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The oneness of the human race for good or bad 
If logic is to prevail as a result of the ongoing 
pandemic in the world then the evil values of 
prejudice, racism, culture of hate and other 
forms of human division will be abandoned. 
The divine justice is logical, wise and in line 
with real scientific evidence. Human injustice 
arises when reason diminishes as a means of 
attaining knowledge based on logic. From a 
religious perspective the lack of real spirituality 
and connection to God Almighty gives rise to 
materialistic considerations in the person’s 
dealing with others. Love based on attachment 
to the divine creates internal satisfaction and 
peace that guide the person to become balanced 
and just in his overall perceptions and attitudes. 
Lack of injustice is as pandemic in the world as 
Corornavirus itself.  
For centuries the human race has suffered the ill 
effect of these needless feelings and policies. 
Wars should have provided enough reasoning 
to abandon these values and cling  to thos pro-
moted by real divine revelations. Unfortunately 
this has not happened before. Now that the pan-
demic is taking grip on the world, the sour hu-
man experience is enough to develop  new ap-
proaches to human relations as scientists work 
relentlessly to achieve effective vaccines and 
treatment to this horrible diseases. 
Yet the facts on the ground are not encouraging. 
In recent weeks the US president was struck 
down by the Coronavirus. Many had hoped that 
Mr Trump would become wiser, more logical 
and less divisive in his attitude to the others. 
His policies over the past four years have 
caused moral defeat to the largest country in the 
world and forced it to abandon its leadership 
role at the moment of crisis. His attitude has 
been anti-science, anti-human and anti-virtue. 
Under his presidency the US has lost almost 
quarter of a million of its citizens to the pan-
demic and has one fifth of the world's cases. It 
could have fared much better had the Trump 
administration been more focused, less erratic 
and more pro-logic and science.  
Unlike scientists, politicians are not known for 
their brightness or humanism. God Almighty is 
the creator of this universe and He loves who-
ever and whatever lives in it. God's message is 
one to mankind; that of Islam which means 
submission to Him. All religions are considered 
to be advocating one message; worshipping 
God and submitting to Him alone. Real science 
leads to God and His laws. Positive scientific 

developments benefit everyone and brings the 
world nearer. When the telephone was invented 
the distances among people were shortened. 
When the internet era began the world became 
one village. This illustrates the natural unity 
and closeness of people. Positive inventions 
helped to bring people together. Human unity is 
thus achievable. 
Also when the pandemic struck it did not recog-
nise man-made borders. It spread everywhere. 
Almost all precautions have so far failed to 
stem its spread. Yet it is advisable to continue 
the instructions by health experts to keep social 
distancing, use cover masks and wash hands. 
But what is needed is collective human efforts 
not only to find preventive vaccines and treat-
ment but also to re-visit the human approach to 
the environment. Among the underlying condi-
tions for the spread of diseases is the deviation 
from the norms that are in line with the natural 
laws. The environmental disasters are due to 
human greed, political failures and lack of re-
spect to the Creator. So calamities also unite the 
inhabitants of this planet. This is because the 
laws that govern the universe (and within it our 
planet and its inhabitants) are those of God, the 
one Creator of the universe and alle existence 
within it. 
This unity is the destiny of us all. Rogue ideo-
logical, political or social policies cannot alter 
this fact. They aim at dividing the people in 
order to achieve dominance. This is evil. Those 
rulers who aim at dividing their people for the 
sake of dominance are anti-God, anti-nature and 
anti-logic. Positive propagation is what is need-
ed to diminish divisions and bring down walls 
of hatred, segregation and anti-human feelings. 
The need for a more natural world has never 
been more pressing. Let us work together to 
achieve it. 
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cision-making. The problem of our lead-
ers is the closed horizon between them 
and the people. Dictators do not listen to 
his opponents or even those who are near 
to him. Democracy did not discard the 
struggle for power, but it directed it to-
wards the common good. Quran also di-
rects the prophet: Be patient with what 
they say. Imam Hussain was crying for 
those armies which were recruited to 
commit the crime of genocide. Yazid did 
not have conventional leadership, but he 
gave orders and others had to obey. When 
Imam Khomeini heard his people calling 
him leader he said: I would feel better if 
you called me a servant. 
So how was Imam Hussain’s leadership? 
The characteristics of the service leader-
ship apply to him. He was clear with his 
people. When politicians contest elections 
they look for votes and use all means to 
undermine their foes. Imam Hussain on 
Ashoora eve was in dire need for support-
ers. But he said to his people:  Make use 
of the darkness and save your skin. He 
had already warned them: Those who 
come with me will be martyred; those 
who do not will not achieve victory. 
The Imam thus embodied the spirit of this 
leadership. The other side represented the 
other kind of leadership. The people their 
were slaves. But Imam’s supporters chose 
freely to remain with him. They were 
sincere in defending him. They would 
say: If we are killed many times we will 
not leave you. We see the embodiment of 
this service leadership in the Arba’een 
processions. The heads of matams want to 
serve the people themselves. Imam 
Hussain is still able to mobilise these mil-
lion. All speak of service of others. The 
imam rules with love, the people also act 
out of love. Imam Hussain’s case be-
comes stronger with time. It was chal-
lenged by kings and dictators but has re-
mained strong. We still see Hussain exer-
cising leadership.  
 
Life and time of Imam Al Rida 

 
The life and times of Imam Ali bin Musa 
Al Rida (AS) was highlighted at Abrar’s 
weekly meeting on Thursday 8th October. 
Dr Mohammad Hussain Abboud, a lectur-
er of Islamic Studies at Karbala Universi-
ty, Iraq delivered his online lecture to 
mark the martyrdom anniversary of the 

8th Imam of the Shia Muslims. Imam 
Rida lived during the reign of the Abbas-
sid ruler, Al Mamoon and was martyred 
by poisoning in 148 AH. He discussed 
the internal struggle within the Abbassid 
household that started when Haroun Al 
Rashid appointed his son, Al Amin as 
his successor. When Al Amin became 
the ruler he appointed his son, Moosa, as 
his successor bypassing his brother Al 
Mamoon. His anger pushed him to lead 
an army from his stronghold in Khora-
san, Iran to attack Baghdad. The battles 
continued for four years and ended only 
when Al Amin was brutally killed. Al 
Mamoon became the ruler. The speaker 
also referred to the real belief of Al Ma-
moon and whether he had become a 
Shia. Some historians believe that Al 
Mamoon followed Ali and cared for his 
household. He provided several indica-
tors: he argued for Ali ibn Abi Taleb and 
that he was the best. He appointed Al 
Rida as Heir Apparent, He arranged for 
Imam Al Jawad (son of Al Rida) to mar-
ry his daughter. He also permitted the 
temporary marriage which is accepted by 
Shia Muslims. He believed in the crea-
tion of the Quran (and that it is not eter-
nal) in line with the Shia thought. The 
speaker also argued that Al Mamoon 
exploited his relations with Al Rida in 
the internal struggle and that he was 
nearer to the prophet’s household. He re-
iterated several incidents in which some 
Abbassid loyalists had protested the cor-
dial relations between Al Mamoon and 
Al Rida and that Al Mamoon killed them 
like: Ali ibn Abi Imran, Ibn Mu’nis and 
Al Jaloodi. Mammon said to Al Rida: I 
thought of abdicating and appointing you 
as the ruler. Al Rida said: If the rule is 
yours you have no right to take off a 
dress that God had dressed you with. If 
the rule is not yours then you have no 
right to give me what Allah had not giv-
en you. Mamoon said: If you do not 
want to rule then be my Heir Apparent. 
After pressure and threats the Imam ac-
cepted on conditions that he did not ap-
point or dismiss anyone, he did not abro-
gate any decision and to remain at a dis-
tance from the affairs of the state. Al 
Maoon agreed and he appointed him his 
Heir Apparent.  

The Arba’een programme 
 

The Abrar weekly meeting on Thursday 
8th October was dedicated to the Ar-
ba’een anniversary (the 40th day after 
Imam Hussain’s martyrdom. It was the 
day when his women entourage who 
had been taken as POWs by the Umay-
yad army, arrived back to Karbala hav-
ing been paraded to Damascus to be 
seen by Yazid, the Umayyad ruler. 
Sheikh Za’eem Al KhairAllah delivered 
a speech on the occasion under the title: 
the Arba’een marches and the serving 
leadership.  The Arba’een event is an 
outstanding one especially with its mo-
mentum and volume. It is a love jour-
ney towards Imam Hussain. There are 
two kinds of leadership: the convention-
al where the leader gives order and rules 
with oppression without debate with 
people. The leader often has an influ-
ence on his followers. The prophets and 
Imams influenced their people. Imam 
Al Khadem was influential even when 
he was in jail Imam Hussain within 
moments managed to attract Zuhair ibn 
Al Qain towards his camp. The ele-
ments of strength are contained in their 
characters. The other kind of leaders 
depend on outer factors to rule; armies, 
security agencies and repressive means. 
Saddam was ruling with terror and so 
was Gaddafi. The ability to influence is 
the source of strength. The first aim of 
strong leaders is to serve the people. 
The other kind aims to rule not to serve. 
The Holy Quran presents the prophet as 
“keen on you and compassionate with 
people”. This is the serving leadership.  
WE say: the big man of the group is that 
who serves. The leader is that who di-
rects the abilities of his people towards 
the aim. This is what prophets did. No-
ah spent 950 years preaching to his peo-
ple. He did not despair. He wanted to 
achieve the aim. The theory that says 
the followers of religions are weak col-
lapses in this context. Those who link 
the attachment to religion with fear are 
misguided. Those who reject to listen to 
the prophets are losing out. The follow-
ers of Noah covered their faces and ears 
so as not to see or hear Noah. The lead-
er also loves his followers, he involves 
them in decision-making. Prophet Mo-
hammad used to train his people in de-
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Armenia and Azerbaijan accuse 
each other of violating ceasefire 
 
Armenia and Azerbaijan accused each 
other of swiftly and seriously violating 
the terms of a ceasefire in Nagorno-
Karabakh on Saturday, raising questions 
about how meaningful the truce, bro-
kered by Russia, would turn out to be. 

The ceasefire, 
clinched after mara-
thon talks in Mos-
cow advocated by 
President Vladimir 
Putin, was meant to 
halt fighting to allow 
ethnic Armenian 
forces in Nagorno-
Karabakh and Azeri 
forces to swap pris-
oners and war dead. 

The Moscow talks were the first diplo-
matic contact between the two since 
fighting over the mountainous enclave 
erupted on Sept. 27, killing hundreds of 
people. 
The enclave is internationally recognised 
as part of Azerbaijan, but is populated 
and governed by ethnic Armenians. 
Within minutes of the truce taking effect 
from midday, both sides accused each 
other of breaking it. 
The Armenian defence ministry accused 
Azerbaijan of shelling a settlement inside 
Armenia, while ethnic Armenian forces 
in Karabakh alleged that Azeri forces had 
launched a new offensive five minutes 
after the truce took hold and killed two 
civilians. 
Azerbaijan said enemy forces in 
Karabakh were shelling Azeri territory 
and that one civilian had been killed. 
Both sides have consistently denied each 
others’ assertions in what has also be-
come a war of words accompanying the 
fighting. 
Azeri President Ilham Aliyev told Rus-
sia’s RBC news outlet the warring par-
ties were now engaged in trying to find a 
political settlement, but suggested there 
would be further fighting ahead. 
 

Borrell: EU trying to increase 
trade with Iran 

 
High Representative 
of the European Un-
ion for Foreign Poli-
cy and Security Af-
fairs said that EU is 
trying to increase 
trade with Iran, and 
the EU continues 
fighting to keep the 
nuclear agreement 
alive and working. 

“All in all, we are trying to do our best to 
increase our trade with Iran,” Josep Bor-

rell said addressing the European Parlia-
ment plenary debate on the situation in 
Iran. 
“It is very difficult because the Ameri-
can sanctions are very powerful, but, the 
Iran deal is not just a nuclear deal - it is 
a nuclear deal on one side and an eco-
nomic deal, on the other. And one thing 
goes with the other,” he added. 
“We cannot pretend [to ask] Iran to ful-
fill all the nuclear obligations if at the 
same time they do not get any kind of 
reward from the economic side,” EU 
chief said. 
“We continue fighting to keep the nucle-
ar agreement alive and working, and at 
the same time,” he noted. 
Elsewhere in his remarks, Borrell re-
called to US decision to start trigger 
mechanism, saying: “We cannot share 
the position of the US, as did not 13 
Members of the United Nations Security 
Council.” 
 
Turkey's EU membership bid 
evaporating, Commission says 

 
The European Union’s executive said on 
Tuesday that Turkey’s government was 
undermining its economy, eroding de-
mocracy and destroying independent 
courts, leaving its bid to join the EU 
further away than ever. The criticism 
drew an angry retort from Ankara. 
Blaming “excessively” centralised presi-
dential power for deteriorating condi-
tions in freedom of speech, prisons and 
the central bank, the European Commis-
sion said the government was also ex-
posing Turkey to “rapid changes in in-
vestors’ sentiment”. 
“The EU’s serious concerns on contin-
ued negative developments in the rule of 
law, fundamental rights and the judici-
ary have not been credibly addressed by 
Turkey,” the Commission said in its 
annual report on the country. 
“Turkey’s (EU) accession negotiations 
have effectively come to a standstill,” it 
said. 
A NATO ally, Tur-
key has been negoti-
ating EU membership 
since 2005 after eco-
nomic and political 
reforms that made it 
an important emerg-
ing market economy 
and trade partner. 
Although never easy 
because of disputed Turkish claims over 
Cyprus, talks rapidly unravelled after a 
failed coup in Turkey in 2016 and Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan’s ensuing crack-
down on perceived opponents. 
“In Turkey, the serious backsliding ob-
served since the 2016 coup attempt con-
tinued,” the Commission said. 
 

Tebboune: Referendum on 
constitutional amendment lays 

foundations for new Algeria 
 
Algerian President 
Abdelmadjid Teb-
boune said on 
Saturday that the 
referendum on the 
constitutional 
amendment on 
November 1st will 
lay the founda-
tions for the new 
Algeria. 
In a speech, dur-
ing his visit to the headquarters of the 
Ministry of National Defense, President 
Tebboune said the referendum of No-
vember 1st marks a "return to the peo-
ple", who are invited to make their 
voice heard, freely and sovereignly, and 
express its conviction regarding the 
constitutional amendments. 
"We hope that the Algerian people will 
support us, so that we can work togeth-
er to lay the foundations for a new Al-
geria underpinned by two pillars: na-
tional sovereignty and the achievement 
of genuine social justice, in line with 
the principles of the Declaration of No-
vember 1st and the message of our mar-
tyrs," he added. 
 

Arab nations adamantly op-
posed to relations with Israel  

 
A new survey has revealed that Arab 
populations continue to overwhelming-
ly oppose the recognition of Israel and 
the establishment of ties with it, despite 
recent decisions by rulers in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain to 
normalize with the Tel Aviv regime. 
The 2019-2020 Arab Opinion Index 
was based on face-to-face interviews 
conducted with 28,000 individual re-
spondents across 13 Arab countries, 
including Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, 
Egypt and Mauritania, between No-
vember 2019 and September 2020. 
The result showed that the nations 
viewed Israel as the primary threat their 
country was facing. 
When asked whether they would 
“support or oppose diplomatic recogni-
tion of Israel by your country” only 
respondents in Sudan and Saudi Arabia 
came in at less than 80 percent for 
“oppose,” at 79 percent and 65 percent 
respectively. 
Even in the two 
countries that 
already recognize 
Israel – Jordan 
and Egypt – op-
position was very high, at 93 percent 
and 85 percent, respectively. 



 

 

 

Page 4 Open Forum 

Authorities in northwest China’s Xin-
jiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
(XUAR) have sentenced a prominent 
Uyghur comedian and vocalist to a 
lengthy prison term for performing songs 
deemed politically sensitive even though 
they had been preapproved by censors, 
according to local officials. 
RFA’s Uyghur Service recently received 
a tip from a source with knowledge of the 
situation that Ablikim Kalkun, who had 
entertained audiences with powerful 
songs about Uyghur unity and solidarity 
for the past two decades, was handed an 
18-year sentence in late 2019. 
The source, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity citing fear of reprisal, sug-
gested Kalkun had been sentenced for a 
number of crimes, including “separatism, 
religious extremism, and discriminating 
against national education.” 
In addition, the source said, Kalkun may 
have been targeted for his close relation-
ship with a number of religious leaders, 
as well as having repeatedly traveled to 
Turkey—one of several countries black-
listed by authorities for perceived threat 
of religious extremism—where he sent 
his two children to study. 
Another possibility, they said, is that 
Kalkun’s position as a widely respected 
artist who could draw a large crowd 
might have caused him to run afoul of the 
authorities, who might have accused him 
of “disturbing the social order.” The en-
tertainer had been briefly detained for 
reasons that remain unclear in April 
2018. 
Based on comments from online forums 
of Uyghur-language websites, Kalkun’s 
millions of fans held him up as an exem-
plar of Uyghur values, a supporter of 
truth, a critic of social ills, and a champi-
on of Uyghur culture. 
In order to verify the source’s claims, 
RFA spoke with several officials in the 
XUAR capital Urumqi, where he regular-
ly performed, as well as in Kalkun’s 
home city of Atush (in Chinese, Atushi), 
a county-level city of around 270,000 
people that is the capital of Kizilsu Kir-
ghiz (Kezileisu Keerkezi) Autonomous 
Prefecture in the cotton- and grape-
growing region of southwestern XUAR. 
A Uyghur employee at a district court in 
Urumqi told RFA he was unaware of 
Kalkun’s sentencing and referred further 
questions to the city’s higher-level 
courts. RFA also spoke with a Uyghur 
justice employee in Kalkun’s home vil-
lage of Suntagh who said she had never 
heard of the entertainer. 
When asked where Kalkun had been held 
in 2018, a Uyghur officer at the Nurluq 
District Police Station in Atush told 
RFA, “I have no information about that.” 
‘Stirring religious sentiment’ 

However, both a Uyghur employee of the 
Urumqi Intermediate Court and a Uyghur 
police officer from Atush confirmed to 
RFA in separate phone calls that Kalkun 
had been convicted by authorities citing 
two of his songs—“Qerindashlar” and 
“Essalamu Eleykum”—as evidence of his 
“crimes.” 
“The phrase ‘essalamu eleykum’ [an Ara-
bic greeting used by Muslims around the 
world] stirs up religious sentiment,” said 
the court employee, who also named 
Qerindashlar (meaning kin) as the song 
deemed “separatist,” based on what they 
had heard from colleagues. 
When asked what was used as evidence of 
Kalkun’s separatism and religious extrem-
ism, the police officer in Atush told RFA, 
“the songs were Qerindashlar, Essalamu, 
and also…” before being cut off. 
As a performer in China, all of the content 
of Kalkun’s songs and comedy routines 

Xinjiang authorities jail prominent Uyghur comedian 
over ‘extremist and separatist’ songs 

would have had to be pre-approved and 
deemed acceptable by government cen-
sors. 
Kalkun is just one of several Uyghur 
cultural icons to be sentenced to prison, 
gone missing, or sent to one of a vast 
network of internment camps in the 
XUAR, where authorities are believed to 
have held up to 1.8 million Uyghurs and 
other Muslim minorities since early 
2017. 
Sources in the exile community have 
said the trend shows that Chinese au-
thorities are “committing cultural geno-
cide by attempting to eliminate the best 
and brightest Uyghur minds.” 
Adil Mijit, a well-loved Uyghur comedi-
an, went missing in late 2018, and social 
media sources as well as anonymous 
reports shared with RFA confirmed last 
year that he was serving a three-year 
prison term for making a trip to the Mus-

lim holy city of Mecca without au-
thorities’ permission. 
Beginning in October 2018, China 
acknowledged the existence of in-
ternment camps in the XUAR but 
described them as voluntary 
“vocational centers” set up to com-
bat radical Islamic terrorism. How-
ever, RFA’s Uyghur Service has 
found that detainees are mostly held 
against their will and forced to en-
dure inhumane treatment and politi-
cal indoctrination. 
Reported by Shohret Hoshur for 
RFA’s Uyghur Service. Translated 
by Elise Anderson. Written in Eng-
lish by Joshua Lipes. 

OIiver Wright, The Times, 30 September 
Anti-racism campaigners have reported 
more than 20 Tory councillors to the 
party’s Islamophobia inquiry as polling 
suggests nearly half of all members think 
Islam is “incompatible” with British life. 
Hope not Hate identified dozens of Tory 
members using social media to express 
anti-Muslim sentiment in its submission 
to the inquiry, set up last year to examine 
claims of discrimination in the party. 
The group also commissioned a YouGov 
poll of more than 1,200 Conservative 
members that found widespread 
distrust of Islam and Muslims 
among grassroots Tory supporters. 
The poll found 43 per cent had 
broadly positive feelings towards 
Muslims, compared with 73 per 
cent feeling positive towards Hin-
dus and 75 per cent for Sikhs. 
The YouGov poll found that 47 
per cent thought that Islam was 
“generally a threat” to the British 
way of life compared with 27 per 

cent thinking it was generally compati-
ble. Of those who thought it was a 
threat 50 per cent said Islam “breeds 
intolerance”. 
Only 31 per cent of members thought 
that discrimination against Muslims 
was a serious problem in Britain. 
The submission was in response to a 
call for evidence from Professor Swa-
ran Singh, who is leading an investiga-
tion into discrimination in the party and 
how it handles complaints.                 

 Continued on page 5 

Half of Tories say Islam clashes with British life 
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Richard Spencer, Middle East Corre-
spondent, 6th October 
For 40 years two brothers who had been 
separated as toddlers in the prison where 
their family was taken by Saddam Hus-
sein’s secret police, each thought the 
other was dead. 
At the weekend Haider and Ahmed al-
Mousawi hugged tearfully as they were 
reunited in Iraq, brought together after 
Haider’s social media post in memory of 
his long-lost little brother and the rest of 
his family went viral. 
Haider, who now lives in Sweden, was 
four when he last saw two-year-old Ah-
med, just before he was smuggled out of 
prison by his grandmother. In his tribute, 
he asked why he and his brother, whose 
photo as a baby he posted alongside the 
question, had to suffer for their father’s 
political beliefs. 
In fact, Ahmed had been spared, aban-
doned at a police station and given to the 
local mayor who raised him as his own. 
His adoptive sister saw the social media 
post and tracked Haider down. 
“The picture of Ahmed as a baby was 
shared nearly a million times,” Haider 
said as the clung to each other and wept 
at a public reunion in Baghdad. “I never 
thought, in my life, that I would meet 
him again.” 
The boys’ father was a member of the 
Dawa party, a Shia-majority grouping 
which Saddam regarded as one of his 
most bitter rivals. 
The party later became the most power-
ful in Iraq under the country’s democrat-
ic constitution, following the US inva-
sion and the toppling of Saddam. Its 
leaders had gone into exile, but many of 
its followers were not so lucky, rounded 
up and killed. 
Among them were Haider and Ahmed’s 
father and their mother, who was preg-
nant with the couple’s third child. 
It was not uncommon for children to be 
taken along with their parents, and even 
killed with them, as everyone assumed 
had happened to Ahmed. 
Haider was saved when his grandmother 
seized an opportunity to rescue one of 
the boys. Political prisoners were held 
separately in Zafaraniyah women’s jail in 
Baghdad, but used the same lavatories as 
non-political prisoners. 
The boys’ grandmother managed to ar-
range a secret rendezvous while pretend-
ing to visit a relative held on ordinary 
charges. 
Haider was chosen because, as a four-
year-old, he would be able to keep quiet 
and follow instructions. His grandmother 
concealed him under her abaya, the black 
cloak worn by women in the Gulf. It was 

Open Forum 

the last either of them saw of their fami-
ly. Neither parent ever emerged from 
the prison. 
From Sweden Haider posted a short 
message last week on the 40th anniver-
sary of his family’s arrest. 
“On this day, 40 years ago, I was de-
tained in prison,” he wrote. “You might 
ask me how old are you now? I’m 44 
years old and in 1980 I was four years 
old and I recall everything that hap-
pened to me. If you have a father who is 
associated with politics — how is that 
your fault? Time is beautiful because 
the Baathists have gone. But my whole 
family was killed and I was the only 
one who managed to escape from pris-
on.” 
The reunion in Baghdad was arranged 
with the help of the local authorities. 
“This story doesn’t pertain to two peo-
ple only, it summarises the pain of a 
nation,” Haider said. “My brother is a 
living martyr. God wanted us and the 
blood of the martyrs to live on. The 
case of Ahmed will become a public 
issue. There will be one thousand Ah-
meds!” 
Thousands of opponents, real and imag-
ined, were detained and killed during 
Saddam’s 24 years in absolute power. 
The whereabouts of many are still un-
known. 
Hassan Haddad, a government official 
who helped to arrange the reunion, said: 
“As beautiful as this story is, it is an 
important reminder of the atrocities 
committed by Saddam and his murder-
ous goons upon the millions of Iraqis 
who lived decades under his brutal dic-
tatorship, many without closure or jus-
tice. May God have mercy on our mar-
tyrs.” 

Brothers reunited 40 years after Saddam 
Hussein threw their family in prison 

Half of tories,  
 Continued from page 4 

Boris Johnson was criticised for failing 
to fulfil a promise made during the 
Tory leadership campaign to focus the 
inquiry on Islamophobia. Instead it 
will look on how the party has dealt 
with complaints into all forms of dis-
crimination since 2015. 
The Equality and Human Rights Com-
mission has said it would wait to see 
the outcome of the Tories’ investiga-
tion before deciding whether to begin 
its own formal inquiry of the type in-
stigated against allegations of Labour 
antisemitism. 
Hope Not Hate 
highlighted just 
under 40 cases 
in which activ-
ists or council-
lors had posted 
anti-Muslim or 
Islamophobic 
content on so-
cial media. It claimed one activist was 
suspended last year for making an Is-
lamophobic joke about the Christ-
church massacre in New Zealand. He 
was reported to have been allowed 
back into the party after completing an 
“online diversity course”. The group 
found he continued to post Islamopho-
bic content on Facebook including 
calling for Muslims to “go home — we 
won’t miss you”. 
In another case a Conservative coun-
cillor was suspended in 2018 after 
sharing an article on Facebook with 
the headline: “France Slashed Benefits 
to Muslim Parasites by 83 per cent.” 
He was readmitted within a few 
months and became chairman of a lo-
cal Conservative association. 
Hope not Hate said there were numer-
ous examples of members and council-
lors being quietly readmitted to the 
party following brief suspensions. 
One woman who shared a post com-
paring an Asian man to a dog saying 
“he’s brown, he stinks, he can’t speak 
a word of English” was readmitted 
following a short suspension and is 
still a Tory councillor. 
“It’s been clear for a number of years 
that the Conservative Party has a deep 
problem with anti-Muslim prejudice,” 
said Nick Lowles, chief executive of 
Hope not Hate. “The evidence is clear, 
the only question is what the Con-
servatives decide to do with it.” 
A Conservative spokesman said: “We 
take any complaint very seriously. 
There is currently an independent in-
vestigation into our complaints pro-
cesses. We will consider any recom-
mendations to further strengthen our 
procedures.” 
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By Mariam Khan 
I’m getting increasingly 
tired of the constant game 
of ‘spot the hijabi’ that we 
seem to be playing nowa-
days. Look, a Muslim 
woman in a hijab on Bake 
Off! And hey, the hijabi 
who rides horses! Khadijah 
Melah is an amazing jock-
ey but you’d be hard 
pushed to find a headline 
without her hijab men-
tioned.  Like a warped ver-
sion of Where’s Wally?, people seem 
intent on identifying Muslim women 
solely based on their clothing and their 
inherent ‘Muslim-ness’.  Most recently, a 
post of a female hijabi Muslim police 
officer holding a baton – that’s been 
shared with me far too many times – has 
gone viral after being taken at last week’s 
anti-lockdown We Do Not Consent rally. 
I find myself wondering why people are 
so obsessed with this image, because I 
know first-hand that a Muslim woman 
doing her job is not new or noteworthy. 
Of course, online haters and Islam-
ophobes have come out in full force with 
one social media user writing ‘the enemy 
within, the face of jihad. Inside the au-
thorities, different rules for the Muslim 
“copper” compared to British officers. 
We are broken. It’s too late.’ In another 
post I saw, the author has commented: 
‘Muslims are not to trust or make peace 
with non-Muslims’ with another user 
writing ‘…not fit for the job and not Brit-
ish’. The suspicion and contempt towards 
Muslims in these spaces is constant but 
it’s still shocking still to see comments 
dripping with hatred, and there seems to 
be a disturbingly deep-routed belief that 
Muslims are evil – that they are a threat 
and have some sort of secret agenda that 
needs to be prevented. It’s horrifying to 
be abused for having a different 
faith.   The police officer in question, 
however, also received a huge amount of 
praise. I saw posts like ‘she was very 
impressive’; ‘she looks like an absolute 
badass’ and ‘she has left the traditional 
life of staying indoors & pleasing her 
master.’ Often when we hear about Mus-
lim women or see them in the headlines, 
the narrative around them isn’t one of 
strength but of having been subject to a 
hate crime.  There certainly is a basis for 
this: in 2018 the charity Tell-
MAMA, which allows people from 
across England to report any form of Anti
-Muslim abuse, received reports of 1,891 
anti-Muslim hate crimes and incidents 
from 20 police forces in the UK.   
We also hear prejudice and Islamophobia 
directed towards them, like when Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson described them as 
looking like ‘letterboxes’ and ‘bank rob-
bers’ in burqas and niqabs (which in 
turn led to a 375% increase in anti-

A Muslim woman doing her job should not be a big deal 
Muslim incidents, according 
to TellMAMA).  So 
I suppose it’s jarring for the 
public to see a Muslim 
woman outside of these 
narrow confines.   Yet while 
the Islamophobes have re-
sponded by tearing her 
down, there has also been 
another agenda at play: the 
well-meaning individuals 
who have essentially sensa-
tionalised the act of a wom-
an doing her job. Their per-

sonal biases and limited perception of 
what a Muslim can and can’t do, and who 
she is in terms of contributing to our soci-
ety, have been challenged. These same 
people – some Muslim, some not – then 
reacted by taking to social media and 
going too far the other way, congratulat-
ing, lauding, and making Muslim women 
out to be superheroes simply because they 
are not staying at home and submitting to 
‘oppressive’ roles.   This approach is pat-
ronising but mostly fuelled by othering. 
There seems to be an unconscious under-
standing that Muslim women are not like 

everyone else. That they are lacking and 
are only now playing catch up to be 
’empowered’ or to have the ability to be 
emancipated or strong. This view rein-
forces hierarchical structures because it 
positions one group as completely en-
lightened against another that is still 
not. The story built around Muslim 
women is that they are submissive, 
weak and lacking agency. It has been 
promoted so consistently that it makes 
it almost impossible for Muslim women 
to be anything else – and even those 
people who consider themselves 
‘woke’, or believe in Muslim women 
being able to hold their own, have inter-
nalised it.  The idea that this group actu-
ally contribute to the British economy, 
to culture and society, is then written 
off completely. And so a Muslim wom-
an doing her job somehow becomes 
viral news, as if this is something new 
to acknowledge when there are millions 
of Muslim women who are journalists, 
engineers, doctors and teachers.  Mus-
lim women haven’t started to suddenly 
become powerful – we always have 
been.  

 An Australian man has been jailed for 
three years for punching and stamping on 
the head of a heavily-pregnant Muslim 
woman. 
Mother-of-four Rana Elasmar was 38 
weeks pregnant when she was attacked in 
a cafe in Sydney last November. 
Stipe "Steven" Lozina - who described 
himself as a "chronic paranoid schizo-
phrenic" - approached her table and, after 
briefly speaking to her, punched her sev-
eral times and, when she fell on the floor, 
stamped on her head. 
The incident was captured on CCTV, 
which was shown in court. 
Ms Elasmar, 32, had been sitting at a 
table with two women, who along with 
other customers tried to restrain Lozina 
and eventually managed to pull him 
away. 
His victim deliberately turned her abdo-
men away from her attacker - and prayed 
for God to protect her child as she feared 
being killed, the court heard. 
Ms Elasmar, who was wearing a hijab at 
the time, said Lozina first asked for mon-
ey before assaulting her and yelling "you 
Muslims raped my mum". 
She suffered minor injuries and said her 
son Zayn is "happy and healthy", The 
Guardian reported. 
Lozina was removed from the sentencing 
hearing at Parramatta district court on 
Thursday after a racist outburst. 
Ms Elasmar said: "The victim suffers 
with the consequences far longer than the 
time the offender serves. "It's worrying 
that he's still displaying aggressive be-
haviour and a short temper." 

Her husband, Azzam Elasmar, added: 
"Thinking about this guy potentially 
being on the streets within two years is 
a safety hazard for the community, it 
puts everyone at risk. This guy can defi-
nitely reoffend." 
Lozina, 44, had told the court he was 
remorseful, but that he was "too vio-
lent" to walk free. According to 9News, 
last month he said: "I belong in a hospi-
tal." 
His victim said it was "nerve-racking" 
to sit in court, listen to him and relive 
the assault, but said that she felt re-
lieved to finish the court process. 
She said: "I've been verbally abused 
before because of my religion, but this 
has cemented that the Australian public 
is really supportive. It's given me confi-
dence to walk out again and wear my 
hijab. "It's been a positive in showing 
that Islam is not something to be 
feared." 

Australian man jailed for vicious attack on Muslim woman 
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Unfulfilled Aspirations 
Middle Power Politics in the Middle East 

of St Andrews, focusing on the genesis, 
development and behaviour of Middle 
Eastern political actors. He is the au-
thor of Hezbollah: Socialisation and its 
Tragic Ironies; and The Arab State: 
Dilemmas of Late Formation. 
Reviews 

Edited by  Adham Saouli 
The concepts and theories of what con-
stitutes a ‘Middle Power’ have played a 
key part in explaining the identity, be-
haviour and foreign policy roles of 
many states in the international system, 
including the United Kingdom, France, 
Australia and Brazil. But, with a few 
exceptions, these frameworks have 
failed to travel to scholarship on the 
Middle East, despite the theoretical and 
empirical potential that they offer for 
understanding regional dynamics. 
The first of its kind, this volume ad-
dresses that major gap by interrogating 
the conceptual, theoretical and empiri-
cal underpinnings of the concept of 
‘Middle Power’ at a regional level. 
Composed of nine chapters, Unfulfilled 
Aspirations offers the conceptual and 
theoretical tools to examine ‘Middle 
Powerhood’ in the Middle East, as well 
as insightful empirical analyses of both 
‘traditional’ Middle Powers in the re-
gion (Egypt, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Alge-
ria) and new, aspiring ones (Qatar, the 
UAE). The contributors reveal that the 
Middle Powers of the Middle East have 
failed, despite their best efforts, to ful-
fill their regional aspirations. 
Adham Saouli is Senior Lecturer in 
International Relations at the University 

‘Bringing a wealth of fresh empirical 
data to the table and substantially pro-
gressing the theoretical debate on 
‘middle powerhood’, this expertly edited 
volume significantly expands our under-
standing of some of the most important 
established and emerging actors in the 
Middle East region. Essential read-
ing.’ — Christopher M. Davidson, au-
thor of Dubai: The Vulnerability of Suc-
cess and Abu Dhabi: Oil and Beyond 
‘Powerful in its critique, Unfulfilled 
Aspirations is an indispensable guide to 
understanding why Middle Power Poli-
tics now matters so much to a region 
where, increasingly, actor identities and 
claims to legitimacy have recast the 
boundaries of cooperation and con-
flict.’ — Clive Jones, Professor of Re-
gional Security, Durham University 
‘Unfulfilled Aspirations opens up new 
theoretical horizons for the study of 
“middlepowerhood” by incorporating 
rich empirical findings from contempo-
rary Middle Eastern regional dynamics. I 
highly recommend this book for all stu-
dents of the middle power and Middle 
Eastern international relations.’ — Shun 
Watanabe, Sasakawa Peace Foundation 
Fellow and Visiting Researcher in Mid-
dle East Studies, University of Oxford; 
Researcher, Kyoto University 
Publisher: Hurst 
Paperback 320 pages, £25.00 
ISBN: 9781787383197 • 320pp 
Date of publishing: July 2020  

Muslims and Citizens 
Islam, Politics, and the French Revolution 

lims and French citizenship is urgently 
needed. It will be a 'must read' for 
students of the French Revolution and 
anyone interested in modern France."-

- Carla Hesse, University of California, 
Berkeley 
"The 'Coller thesis' challenges us to re-
think the internationalism of the French 
Revolution from the perspective of the 
revolutionary Mediterranean and the 
Muslim world, not the Atlantic alone. 
This is provocative and brilliant history."-
-Peter McPhee, author of Liberty or 
Death: The French Revolution, 1789-
1799 
"Coller takes an apparently familiar sub-
ject--the global impact of the French Rev-
olution--and gives it a dynamic new 
twist." --Marisa Linton, Kingston Univer-
sity 
"A fascinating and brilliant book. The 
way in which Muslims in France lived 
through the Revolution and the shaping 
of French attitudes towards Muslims re-
veals much about the French revolution-
ary construction of citizenship and identi-
ty in this epoch." --Michael Rapport, Uni-
versity of Glasgow 
Ian Coller is professor of history at the 
University of California, Irvine. He is the 
author of Arab France: Islam and the 
Making of Modern Europe, 1798–1831. 
Publisher: Yale University Press 
Hardback 360 pages Price: £40.00 
Publication date:28 Apr 2020 
ISBN: 9780300243369 

By: Ian Coller 
From the beginning, French revolution-
aries imagined their transformation as a 
universal one that must include Mus-
lims, Europe’s most immediate neigh-
bors. They believed in a world in which 
Muslims could and would be French 
citizens, but they disagreed violently 
about how to implement their visions of 
universalism and accommodate reli-
gious and social difference. Muslims, 
too, saw an opportunity, particularly as 
European powers turned against the 
new French Republic, leaving the Mus-
lim polities of the Middle East and 
North Africa as France’s only friends in 
the region. In Muslims and Citizens, 
Coller examines how Muslims came to 
participate in the political struggles of 
the revolution and how revolutionaries 
used Muslims in France and beyond as 
a test case for their ideals. In his final 
chapter, Coller reveals how the French 
Revolution’s fascination with the Mus-
lim world paved the way to Napoleon’s 
disastrous invasion of Egypt in 1798. 
Review 
"This elegant, braided history of Mus-
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4. To Him will be 

your return- of 

all of you. The 

promise of Allah 

is true and sure. 

It is He Who begin-

neth the process 

of creation, and 

repeateth it, that 

He may reward 

with justice those 

who believe and 

work righteous-

ness; but those 

who reject Him 

will have 

draughts of boil-

ing fluids, and a 

penalty grievous, 

because they did 

reject Him. 

5. It is He Who made 

the sun to be a 

shining glory and 

the moon to be a 

light (of beauty), 

and measured out 

stages for her; 

that ye might 

know the number 

of years and the 

count (of time). No-

wise did Allah cre-

ate this but in 

truth and right-

eousness. (Thus) 

doth He explain 

His Signs in detail, 

for those who un-

derstand. 

6. Verily, in the 

alternation of 

the night and the 

day, and in all 

that Allah hath 

created, in the 

heavens and the 

earth, are signs 

for those who 

fear Him. 

(Jonah) 

www.abraronline. 

net 
This is our website. 

Have   visited it: It 

will put   you face-

to-face with an al-

ternative world, full 

of spirituality, mo-

rality coupled with 

modern outlooks 

and perspectives.  
We want to hear  

your views on its 

contents, layout 

and general quality. 

Join us in our Noon 

and Afternoon 

 prayers 

Everyday 

at 13.00 

Sultan Murad IV, the Sultan of the Ottoman 
Empire from 1623-1640, would often anony-
mously go into the midst of the people and see 
their state. One evening, he felt an uneasiness 
in himself and the urge to go out. He called for 
his head of security and out they went. They 
came to a busy vicinity, and found a man lying 
on the ground. The Sultan prodded him but he 
was dead and the people were going about 
their own business. Nobody seemed to care 
about the dead man lying on the ground. 
The Sultan called upon the people. They didn't 
recognise him and asked him what he wanted. 
He said, "Why is this man lying dead on the 
ground and why does no one seem to care? 
Where is his family?" 
They replied, "He is so and so, the drunkard 
and fornicator!" 
The Sultan said, "Is he not from the Ummah of 
Muhammad (saw)? Now help me carry him to 
his house." 
The people carried the dead man with the Sul-
tan to his house and once they reached, they all 
left. The Sultan and his assistant remained. 
When the man's wife saw his dead body, she 
began weeping. She said to his dead body, 
"May Allah have mercy on you! O friend of 
Allah! I bear witness that you are from the 
pious ones." 
The Sultan was bewildered. He said, "How is 
he from the pious ones when the people say 
such and such about him? So much so that no 
one even cared he was dead!" 
She replied, "I was expecting that. My hus-
band would go to the tavern every night and 
buy as much wine as he could. He would then 
bring it home and pour it all down the drain. 
He would then say, 'I saved the Muslims a 
little today.' He would then go to a prostitute, 
give her some money and tell her to close her 
door till the morning. He would then return 
home for a second time and say, 'Today, I 
saved a young woman and the youth of the 
believers from vice.'" 
The people would see him buying wine and 
they would see him going to the prostitutes 
and they would consequently talk about him. 
One day I said to him, "When you die, there 
will be no one to bathe you, there will be no 

one to pray over you and there will be no one 
to bury you!" 
He laughed and replied, "Don't fear, the Sul-
tan of the believers, along with the pious ones 
shall pray over my body." 
The Sultan began to cry. He said, "By Allah! 
He has said the truth, for I am Sultan Murad. 
Tomorrow we shall bathe him, pray over him 
and bury him." And it so happened that the 
Sultan, the scholars, the pious people and the 
masses prayed over him. 
We judge people by what we see and what we 
hear from others. Only if we were to see what 
was concealed in their hearts, a secret be-
tween them and their Lord. If Allah knows, 
why does it matter who knows and who 
doesn't know?! 
"O you who believe, abstain from many of 
the suspicions. Some suspicions are sins. And 
do not be curious (to find out faults of oth-
ers), and do not backbite one another. Does 
one of you like that he eats the flesh of his 
dead brother? You would abhor it. And fear 
Allah. Surely Allah is Most-Relenting, Very-
Merciful." (49:12) 

The Pious "Drunkard" and "Fornicator" 

The richest of the rich is the one who 
is not a prisoner to greed. 
IMAM ALI (AS) 
Greed makes man blind and foolish. 
RUMI 
There is no calamity greater than 
lavish desires. There is no greater 
guilt than discontent. And there is 
no greater disaster than greed. 
LAO TZU 
Greed has taken the whole universe, 
and nobody is worried about their 
soul. 
LITTLE RICHARD  
Pride has traditionally been regard-
ed as the foremost of the Seven 


