponse where resources and 
best practice could be shared.    

(ii) There is a need to strengthen the burial 
sector, which can be met by investing in 
cold storage or external spaces in case of 
spikes in burial demands and establishing a 
centralised system in which the deaths of 
every Muslim in Britain can be record-
ed and from which this data can be analysed 
to get a better understanding of Brit-
ish Muslim communities and their needs.   
(iii) With an increasing reliance on technol-
ogy, it is essential that support is provided 
to those who are not technologically literate 
in order to help them to access services and 
programmes that have now moved online. 
(iv) Community members should be en-
couraged to keep up their regular donations 
to their mosques, Islamic institutions and 
other charitable causes to help ensure the 
long-term financial sustainability of these 
institutions which are at the heart of the 
lives of so many Muslims.     
(v) It must be ensured that every segment of 
British Muslim society is aware of and un-
derstands the public health messaging in 

order to keep safe. Alterna-
tive methods of communica-
tion should be explored, in-
cluding translating all key 
public health messaging into 
community languages, having 
this relayed by Imams and 
community leaders from the 
pulpit, facilitating conversa-
tions between Muslim 
healthcare professionals and 
community members to di-
rectly answer questions and 
provide a greater understand-
ing of the measures that must 
be taken to remain safe.   

British Muslims and the COVID-19 Pandemic 
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Pressure on Muslims in France, in-
cluding Islamic organizations and civil 
society, has continued to mount in 
recent weeks since the government 
announced its fight against "Islamic 
separatism." 
On Sept. 1, French weekly magazine 
Charlie Hebdo republished blasphe-
mous cartoons insulting the Muslim 
Prophet Muhammad ahead of the trial 
on the 2015 attacks on their offices. 
Less than a month later, two people 
were injured in a knife attack near the 
former offices of Charlie Hebdo. 
The attack on Sept. 25 was followed 
by French President Emmanuel Mac-
ron's controversial speech on Oct. 2, 
in which he announced plans to tackle 
"Islamic separatism" and restructure 
Islam in France. 
The government in France immediate-
ly began operations against Islamic 
organizations and places of worship in 
the name of "fighting radicalism." 
Pressure on Muslims in the country 
further increased after Samuel Patty, a 
French teacher who showed blasphe-
mous cartoons of the Prophet Muham-
mad during class, was murdered on 
Oct. 16. 
In their defense, Macron said France 
would "not give up our cartoons" after 
the brutal murder. His remarks 
sparked outrage in the Muslim world 
with many calling for a boycott of 
French products. 
The provocative cartoons were also 
projected on some hotels and official 
buildings in the cities of Montpellier, 
Toulouse and Beziers. 
- Islamophobia in France 
French police raided the homes of 
prominent Muslim figures after Samu-
el Paty's brutal murder. 
Deportation orders were issued 
for 200 people and more than 
50 Islamic associations and 
organizations are under investi-
gation. 
Some organizations, such as the 
Collective against Islamophobia 
in France (CCIF) and Barakaci-
ty were dissolved. 
The government's steps ap-
peared to have further stoked 
Islamophobia in French society. 
On Oct. 18, two Muslim wom-
en of Algerian origin were 
stabbed near the Eiffel Tower 
in Paris. 
Two days later, in the city of 
Nimes, a woman allegedly suf-
fering domestic violence from 
her husband called the police to 
report her Catholic husband as 
"a radical Islamist." 

Open Forum 

On Oct. 22, in the city of Angers, two 
Jordanian nationals were assaulted for 
speaking Arabic. 
- Students and mosques are targeted 
too 
In the city of Blois, a 22-year-old 
Chechen national was detained for 
liking a photo of the French teacher's 
murder on social media. 
Further south, a 14-year-old Afghan 
student was reported to Marseille 
police by his teacher for welcoming 
Paty's murder. Seven other similar 
complaints were reported in the same 
region. 
Last week in Albertville, southeastern 
France, four elementary school chil-
dren were "terrorized" and grilled 
during more than 11 hours in police 
detention over false allegations of 
"justifying terrorism." 
A threatening message was sent to a 
mosque under the National Vision of 
the Islamic Society (CIMG) in Cha-
teaudun, France, saying: "The war 
has begun, we will expel you from 
our country." 
- French politicians and Islamophobia 
Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire 
accused some municipalities of 
"surrendering to the idea of 'political 
Islam'" for allowing private sessions 
for women in swimming pools. 
Meanwhile, Interior Minister Geral 
Darmanin said that rejecting a doctor 
or teacher of the opposite sex would 
be fined under the new law against 
"Islamic separatism." 
French feminist journalist Elisabeth 
Levy suggested Muslims wearing 
headscarves take off their hair cover-
ings for a few days to honor the 
memory of the murdered teacher. 

Macron increases pressure on Muslims Imam of Al-Azhar  
Insulting Prophet  
Is unacceptable 

 
Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Sheikh Dr. Ah-
med el-Tayeb received at the headquarters 
of Al-Azhar Sheikhdom on Sunday French 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le 
Drian and his accompanying delegation. 
"Insulting Prophet Muhammed, peace be 
upon him, is unacceptable and we shall 
pursue whoever does that in court, even if 
we spend the rest of our lives doing so," 
Sheikh el-Tayeb said in reference to the 
offensive caricatures of Islam's Prophet 
published by a French magazine last 
month. 
"We reject the term 'Islamic terrorism' as 
well as any other useless terms that serve 
no purpose. This term must not be used as 
it offends Muslims around the world and is 
simply contradictory to the truth," said the 
grand imam. “When speaking of Islam and 
its holy Prophet (PBUH), I refuse to be 
diplomatic.” 
Muslims around the world reject all forms 
of terrorism committed in the name of reli-
gion and affirm that Islam and its Prophet 
have nothing to do with terrorism, he add-
ed. "Al-Azhar represents nearly two billion 
Muslims from around the world and I pre-
viously affirmed on the international stage 
that terrorists do not represent us and that 
we are not responsible for their actions," 
Sheikh el-Tayeb asserted, expressing hope 
that European officials were aware that 
such incidents do not represent Islam and 
Muslims, especially when Muslims are 
often the biggest victims of terrorism. 
"I am the first to protest freedom of ex-
pression if it offends any religion and not 
only Islam," said the grand imam of Al-
Azhar, Egypt's renowned Islamic institu-
tion. 

"Transgressions are 
committed by all fol-
lowers of religions. 
Since we never blamed 
Christianity for the 
terrorist attack in New 
Zealand, then we must 
also not blame Islam 
for terrorism committed 
in its name. I do not 
accept that Islam is 
blamed for terrorism," 
Sheikh el-Tayeb told 
the French delegation. 
"Throughout history, 
Al-Azhar has opposed 
terrorism and we creat-
ed a set of curricula that 
have made clear that 
terrorists are criminals 
and that they have 
nothing to do with Is-
lam," he concluded. 
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Bill 21 theoretically bans all sym-
bols, but it mentions face cover-
ings, and critics agree the main 

targets are Muslim women  
 
Tracey Lindeman,  
The Guardian 7 November 
Nour Farhat always dreamed of becom-
ing a Crown prosecutor. At 28, she is a 
newly minted lawyer with a master’s 
specialization in criminal law. 
As a young woman of colour, her pres-
ence in Quebec courtrooms caught the 
attention of judges, other attorneys, even 
defendants – all of whom, she said, were 
happy to catch a glimpse of a rare non-
white lawyer. 
“In Montreal, they say that a third of 
people come from somewhere else, and 
you really see it in court. There’s a lot 
of black people, Arab people, Hispanics, 
and they were so happy to see me,” she 
said. After a year articling with the Que-
bec vehicle licensing bureau Farhat was 
hopeful for the future. 
But the Quebec government dashed 
those dreams in June when it passed Bill 
21, a controversial secularism law pro-
hibiting the wearing of religious sym-
bols by certain public-sector employees. 
Farhat wears a hijab, a non-negotiable 
item of clothing and expression of her 
Muslim faith. 
“It really shut all my doors,” Farhat said 
of the law. “Five months ago I would 
have told you ‘I’m a future Crown attor-
ney.’ I was so sure of my path. And now 
I’m like, OK maybe I’ll become an ex-
pert in insurance law?” 
Farhat is just one of thousands of people 
whose careers have been derailed by 
Bill 21, which was rammed into law at 
4am on a Sunday in June, after 16 hours 
of debate. She is watching closely as 
mounting legal challenges take on the 
discriminatory and possi-
bly unconstitutional law. 
The latest was filed last 
month by one of the prov-
ince’s biggest school 
boards. Another challenge, 
also launched on a teach-
er’s behalf, is due back in 
court at the end of Novem-
ber. The law dispropor-
tionately affects the prov-
ince’s education sector, 
where 74.5% of teachers 
are women. 
The law doesn’t touch 
[most Quebecers] one bit, 
but for me, it has disas-
trous consequences on my 
whole life 
Nour Farhat 

‘It shut all my doors’: 
Quebec law banning religious symbols derails women’s careers 

Bill 21 came after a protracted debate in 
Quebec over minorities’ rights to reli-
gious accommodations. The law prohib-
its people in positions of authority from 
wearing religious symbols at work, in-
cluding police officers, lawyers, judges 
and teachers. Other public workers such 
as bus drivers, doctors and social work-
ers must only keep their faces uncov-
ered. 
To further complicate matters, some 
established workers have been grandfa-
thered into an exception clause that al-
lows them to keep their religious gar-
ments and their jobs – as long as they 
don’t get promoted, switch to a different 
employer or move to another city. 
The legislation doesn’t name specific 
religious symbols, and theoretically all 
symbols – kippahs, turbans, crosses – 
are equally prohibited. However, be-
cause the law specifically mentions face 
coverings, and because of longstanding 
and effervescent anti-Islam sentiment in 
the province, many Québécois agree the 
main targets are Muslim women. 
The bill was passed against a backdrop 
of growing anti-Muslim violence in the 
province. In 2017, six Muslims were 
killed and 19 were injured in a Quebec 
City mosque shooting. In Montreal, po-
lice figures show 58% of hate crimes in 
2018 involved Muslim victims. Muslims 
represent about 3% of the province’s 
population. 
Since publishing an open letter against 
Bill 21 last April, Farhat routinely re-
ceives Islamophobic screeds by defend-
ers of the legislation. But she is deter-
mined not to be silenced. “I have a 
voice. I will use it, especially when my 
own government doesn’t want me to,” 
she said. 
Amrit Kaur, the vice-president of the 
World Sikh Organization, receives her 
share of hate mail, too. The 28-year-old 

recent graduate is a vocal opponent of 
Bill 21: she would have been a Quebec 
schoolteacher this year had she been 
allowed to continue wearing her tur-
ban. 
Instead, Kaur reluctantly packed up 
her things and moved across the coun-
try to Vancouver BC, to accept a 
teaching position. “I had no choice. I 
think at this point in my life, I need job 
security,” she said. 
Kaur argued that the law reflects a 
profound lack of understanding about 
religions like Islam and Sikhism. 
“Keeping your faith hidden is very 
much a Protestant way of doing 
things,” Kaur said. “You need to un-
derstand that my faith, and the way I 
practice, doesn’t work like that. And 
you don’t have to be OK with it. You 
just have to accept that I have that 
right to live my life the way I want to 
live my life.” 
Although not all Sikh women – or men 
– wear turbans, Kaur says that it was 
her personal choice to do so. “I had 
pressure from people saying, ‘Don’t 
try it, people are going to racist to-
wards you.’ But I’m going to live my 
truth.” 
Among the province’s chief justifica-
tions for the law is that it improves 
gender equality by freeing women 
from the constraints of oppressive reli-
gions. Critics say it targets women 
from religious and ethnic minorities 
who are already well-integrated into 
society, and damages their ability to 
earn a living and gain economic inde-
pendence. 
“Muslim women with government 
jobs – you don’t get more integrated 
than that. They speak French unless 
they’re teaching at an English school, 
they’re part of a union. They’re com-
plying with all the rules and regula-

tions,” said Robert Leck-
ey, the dean of McGill 
University’s law faculty, 
who also suggested that 
those affected could de-
mand compensation in 
court. 
For someone like Farhat, 
who is just starting her 
career, the damages are 
near incalculable. She 
regularly questions 
whether she can stay and 
raise a future family at 
home in Montreal. “The 
law doesn’t touch [most 
Québécois] one bit, but 
for me, it has disastrous 
consequences on my 
whole life,” she said. 
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Conversion to Islam in the Premodern Age 
sion, composed of enthralling selec-
tions all translated and annotated by top 
specialists. The field of Islamic history 
lacks good sourcebooks, so this volume 
fills a large void and opens up new 
vistas for both teaching and re-
search."—Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Pro-
fessor of History, University of Mary-
land 
"Any reader interested in interreligious 
relations and conversions will take 
great pleasure in discovering this di-
verse collection of texts, many translat-
ed into English for the first time from 
various languages. There is no doubt 
that this work, edited by renowned his-
torians, will quickly become a standard 
reference."—Anne-Marie Eddé, Profes-
sor of Medieval Islamic History, 
Panthéon-Sorbonne University 
Nimrod Hurvitz is Associate Professor 
of Middle East Studies at Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev, Beer Sheva, 
Israel and the author of The Formation 
of Hanbalism: Piety into Power. 
Christian C. Sahner is Associate Pro-
fessor of Islamic History in the Faculty 
of Oriental Studies at the University of 
Oxford, a Fellow of St Cross College, 
and the author of Christian Martyrs 
under Islam: Religious Violence and 
the Making of the Muslim World.  
Uriel Simonsohn is Senior Lecturer in 
the Department of Middle Eastern and 

By Nimrod Hurvitz, Christian C. 
Sahner, Uriel Simonsohn, Luke Yar-
brough  
Conversion to Islam is a phenomenon 
of immense significance in human his-
tory. At the outset of Islamic rule in the 
seventh century, Muslims constituted a 
tiny minority in most areas under their 
control. But by the beginning of the 
modern period, they formed the majori-
ty in most territories from North Africa 
to Southeast Asia. Across such diverse 
lands, peoples, and time periods, con-
version was a complex, varied phenom-
enon. Converts lived in a world of over-
lapping and competing religious, cultur-
al, social, and familial affiliations, and 
the effects of turning to Islam played 
out in every aspect of life. Conversion 
therefore provides a critical lens for 
world history, magnifying the constant-
ly evolving array of beliefs, practices, 
and outlooks that constitute Islam 
around the globe. This groundbreaking 
collection of texts, translated from 
sources in a dozen languages from the 
seventh to the eighteenth centuries, pre-
sents the historical process of conver-
sion to Islam in all its variety and unru-
ly detail, through the eyes of both Mus-
lim and non-Muslim observers. 
Reviews 
"This is an extremely well-conceived 
volume on the crucial topic of conver-

Islamic Studies at the University of Hai-
fa, Israel and the author of A Common 
Justice: The Legal Allegiances of Chris-
tians and Jews under Early Islam. 
Luke Yarbrough is Associate Professor 
of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures 
at the University of California 
 
Publisher: Univ of California Press 
Hardcover 382 pages £78.00 
ISBN: 9780520296732 
Date published: December 2020 

The Unforgettable Queens of Islam 
Succession, Authority, Gender 

ers who reached the apex of political 
systems of their times. Their stories 
illuminate the complex and challeng-
ing imperatives of dynastic succes-
sion, electoral competition and the 
stunning success they achieved in me-
dieval Yemen and India, and modern 
Pakistan and Indonesia. The written 
history of Islam and the Muslim world 
is overwhelmingly masculine, having 
largely ignored women and their con-
tributions until well into the 20th cen-
tury. Religious and legal justifications 
have been systematically invoked to 
justify Muslim women's banishment 
from politics and public domains. Yet 
this patriarchal domination has not 
gone on without serious challenges by 
women - sporadic and exceptional 
though their participation in the battle 
of succession has been. The Unforget-
table Queens of Islam highlights lives 
and legacies of a number of charis-
matic women engaged in fierce battles 
of succession, and their stories offer 
striking insights into the workings of 
political power in the Muslim world. 
Reviews  

'Most women rulers in Islamic states suc-
ceeded their fathers or husbands, and 
Shahla Haeri shows that they cultivated 
an image as tolerant and caring 'mothers' 
of their nations. Her fascinating and orig-
inal study concludes that an emerging 
generation of female politicians may rep-
resent a more democratic and inclusive 
force in Muslim societies, precisely be-
cause their very identity is a challenge to 
military and theocratic establishments.' 
Adam Kuper, British Academy 
Shahla Haeri is Associate Professor of 
Anthropology and a former director of 
the Women's Studies Program at Boston 
University. She is the author of the pio-
neering ethnographic book Law of De-
sire: Temporary Marriage in Shī'ī Iran 
(1989, 2014) on the unique Shi'a practice 
of temporary marriage in Iran and No 
Shame for the Sun: Lives of Professional 
Pakistani Women (2002). She is the pro-
ducer and director of a video documen-
tary on Iranian women presidential con-
tenders entitled Mrs. President: Women 
and Political Leadership in Iran (2002). 
Haeri is the recipient of many grants and 
postdoctoral fellowships. 
Publisher: Cambridge University Press 
Paperback 278 pages £22.99 
ISBN: 9781107554894 
Date published: March 2020 

By Shahla Haeri  
In this landmark study, Shahla Haeri 
offers the extraordinary biographies of 
several Muslim women rulers and lead-



  

 
Page 8 Words of Faith 

 

4. They ask thee 

what is lawful to 

them (as food): say: 

Lawful unto you 

are (all) things 

good and pure: 

and what ye have 

taught your 

trained hunting 

animals (to catch) 

in the manner di-

rected to you by 

God; eat what they 

catch for you but 

pronounce the 

name of God over 

it: and fear God; 

for God is swift in 

taking account. 

5. This day are (all) 

things good and 

pure made lawful 

unto you. The food 

of the People of 

the Book is lawful 

unto you and 

yours is lawful 

unto them. (Lawful 

unto you in mar-

riage) are (not on-

ly) chaste women 

who are believers 

but chaste women 

among the People 

of the Book re-

vealed before 

your time when ye 

give them their 

due dowers and 

desire chastity 

not lewdness nor 

secret intrigues. 

If anyone rejects 

faith fruitless is 

his work and in 

the Hereafter he 

will be in the 

ranks of those 

who have lost (all 

spiritual good).  

(al ma’ida) 

www.abraronline. 

net 
This is our website. 

Have   visited it: It 

will put   you face-

to-face with an al-

ternative world, full 

of spirituality, mo-

rality coupled with 

modern outlooks 

and perspectives.  
We want to hear  

your views on its 

contents, layout 

and general quality. 

Join us in our Noon 

and Afternoon 

 prayers 

Everyday 

at 12.00 

Abdul Qadir Jilani was an eminent Islamic 
scholar born in 11th Century CE, Persia. 
Early stories of Abdul Qadir Jilani describe 
him as a youth with a strong inclination for 
learning with a pious mother who encouraged 
her son to acquire knowledge. The following 
incident is narrated in a number of biographies 
of Abdul Qadir Jilani. 
At the age of eighteen he asked permission 
from his mother to travel to Baghdad to pursue 
his education. Baghdad then was the hub of 
political, commercial and cultural activity, and 
the center of world learning. 
On hearing this his mother was more than hap-
py to send her son off to follow the path of 
higher scholarship. It was for such a purpose 
she had saved forty gold coins for Abdul Qa-
dir. As she prepared supplies for his journey 
she sewed the coins into the lining of his coat 
for safekeeping. 
Before Abdul Qadir joined the caravan to trav-
el to Baghdad, her parting advice to her son 
was, "Whenever you speak, speak the truth. 
Remember that the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) said, 'Truthfulness leads to righteous-
ness and righteousness leads to Paradise...' and 
the Quran tells us "O you who believe! Be 
careful of your duty to God, and be with the 
truthful." (Quran 9:119) 
In route to Baghdad the caravan was assaulted 
by a band of robbers. As the thugs began to 
extract all the valuables from the travelers, one 
of the robbers started to search Abdul Qadir's 
belongings. 
While searching, the robber 
asked Abdul Qadir, "Do you 
have anything valuable?' 
Abdul Qadir calmly replied, 
"Yes." 
On hearing this the robber fran-
ticly searched further but could 
not find anything. 
The robber took Abdul Qadir to 
his leader and said, "This boy 
says he has valuables but I can-
not find anything on him." 
The leader of the robbers asked Abdul Qadir, 
"Are you hiding any valuables?" 
Again Abdul Qadir answered, "Yes." 
The robber asked, "What are you hiding?" 
Abdul Qadir replied, "Forty Gold Coins." 
Upon further searching the robber discovered 
the coins hidden in the lining of Abdul Qadir's 
coat. 
Among all the chaos and panic stricken travel-
ers Abdul Qadir's unfrazzled demeanor and 
admitting the valuables he was hiding was 
perplexing to the robber. 
The robber was now curious to know more 
about this boy who was not afraid and insisted 
on speaking the truth. 
The robber asked, "What is your name and 
where do you come from?" 
He got a reply, "My name is Abdul Qadir and I 
come from the province of Jilan in Persia." 
"Where are you going?" 
"I am going to Baghdad." 

"What do you plan to do in Baghdad?" 
"I want to study with the greatest scholars to 
gain knowledge." 
"Why didn't you hide the truth and keep your 
gold coins safe from us?" 
Abdul Qadir related the advice his mother 
gave him and the directive of the Prophet and 
the Quran to always speak the truth. 
On hearing this the robber was overcome 
with remorse and exclaimed to his compan-
ions, "This young boy is fearless and has an 
unshakable faith in God. He has the courage 
to stand up against people like us. Indeed his 
mother has taught him wisely and he is a true 
example of being a Muslim." 
Holding his head in shame, tears started to 
roll down his face. He embraced Abdul Qadir 
and asked for his forgiveness. 
Abdul Qadir responded, "You only need to 
pray to God and ask for forgiveness and guid-
ance. God willing you will amend your 
ways." 
On hearing this the leader of the robbers told 
his henchmen to return everything that was 
taken from the travelers. Then he cried out, 
"O God this young boy has shown us the 
straight path. Please forgive us and guide us 
to the right way." 
This is how a simple moral value of truthful-
ness thought by a mother to a young boy af-
fected a band of robbers to change their lives. 
Abdul Qadir Jilani went on to become a great 
scholar and teacher of Islamic jurisprudence. 

Truthfulness of a Young Boy 

In your actions, don't procrastinate. In 
your conversations, don't confuse. In 
your thoughts, don't wander. In your 

soul, don't be passive or aggressive. In 
your life, don't be all about business. 

MARCUS AURELIUS 
In life it is more necessary to lose than 
to gain. A seed will only germinate if it 

dies. 
BORIS PASTERNAK  

The true meaning of life is to plant 
trees, under whose shade you do not 

expect to sit. 
NELSON HENDERSON 

Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only 
to be understood. 

MARIE CURIE 


